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President's Message 

By Susan Harris 

At the conclusion of our annual gathering, the board members and officers are 

installed by the churchwide board member in attendance and they are asked if they 

accept the responsibility of the position to which they were elected. Their response 

may be words such as “With God’s blessing and guidance, I accept this commitment 

and responsibility,” or “I will, and I ask God to help me.” Also at that time all the 

participants are asked if they will support the board members and officers and their 

response is similar.   

Last year after I was elected president of the NC Women of the ELCA, I spoke the 

same or similar words and you responded likewise. I have been blessed by God to be 

in this position of leadership and I am well aware that I am not doing this by myself. 

In the last edition of the Bulletin, our monthly newsletter, I wrote that I was a little scared as I prepared for the 

annual gathering but I knew that, with God’s help, everything would be fine. As Isaiah said, “do not fear, for I 

am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you.” (41:10) 

I thank all of you for your support and prayers during the past year. I have received e-mail messages, text 

messages, phone calls and cards with words that have encouraged me; and I know you have lifted me up in 

prayer this year. Moments before I went to the podium in Grace Chapel on Friday night, I was approached by 

two women who presented me with a card from their congregational unit.  Handwritten inside the card were the 

words “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)  Those words echoed the 

message from Isaiah and reminded me of God’s abiding presence.    

Last year I was presented with some small stones immediately following my election. Each of the stones has a 

word carved into it – peace, joy and strength. These small stones normally rest on my desk where I can pick 

them up and hold them and read the message they convey. Those small stones mean so much to me and serve as 
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daily reminders of the love and support I have received, and continue to receive, from you. They also remind 

me of God’s love for me, for you, for all of us.    

For the devotions at the beginning of our recent board retreat, I used these rocks, along with some small river 

rocks, to illustrate how small things can have big results. If you cast a small stone into a smooth still lake, you 

will see the ripples in the water. As the ripples move away from the point the stone enters the water, they 

increasingly become larger. A small pebble will make a splash followed by ripples and then those ripples 

become waves.  

Sometimes small things are so important. And small things, added up together, can make a significant 

difference. A small child born 2,000 years ago made a big difference in our lives. A small boy with a basket of 

fish and a couple loaves of bread made a difference with the help of Jesus. And you and I together, with the 

God's help, can make a powerful difference, too.  

 

In Remembrance Joy Sue Cook 

By Alice Nelson 

In the summer of 1975 Joy Cook and her family moved from Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, to Raleigh, North Carolina. From then on her enthusiasm and 

unselfish mentoring spread among all those she met in Women of the ELCA and its 

predecessor organizations. Professionally, she was trained as a nurse but anytime it 

was needed she could be a teacher, leader, planner, or entertainer. 

Joy was a leader in the local women’s organizations at Holy Trinity Evangelical and 

St. Philip Lutheran churches in Raleigh as well as the Triangle Conference. She 

served on the Agape/Kure Beach Ministries Board where she helped plan special events and campaigned for 

the establishment of a Wild Women’s Weekend. 

Joy participated in a number of activities on the churchwide level, especially Triennial Gatherings. When the 

Women of the ELCA Churchwide Organization introduced the Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls, Joy was 

one of the first to attend the training and “kick-off.” She co-authored a program on nutrition that was 

presented throughout the conferences of the NC Synod. The program contains great nutritional information 

including memorable “little known” facts about fruits and vegetables. It also featured a candy bar 

identification game (that was easier to do than the fruit/vegetable activities). 

At the synodical level, Joy’s creativity, love of fun, and mentoring skills were used as she served on almost 

every SWO committee. For years she served on the gathering planning committee and used her comedic 

ability, ever-present puppet companion, and willingness to do whatever was necessary to contribute to the 

success of the annual gathering. Those skills also contributed to making the retreats she helped plan very 

successful. When the Teens Gathering in Faith (TGIF) program began, Joy led them through making quilts for 

Lutheran World Relief as a service project, an activity that the young ladies still remember and talk about. 

For seven years Joy alternated between chemotherapy and periods of remission. On July 1, 2015, she 

welcomed the opportunity to bring her special joy to Women of the ELCA sisters who preceded her to the 

Church Triumphant. She will be missed but always remembered joyfully by her sisters still on their earthly 

pilgrimage. 

Joy Sue Cook 



 Gathering 2015 Remembered 

By Susan P. Harris (with additions from Donna Prunkl) 

When I go on a vacation, I always pack my bag carefully with everything neatly folded and in its place. When I 

packed for the Annual Gathering at Lenoir-Rhyne University, June 19-21, I had everything I needed – sheets, 

towels, clothes, comfortable shoes – but what I brought home with me was immeasurable!   

"I Am Created…Called…Empowered" was the theme for the gathering. Created and 

Called are emphasized in 2015, with Empowered reserved for more discussion in 2016.  

On Friday, June 19, the NC 

Women of the ELCA formally 

commenced their 28
th

 Annual 

Gathering by worshipping in 

the new Grace Chapel on the 

campus of Lenoir-Rhyne 

University. The Holden 

Evening Prayer Service was led by our gathering 

chaplain, the Rev. Ann Kelly, and gathering music 

director Ada Smith and her daughter Marie Smith. 

The incredible acoustics made the singing so 

heavenly we wished we had recorded it.  

Following worship, we began business with greetings from Lenoir-Rhyne 

University, Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, as well as a greeting 

from the host conferences humorously presented by Linda Davis of the 

Mecklenburg/Union conference. Barbara Miller, the Women of the ELCA 

Churchwide Board member, addressed the attendees, providing information 

about the churchwide organization and its mission. She emphasized that we 

should “dedicate ourselves anew to the work of the church,” and we should 

“recommence and recommit” ourselves. She praised the NC SWO for its 

innovation and organization. The evening concluded with an informal “meet 

and greet” in the dormitories where we shared cookies, laughter and 

fellowship. 

The morning came early Saturday, 

especially for those who attended the matins service held at the prayer 

garden immediately behind Grace Chapel. Tonie Neal, Sandhills 

Conference presider, used the analogy of the cracked pot to remind us 

that even faulty and imperfect God will call us and use us in his earthly 

kingdom. Following breakfast, Chaplain Ann Kelly led a Bible study in 

the Belk Centrum auditorium. The Bible study was based on Ephesians 

4:1-7, where, said Chaplain Ann, "the body is a metaphor for unity 

created by God."  

With no time to waste, the voting members (formerly known as delegates) 
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got about the business at hand and the election of the vice president 

was held. Denise White, who had been appointed to that position 

last year, was elected to serve a two-year term.  

President and CEO of Lutheran Services Carolinas Ted Goins Jr. 

brought greetings from that organization and we also viewed a video 

that explained its varied work. He thanked the gathering for all the 

NC Women of the ELCA's support. Lisa Whalen, a representative 

from Thrivent Financial, was on hand to greet us. A grant from 

Thrivent makes possible out gathering notebook (GPR). The video 

of our partner in ministry, Agape+Kure Beach Ministries was 

shown and, we viewed the NC Women of the ELCA video that was 

presented at the 2015 Synod Assembly. Tammy Sanders from 

Christian Tours spoke to us briefly and showed a video promoting 

the NC SWO trip to the Lutheran World Relief headquarters in 

Maryland, which will occur at the end of September (See the 

website for more info). Our Young Women Guests, teens and 

younger girls and children were introduced to us. They bring their 

enthusiastic vitality to our gathering.  

One of the highlights of the weekend 

was our keynote speaker, the Rev. Christine Bohr Anderson. We were honored 

to have her accept our invitation to the Annual Gathering, and we were not 

disappointed! She shared that forty years ago when she attended Lutheran 

Theological Southern Seminary, the Lutheran Women awarded her scholarships 

that enabled her schooling. She said that we should trust God and our fellow 

women to help us discover our gifts and share them with the church and the 

world. She was pleased that we named the Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary 

Scholarship in her honor, as the first 

woman ordained in the NC Synod.  

We also heard from Jessie Hagen about her work with the Mugumo 

Project, our current Pennies of Hope Project. She shared her 

experiences and her excitement about the ministry and described 

exciting plans for the funds from the pennies project.  

 We elected Stephanie Buie to the position of Secretary (to which she 

had been appointed last summer following the resignation of Angela 

Bell). Five board members were elected or re-elected: Jane 

Cadwallader, the Rev. Dr. Mary S. Lautensleger, Stephenie Oxford, 

Donna Prunkl and Leslie Pipan.  

On Saturday, we also approved the 2016-17 Budget, two resolutions were adopted, and we heard the report of 

the Patterson Memorial Scholarship committee. In an effort to balance our NC SWO budget, the voting 

members, after considerable discussion, voted to reduced the percent that the NC SWO will send to Churchwide 
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from 70% to 60% beginning July 2015. It 

was noted that we have far fewer 

congregations sending offerings. It is 

important that unit offerings be sent to the 

NC SWO treasurer in a timely manner. 

Later in the afternoon, some 12 awareness 

sessions were presented on topics 

including: dementia, the Mugumo Project, 

women and money, advocacy, Lily Pad 

Haven (sexual trafficking), and Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Services. 

Education is always an important part of our gathering and the workshops were well attended.  

Saturday night, after concluding the business session, we were entertained by an exceptionally talented guest, 

Ken “McIver” Davis, who sang and accompanied himself on the guitar. The women then had an opportunity to 

engage in dorm devotions. 

Sunday morning worship was led by Chaplain Kelly, with the Rev. Dr. Leonard H. Bolick, NC Women of the 

ELCA, preaching on our theme. This will be our last time to hear from Bishop Bolick since he is retiring as 

bishop the end of July. One of our resolutions was a thank you to him for his support of the NC Women of the 

ELCA.  

Following worship, we had the opportunity to thank out-going board 

members: Karin O'Donnell, Linda Holden and Anne Glovier. 

Barbara Miller conducted the installation of officers and board 

members for 2015-16, the final action before the official closing of 

the 2015 Annual Gathering. (Since the gathering, we are sad to 

report the resignation of Board Member Marilyn Bell-Hawley. Nena 

Babb of Hickory, who received the next highest number of votes in 

the board elections, agreed to fill Marilyn's position.) 

Some other highlights include an increase in attendance from the 

previous year. There were 61 voting members and, along with guests 

and other visitors, the total attendance was 168. Offerings during the 

weekend totaled $3,614.11 with one-half going to Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Services and one-half to the churchwide organization. The Pennies offering collected 

at the gathering for the Mugumo Project was $435.85 (collection goes through Jan 2016); $25 was received for 

the Leadership Legacy Fund and $75 for the Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Fund. Lutheran 

Services Carolina received $1,100 in monetary gifts, with an estimated $1,800 of in-kind gifts. 

At the conclusion of this busy and exciting weekend, I had to pack my bag to return home, but there was so 

much that would not fit neatly into my luggage. There were many blessings, old friendships renewed, new 

acquaintances, important information and great ideas that simply could not be contained inside my suitcase. I 

came away from the Annual Gathering with so much more than I brought and I pray that you did too.  

 

Anne Glovier leads the Awareness Session on Islam. 

Outgoing Board Members: (Left to 

right) Glovier, Holden and O"Donnell 



 

2015 Pennies of Hope Recipient, The Mugumo Project 
 

By Jesse Hagen 
 
Created. Called. Empowered. The theme of June’s gathering perfectly 
embodied the Mugumo Project’s story. We have always been created 
and called, but, thanks to the tireless efforts of all of you lovely ladies, 
we are empowered more than ever before! Not only did the Mugumo 
Project soar to new heights, but I drove out of Hickory feeling renewed 
and ready to continue the work that God has asked me to do.  
  
The big question of the weekend was “What are you going to do with 
all of our pennies?” The board’s first thought was “paper weight 
factory!” but that idea didn’t last too long . . . Instead, we have decided 
to invest your money. Your pennies are going to be used to start a 
series of innovative and sustainable vocational training programs at 
Machakos Rescue Centre in Kenya.  
  
Many of you are familiar with our teacher sponsoring program at Nairobi Children’s Home (NCH), the Kenyan 
government’s home for children newborn to age seven. Machakos is where the girls go after they leave NCH. 
It’s part of the same government system, but later on in the pipeline. Most of the girls who come to Machakos 
are victims of abuse, child marriage, forced labor, and other traumas; each case is unique and the staff works 
tirelessly to assist the roughly 70 girls through the rehabilitation process. Similar to NCH, the Kenyan 
government views Machakos as a temporary institution, but in reality most girls spend months to years living 
on a compound with an underfunded school and severely limited resources. At age 17, they are released into 
society with virtually no transitional assistance.  
  
Madam Constance Muasa, manager of the Rescue Centre, is looking to kill several birds with one stone; like 
many of you, she has a heart of gold and a will of steel. She is always looking for new and effective ways to 
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build up the institution. Our plan for the Pennies contribution is to start several vocational training programs 
that will accomplish many goals:  
 
1. Job Skills: By participating in these programs, the girls will learn valuable job skills that will assist them in 

finding a job once they leave Machakos. Job skills are important for any young person, but, as many of 
these girls have little to no familial support, these skills are critical to a successful transition into society. A 
job could save a girl from resorting to prostitution or early marriage as a means of support.  

2. Income for the Centre: For most of the programs (i.e. baking and beadwork), there is a commerce 
component, a service provided or goods to be sold. Madam Constance would like to sell the goods 
produced from the programs to the local community and put the profits back into the home. This is a 
sustainable way to purchase school supplies and supplement staffing needs.  

3. Income for the Girls: For the girls who choose to participate in the training, they will earn a small 
commission whenever their goods sell in the community. Over time, girls will build a decent nest egg that 
can assist with transitioning back into society.  

 
After our meetings in early June, we decided that the pilot programs will be baking and beadwork, but the 
future possibilities are endless! Sewing, tailoring, and salon services were all ideas mentioned in the 
Awareness Sessions (asante for the ideas!). In February/March 2016, the Pennies donation will be used to 
purchase the start-up materials—the ovens, pans, beads, and other necessary supplies. The Mugumo Project 
and Machakos are both very excited to put our ideas into action and I can’t wait to come back to the 2016 
Gathering to report on all the good things your support has made possible. Thank you again—I literally cannot 
say thank you enough for all that you have done!  
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding the Mugumo Project, please contact me at 
jessie@themugumoproject.org. Don’t forget to like the Mugumo Project on Facebook! 
 
Peace,  
Jessie Hagen,  
Executive Director/The Mugumo Project  

 

Gathering Blessed by Evening's Entertainment  

By Patti Lovell 

Ken Davis, a Lexington native, shared his musical gifts with the Annual 

Gathering participants on Saturday night. With every number he 

performed, I believe that most of us were moved by his voice and the way 

it was evident the spirit was guiding him.  As a self-taught songwriter, 

singer, and musician, Ken always gives the glory of his talents to God.   

The Lenoir-Rhyne Event Staff had shared how great a guitar and a strong 

voice would play in Grace Chapel and that information had been shared 

with Ken.  He was like many of us when he walked in--awed by the beauty 

of the chapel while feeling God’s presence. Ken commented that the 

acoustics were beyond any description he could have been given. 

Many of you commented to Ken, to Board Members, and to Gathering Ken Davis 
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Planning Committee Members, how the entertainment was a great way to end a very busy day. His heartfelt 

delivery of each piece allowed us to wind down.  Ken was very touched by all of you that took the time to 

thank him for joining us.   

To me, Ken Davis is a true example of someone knowing that he is  CREATED*CALLED*EMPOWERED. 

Patti P. Lovell, Gathering Planning Co-Chair 

 

Scholarship Presented by Its Namesake 
By Molly Markley 

I had a wonderful experience at the 2015 Gathering of the North Carolina 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church this summer! It was so fun to 

spend the weekend with such a wonderful bunch of ladies.  

My favorite part of the whole weekend was accepting the Christine Bohr-

Anderson scholarship from Christine Bohr-Anderson herself! What an 

amazing feeling. It was so surreal to be able to actually meet the woman 

who makes this scholarship possible. I believe this was an experience that 

not a lot of scholarship winners get to have, and I was lucky enough to be 

one of those few.  

I accepted this scholarship with such honor and I know I will remember this 

moment for quite some time. I feel so extremely blessed to have such a 

huge support system through all of these Godly women. I appreciate all the 

encouragement and the outpouring of love I received!  

 

NC Women of the ELCA Beats the Heat 
 

Lutheran Services Carolinas Grateful for Outpouring of Donations  
 

By Kristen Kitchen 

Not even scorching temperatures and hungry mosquitoes could 

stop the NC Women of the ELCA! Despite the stifling summer 

weather, the attendees of the 2015 NC Women of the ELCA 

Gathering in Hickory stocked the Lutheran Services Carolinas tent 

with personal care supplies, school supplies, and household 

items. LSC staff who attended the gathering worked hard to keep 

up with the influx of gifts. Master organizer Ed Ruse, vocational 

training coordinator for LSC’s Refugee Resettlement Services in 

Raleigh, sorted the gifts and packed them in the LSC van to be 

transported to the child and family offices for distribution. 

 

The Rev Christine Bohr-Anderson (Lt) 
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Ed Ruse, refugee services, filled the LSC van 

full of in-kind gifts. 



This year, the NC women gave close to $2,000 in in-kind gifts and more than $1,400 in monetary donations to 

LSC’s N.C. programs and services. These gifts will directly benefit participants in LSC’s refugee services, foster 

care, veterans services, and adult residential programs. All LSC staff and residents are extremely grateful to 

the NC Women of the ELCA for their support and generous gifts. Thank you for being LSC’s ministry partner 

and for your continual devotion to service and outreach. LSC could not do it without you! 

 

Faith at the Gathering 
By Donna Prunkl 

Worship at the 2015 Gathering was especially meaningful this year, since we 

were able to worship in the new Grace Chapel 

on the campus of Lenoir-Rhyne University in 

Hickory. The beauty was an enhancement and 

the acoustics even more so. Bishop Leonard 

Bolick reminded us that God calls each of us 

by name and sends us out into the world to 

share the Good News of Jesus Christ. But God 

didn't leave us to go alone but sent the Holy 

Spirit to lead and guide us.  

During Bible Study, Chaplain Ann Kelly, pastor 

of St. John's Lutheran in Hudson, led us as we 

looked at Ephesians 4: 1-7. "These verses 

emphasize aspects of human behavior that 

builds a peaceful and harmonious community 

body": be humble, gentle, and patient, 

grounded in love. God calls us to unity through the incarnation of Christ, 

reconciling heaven and earth.  

 

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
PLANNING CALENDAR 2015 - 2016 

 
 

29TH Anniversary of Women of the ELCA  

            August 2015 – July 2016 

  

August 2015  

1                                          Bulletin Deadline for September  

22 Committee Day I – St. Mark’s, Mooresville 

28 Bulletin Send September 

  

September 2015 

1 

                                   LITERACY MONTH 

Bulletin Deadline for October 



15 

21 

24-27 

Bulletin Send October 

International Day of Prayer for Peace 

Lutheran World Relief Field Trip 

Theological Seminar for Women 

Southwestern Conference Fall Gathering, Lutheran Chapel- 

25-26 

26 

30 Carolina Vine (Fall Issue) articles to Editor and President 

 

October 2015 

1 

3 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

15 

15 

24 

31 

                DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 

Bulletin Deadline for November 

Salem Conference Fall Gathering, Nazareth-Rural Hall  

Cabarrus/Stanley Conference Fall Gathering, First-Albemarle 

Central  and Northern Conferences Fall Gathering, Grace-Thomasville  

Rowan Conference Fall Gathering, St. Peter's-Salisbury 

Sandhills Fall Conference Gathering, Our Saviour-Southern Pines 

Smoky Mountain Conference Fall Gathering, St. Mark's-Asheville 

Bulletin Send November 

Carolina Vine (Fall issue) Send out 

Mecklenburg/Union Conference Fall Gathering, A Mighty Fortress-Charlotte 

Board Reports Due 

 

 

November 2015 THANKOFFERING MONTH 

1 Bulletin Deadline for December 

1 

6 

 

13-14 

15 

All Saints Sunday 

Church Women United, World Community Day 

Lutheran World Relief Fall Collections Drop-Off Deadline  

SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake 

Bulletin Send December 

 

 

December 2015 

 
 

CHRISTMAS 
1 Bulletin Deadline for January  

1 World AIDS Day 

15 Bulletin Send January  

25 Christmas 

31 

 

January 2016 

Board NEW YEAR 

1                                        Bulletin Deadline for February  

15 Bulletin Send February  

15 Carolina Vine (Winter issue) articles to Editor and Pres 

23 Committee Day II – Location TBD 

18-24 

30 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Committee Day II (Snow date) 

31  

 

Carolina Vine (Winter issue) Send out 

February 2016 BLACK HISTORY MONTH 



1 Bulletin Deadline for March  

10 

15 

Ash Wednesday 

Bulletin Send March  

15 Board Reports Due 

TBD One Day Retreat – (held in many Conferences)  

19-21 Conference of SWO Presidents – Chicago 

28 Bold Women’s Sunday (Women of the ELCA Sunday) 

  

 

March 2016 

1 

 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

SWO Committee Reports Due for GPR 

1 

4-5 

11-13 

Bulletin Deadline for April  

SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake 

Spring Retreat – Kure Beach 

15 Bulletin Send April  

27 Easter 

30 Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres 

  

April 2016 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

1 

1 

Bulletin Deadline for May/June  

Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications Deadline 

15 Bulletin Send May/June  

15 

 

Carolina Vine (Spring issue) Send Out  

May 2016 

4 

 

Rachel’s Day 

 

June 2016                     

1 

3-4 

Board Reports Due 

NC Synod Assembly (tentative) 

24-26 

25 

NC Women of ELCA SWO 29th Annual Gathering  

Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due  

30 Committee Evaluations Due 

 

July 2016 

 

 

15 

22-24 

30 

Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and President 

Board Retreat – Location TBD 

Carolina Vine (Summer issue) Send Out 

 

August 2016  

1 Bulletin Deadline for September  

15 Bulletin Send September  

TBD Committee Day I – Location TBD 

 

2015-16 Board Installation 


