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I AM CREATED, CALLED, EMPOWERED!
By Susan Harris
Say that again with me. I AM CREATED, CALLED, EMPOWERED!
These are the words that were selected by the members of the Board of
the NC Women of the ELCA as our new theme for 2015-1017. When I
wrote in the January edition of the Bulletin, I suggested that we would
explore our new theme in more depth and I’ve chosen to focus this
message today on the first phrase – I AM CREATED.
Created. Shaped. Formed. Fashioned. All these words are synonymous
and describe the process by which we, and all things, came into being.
Reading from Genesis 5:2, "Male and female he created them, and he
blessed them and named them "Humankind" when they were created."
In Proverbs 8:25, the synonym is “shaped,” Before the mountains had
been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth —."
And referring to Genesis again, after God made the garden… "there he put the man whom he had formed."
(Genesis 2:8 )
And the verse that resonates with me is Job 10:9, "Remember that you fashioned me like clay;".
Now, a few of you may know that I am an amateur potter. After retiring from my full-time job several years
ago, I enrolled in a pottery class at the local community college. I chose pottery as a hobby for several reasons,
one of which is my husband likes to dabble with pottery-making and he and I have developed friendships with

numerous potters in our community over the years. There are many professional potters in the Catawba Valley
near where I live. There are also a number of professional potters in the Seagrove area and many more scattered
around the state. I would never put myself in the category of “professional” but these professional potters are
artists. They are able to take a lump of clay and, with their hands, fashion a beautiful piece of art. They are truly
creative!
On the other hand, some of the pottery I make just doesn’t end up as I envisioned. There is often a little
something wrong with the pieces I create, at least from my perspective; others may not see the flaws that glare
at me so obviously. That’s the same way we, as women, look at ourselves. It is too easy to see our own flaws.
When we examine ourselves, we profess to others that I am not a good speaker, I am not knowledgeable, I am
not a leader, I am not smart enough, I am not the right size, I am too short or too tall.
Going back to that pottery analogy, my first pottery instructor asked the students to make a clay cylinder and
apply a handle to make a coffee mug. After many failed attempts, I jokingly declared that all I could make was
a tiny teacup rather than a large mug. The cylinders I made were too short.
I’ve heard the saying “God doesn’t create junk” and that is so true. We all have value! How we estimate or
appraise that value may be a little skewed. Usually we undervalue our own worth; rarely do we overvalue
ourselves. Just like the pottery I make with the imperfections, I have to remember it is individually made and
each piece is unique; no two are alike. We can make that comparison in our lives. No two of us are identical.
We all have our imperfections, but we are all created by God in his image and, thus, priceless treasures.
Next time you look in a mirror at yourself, disregard what you perceive as your flaws but look instead at the
beautiful person God created. Gaze into the eyes and the heart of that woman deep inside. As the psalmist
wrote in Psalm 139:13, “for you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb,”. God
has had a plan for you all your life.
In keeping with the theme for 2015, whatever word you prefer to use – created – formed – shaped – fashioned –
remember that God made you and you are called and empowered. I am sure over the next few months you will
become familiar with our theme but let’s practice and say the words together one more time - I AM CREATED,
CALLED, EMPOWERED!
By Susan Harris, President of the NC SWO
(All verses are from NRSV.)

I Am Created, Called, Empowered
Explanation of our 2015-2016 NC SWO Theme:
By Donna Prunkl
Every woman in our organization is singularly unique, yet each is created in the
image of God. How amazing is that? And each has been called by God to share her
individual gifts. Some are called to lead, some to serve and others to be still and pray.
And we support one another in these callings; reassured that in and through whatever
we do in God’s name, we are empowered by the promised Holy Spirit.

In this logo, we find God’s hands holding an egg, or some may see it as a seed, that symbolizes CREATION.
The dove soars forth, CALLED by God into the world. The flames represent the Holy Spirit, as the tongues of
fire that danced above the disciples at Pentecost. The Holy Spirit abides with us; we are EMPOWERED by
God’s presence in our lives.
Note that the NC SWO Board voted to use this theme for two years, 2015-2016.

“The Magumo Project” - Pennies for Hope 2015
By Patti P. Lovell
In our Purpose Statement, we recite that we will affirm one
another’s gifts, support one another in our callings, and
engage in ministry and action in the church, the society, and
the world. The Pennies for Hope Project that the Board has
selected will ensure that NC Women of the ELCA will be
accomplishing all of these goals in the coming year. It is the
Mugumo Project.
I can start with once upon a time, because once upon a time one of our very own former Young Women Guests
and Leadership Committee members had a vision and a dream. Jessie Hagen, from Saint James Lutheran
Church in Fayetteville, listened to the call, found her bold, and was moved to action.
Following is just a small piece of her story of faith, strength, and passion. In the spring of 2010, the seeds of the
Magumo Project were planted by the communal frustration of three volunteers at Nairobi Children’s Home. As
participants of a pay-your-way volunteering service, Katie Mattie, Charlotte Greenfield, and Jessie Hagen were
each assigned to work at Nairobi Children’s Home (NCH), a government-operated orphanage for children aged
newborn to six.
The children of NCH come from diverse backgrounds. Some are orphaned. Others are abandoned. Many are
abused. A few were physically disabled.
"The children amazed us with their resilience and their ability to be loving, goofy, zany kids despite the weary
circumstances," said Hagan.
"Working at NCH as outsiders, unable to speak Swahili and communicate effectively with the children and
staff, was an exhausting and overwhelming experience," said Hagen. "All of us had traveled around the world
with a strong desire to help and all of us were unable to institute any lasting or meaningful change in the lives of
the children we had come to love. Our small attempts at improvement felt insignificant in the face of the
broader social injustices at play."
They devised the Magumo Project, which links children to sponsors who provide their school fees. They also
support teachers for the school and provide job training for the children when they age out of the orphanages at
age 17.

The project operates in Kenya, mostly in Central and Nairobi
provinces, with the government children's homes: Nairobi
Children's Home, Thika Boys' Rescue Centre, and Machakos
Girls' Rescue Centre. We are not connected to the ELCA in
any official capacity. "However, I have received a lot of
support from my Saint James family in Fayetteville, N.C.,”
said Hagen.
"Sustaining and growing The Magumo Project is an on-going opportunity for us to let Jessie, her co-workers,
and the children know that we think of them, pray for them and are willing to support them financially," said
Patti Lovell, an NC SWO Board Member who brought the project to the Board. "I believe in my heart, that this
is a God-led endeavor; one where we are being called to action and to support one of our NC Lutheran sisters in
her ministry to serve God’s precious children. We are all CREATED, CALLED, EMPOWERED.
Patti P. Lovell, Co-chair Gathering Planning

NC Synod Elects A New Bishop in 2015
By Donna Prunkl
After 18 years of leadership as Bishop of the NC Synod, the Rev. Dr. Leonard H. Bolick is retiring. This is an
especially significant year for the North Carolina Synod of the ELCA. During the 2015 Synod Assembly, to be
held May 28-30 at the Koury Convention Center in Greensboro, voting members will elect a new bishop.
Each Congregation's Responsibilities
Vision and Gifts
Bishop Bolick has asked every congregation to vision what they see for the future of our synod and then think
about the gifts needed by our new bishop to carry out this vision.
Voting Members
Each congregation will send voting members to the assembly. The assembly MUST have 60% lay persons as
voting members in order for the bishop's election to take place. The number of voting members sent depends on
the size of the congregation but each will send:
 At least two members, preferably a male and female.
 The synod constitution also states goals that the assembly will include:
10% persons of color or whose primary language is other than English
10% youth and young adults
According to our Synod Vice President Diana Haywood, congregations should "send voting members who are
good listeners, prayerful and open to the leading of the Holy Spirit."
It is also important that the voting members be determined as soon as possible so they can be prepared for their
task by attending conference meetings and reviewing the materials that will be provided.

Resources
Last year the NC Synod Council appointed a Bishop Transition Task Group made up of clergy and lay persons.
Their task is to assist the synod council in a smooth transition throughout all facets of the coming election and
celebrations. They have produced two videos: one explains the transition and how congregations are involved
and the second describes the ecclesiastical balloting process. The second will be especially important to voting
members.
The videos, Bible Study, timeline and other materials will soon be posted on the Synod Website at
www.nclutheran.org under the "About Us" tab. Look for "Bishop Transition."
Bold women will play a vital role in this election. Please prayerfully consider if you have the gifts to be a voting
member from your congregation.
Donna Prunkl, Transition Team Member

The 2015 World Day Of Prayer
By Gail Welch
On the first Friday in March, women of many races,
cultures and traditions come together for a common
day of prayer. Each year the service is written by
women of a different country who tell of their life
struggles, but also about their faith in an ever-present
God and their hopes for a better world.
This year's program for March 6 was written by the
women of the Bahamas. The Bahamas is an archipelago in the Atlantic, whose islands cover some 100,000
miles with few large cities. It is a place of warmth and beauty, a land of colorful flowers and gentle ocean
breezes. It is also a place tested by that ocean as strong storms and hurricanes can wreak havoc on the islands.
It is also a place that can sometimes test the faith of the women who live there. The islands have struggled
politically over the years. About 85% of the population are descendants of African slaves and 12% are white.
Women did not secure the right to vote until 1962 and few women today have power or influence beyond the
vote. Their job opportunities are scarce, mainly low-paying in the domestic or service areas.
Against this background, the women have chosen John, Chapter 13 for the scripture. After washing the
disciples’ feet there in the Upper Room, Jesus asks, “Do you know what I have done for you?” The Bahamian
women call this radical love. Even though Jesus would be betrayed by one of his own disciples and denied by
another, he loved the disciples, a love that was so powerful it could overcome death.
In Israel/Palestine at the time of Jesus, men customarily dressed in three layers of clothing. Slaves or servants
wore only undergarments. In John 13:4, Jesus removes his outer garments and begins washing the disciples’
feet. Through these actions, Jesus joined in solidarity with the slave class, becoming a slave or servant to the
disciples. Through this act, he helps them understand the power of that radical love.
In spite of the hardships, hope is not lost on the women of the Bahamas. We see their hope in some of the
transformations that occur. A single mother gets support to continue her education in order to make a better life
for her child. A breast cancer survivor or people with HIV/ AIDS find strength in their journey. The chains of

oppression and enslavement are broken.
Through informed prayer and prayerful action, we are called to follow Jesus’ example and continue this gesture
of radical love for the people in our families and our communities both at home and abroad.
Consider organizing or attending a World Day of Prayer Service on March 6.
Gail Welch, NC SWO Mission: Community

Handmade Elephants Donated to Children in LSC’s Care
By Michelle Chaffee
Churches across North Carolina donated handmade
elephants to children in the foster care and refugee
resettlement programs of Lutheran Services Carolinas.
The project was sponsored by LSC and launched in
conjunction with Child and Family Services month,
which is held in March in the North Carolina Synod.
Churches were invited to use a sewing pattern created by
LSC staff to sew stuffed elephants for the children.
It’s a well-known fact that elephants have great
memories, and the “LSC Elephant” is no exception. The
elephants will serve as a reminder to the children that
they are not forgotten and that God loves them and is
looking out for them.
To date, 52 elephants have been donated by Mt. Zion,
Richfield; Mt. Gilead, Mt. Pleasant; St. Martin, Concord;
Emmanuel, High Point; and St. Martin’s, Oakboro.
Groups of all ages and skill levels worked together on
this project. The youngest elephant seamstress from
Emmanuel Lutheran was only 5 years old!

Michelle Chafee with the handmade elephants.

The Rev. Ray Sipe, pastor of Mt. Gilead and St. Martin,
challenged his congregations to make elephants by making one himself. The Women of the ELCA at St. Martin
accepted his challenge and made about a dozen elephants.
The “LSC Elephant” project was also launched in South Carolina during LSC Child and Family Services
month, which is observed in November in the South Carolina Synod.
Thank you to all the congregations for their donations and for sharing the enduring love of God with children in
the care of LSC.
If your congregation is interested in being a part of the “LSC Elephant” project, contact Michelle Chaffee
at 704-603-1696 ormchaffee@LSCarolinas.net.

First Lutheran Greensboro Hosts Advent Brunch

By Leslie Pipan
The First Lutheran Women of the ELCA host an Advent Brunch every year to help women remember the
reason for the season. We temporarily suspend our shopping and our decorating to pause and reflect on the
coming of the Christ child. It is a time to enjoy fellowship, great food, and an Advent program of music and
story-telling. This tradition is greatly anticipated each year. I have included some pictures of our Advent Brunch
this year, held Saturday, December 6. If anyone wants more information on how to begin this tradition in your
church, I am happy to share more details.
Leslie Pipan, NC SWO Board Member
LOPipan@aol.com

NC SWO Events
* Attached are the brochure for the One-Day Retreat, to be held at conferences across the state on Sat.,
Feb. 21. Deadline for registration is Feb. 13. Don't miss this popular retreat and learn about the power of
Forgiveness. Only $7
* Please also find the registration brochure for the Spring Retreat at Kure Beach, March 6-8.
* Come to the Leadership Legacy Retreat with the NC Women of the ELCA

SPECIAL PROGRAM AT KURE BEACH FOR 11-18-YEAR OLDS
MARCH 6-8, 2015

Enjoy the beach, and be part of the fun!

Girls ages 11-18 are invited to join us at Kure Beach for our wonderful Spring Retreat. Enjoy evenings, meals,
and fun activities with the adult women participants and also take part in a program tailored to girls' concerns,
needs, and interests on Saturday. Also plan for an evening of fun together.
REGISTER with a responsible female adult: your mom, grandmother, aunt, female friend whose mom is
attending, or with a female pastor or youth group advisor.
Most of your cost as a girl will be covered by the Leadership Legacy program. Your program cost will only be
$40.00 for the whole weekend. Use this registration please:
NAME:________________________________________________ Congregation _______________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBER:______________________________ E-MAIL: ___________________________________________
TRAVELING WITH: _____________________________________ PHONE:__________________________________
Mail to : Karin O’Donnell, 119 Eagleridge Dr., Dudley, NC 28333 or email: Karin.odo63@gmail.com

* Lutheran World Relief Center Trip to Baltimore, MD area. Sept 24-27, 2015
Ever wonder what happens to all those kits and quilts that are donated to Lutheran World Relief. Travel to
Maryland on a comfortable Christian Tours bus and find out. You'll have the opportunity to volunteer for a day
at the center and then have two days to see the sites around Baltimore and take a riding bus tour through
Washington, D.C. See the accompanying brochure.

SAVE THE DATE !!!!!!

The North Carolina SWO Gathering for 2015
Will be held at Lenoir-Rhyne University

June 19 – 21, 2015
MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA PLANNING CALENDAR 2015
Feb-August 2015
FEBRUARY 2015 - BLACK HISTORY MONTH
1
Bulletin Deadline for March
13
Registration Deadline for One-Day Retreat
15
Bulletin Send March

18
21
20-22
22
23

Ash Wednesday
One Day Retreat – (held in many Conferences)
Conference of SWO Presidents – Chicago
Bold Women’s Sunday (Women of the ELCA Sunday)
Registration Deadline for Spring Retreat

MARCH - WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
1
1
6
6-8
15
15
20-21

SWO Committee Reports Due for GPR
Bulletin Deadline for April
Board Reports Due
Spring Retreat – Kure Beach
Bulletin Send April
Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres
SWO Board Meeting

APRIL - CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
1
1
5
11
15
15
18

25

Bulletin Deadline for May/June
Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications
Easter
Sandhills Spring Conf Meeting at Church of the Living Word in Laurinburg
Bulletin Send May/June
Carolina Vine (Spring issue) Send Out Deadline
Spring Conference Meetings: Alex/Iredell Conf at St. Luke's in Taylorsville; Catawba Conf at St. Andrew's in
Hickory; North Coastal Conf at Our Redeemer in Greenville; Rowan Conf at Grace in Salisbury; Salem Conf at
Shiloh in Lewisville; Triangle Conf at Lord of Life in Garner
Spring Conference Meetings: Blue Ridge Conf at St. John's in Hudson

MAY
2

Spring Conference Meetings: Smoky Mountain Conf at Church of the Nativity in Arden; Southwestern Conf at
Salem in Lincolnton
3
Rachel’s Day
28-30 NC Synod Assembly (Bishop's Election)in Greensboro

JUNE
1
19-21
25
30
30

Board Reports Due
NC Women of ELCA SWO 28th Annual Gathering at Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory
Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due
Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and Pres
Committee Evaluations Due

JULY
10-12 Board Retreat – Clarksville, VA
15
Carolina Vine (Summer issue) Send Out

AUGUST
1
15

Bulletin Deadline for September
Bulletin Send September

