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What I Learned at the Conference of Presidents 

By Susan Harris, NC SWO President 

During the weekend of February 

20-22, I attended the Conference of 

Presidents held in Chicago. This is 

an annual weekend planned for all 

the synodical women’s 

organizations presidents to be able 

to meet together. The goal of the 

weekend was to learn and share and 

serve. 

So what did I learn?  

I learned information about staff 

changes at the churchwide office in Chicago. Audrey Riley, former associate editor of Lutheran Woman Today, 

was hired to replace Emma Crossen as the Director of Stewardship and Development. Terri Lackey who was 

previously the editor of our Women of the ELCA magazine, Gather, has become the new Director for 

Communications.  

For those congregational units that use the Bible study in Gather magazine, you may be excited to know that the 

Bible study for next year will be in a different format. There will be shorter segments; instead of the nine-month 

This publication may be downloaded and printed without cost from our website www.ncwelca.org on the 

RESOURCES page. You may also receive the FREE online Carolina Vine by e-mail. Register in the right hand column 

of the home page of the website.  

NC SWO Presidents: Our president, Susan Harris, is near the center on the floor in 

a light blue sweater. 



Bible study, there will be a three-month study from September through November, followed by a one-month 

reflection in December. Another series of studies will begin in January and run through April, followed by a 

single study for May. Also the upcoming summer Bible study was written by Emma Crossen and deals with 

stewardship.  

Of other interest, the presidents were given information about the Tenth Triennial Gathering nominations and 

the rank order process for selecting voting members. It seems hard to believe but that election will be held when 

we meet for our Annual Gathering next year, in 2016.   

The next Triennial Gathering will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota in July 2017. The theme has not yet been 

determined but will probably be decided when the churchwide board meets in April 2015. One change from 

previous practice, instead of each synod having a Triennial Gathering Promoter, there will be between nine and 

fifteen such positions across the country. Those people will be chosen by the churchwide staff, based on their 

skills in marketing and promotion. If you know someone who would fit that description and would be 

interested, they can submit an application once that process has begun.  

Besides these topics, we addressed issues relating to communication and leadership, as well as stewardship and 

human trafficking.  By the end of the weekend, my brain was   overloaded with information. I look forward to 

sharing with you more of the information and ideas I gleaned from this wonderful experience as we interact. 

Until then, I want you to know that I was honored to represent the North Carolina Women of the ELCA as your 

president. 

 
     Lutheran Services Carolinas 
 

     By Leslie Pipan 

 

The mission of Lutheran Services Carolinas (LSC) is to fulfill the 

proclamation of Christ in John 10:10, “I came that they may have 

life and have it abundantly.” Their Mission is empowered by 

Christ; we walk together with all they serve. They serve children, 

youth and families, adults, seniors, refugees and those who need 

help in time of disaster. Lutheran Services cannot do it alone! 

 

North Carolina Women of the ELCA has for many years helped by contributing in-kind gifts or money to LSC 

at our Annual Gathering. In 2014, we collected over $669.00 in cash and $2,301 in in-kind gifts.  
 

In the February 2015 President’s Bulletin, there was a list of LSC’s Child and Family Services Program Needs. 

Their needs range from clothing and recreational items, school supplies, toiletries, cleaning supplies and new 

household items. If you or your organization prefers to make a cash donation in lieu of or in addition to an in-

kind gift, please make checks payable to LSC and mark “child and family services” in the memo field. 

  

In the upcoming May President’s Bulletin you will receive two LSC forms: Cash Form and In-Kind Gifts Form. 

They will also be listed on the Gathering page of our NC SWO website. When you attend the NC SWO 

Gathering, June 19-21, 2015, at Lenoir-Rhyne University, please bring the completed form(s) with you along 

with your contributions. It will save you time when you arrive if the form(s) is already completed. It will also 

help LSC in reporting the results of our collections. Look for the form(s). 

 

Let’s continue to help LSC in its Mission to Serve! 

 



 

NC Women of the ELCA to Honor Bishop Bolick with a Reception 

Your help is needed! 

By Donna Prunkl 

After 18 years of leadership as Bishop of the NC Synod, the Rev. Dr. Leonard H. 

Bolick is retiring. There will be a service of farewell and Godspeed to honor him at 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Salisbury on Sat., April 25. Everyone is invited.  

To thank the bishop for his support and love, the NC Women of the ELCA has 

offered to provide the refreshments for the reception that will follow worship. We 

will keep it traditional with nuts, mints and homemade cookies.  

We need your help in making mints and cookies. Please see the attached flyer. We 

want to make this a lovely event for Bishop Bolick and his wife Rita. Thank you for 

your help. 

 

Exciting Changes at the 2015 NC SWO Annual Gathering  

By Patti Lovell and Jane Cadwallader 

Calling all Women of the ELCA!   We look forward to seeing you in 

Hickory on the campus of Lenoir-Rhyne University, June 19-21, 2015.  

The NC SWO Board and Gathering Planning Committee have tried to 

address last year’s evaluations. Therefore, we are trying some new things 

in new locations, so read carefully!  

 Check-in at Cromer Center this year (where the dining hall is 

located) 

 Early Bird Awareness Sessions on Friday:  two tours of Grace 
Chapel and a Bible study 

 Worship Service on Friday night in Grace Chapel 

  “Meet and Greet” in the dorms on Friday night 

 Morning Matins in the Chapel Prayer Garden, weather 

permitting 

 Elections and business on Saturday in Belk Centrum 

 The Rev. Christine Bohr Anderson as our Keynoter 

 Jessie L. Hagen from Kenya to share info about The Mugumo 

Project, our current Pennies of Hope Project 

 Musical Entertainment by Ken “McIver” Davis in Grace Chapel 

 Optional vegan and gluten-free meal choices. NOTE: These special orders must be preordered on 
the registration form and cannot be changed; neither can they be requested once in the Dining Hall  

 Meals were selected from a catered menu offered by LRU  

 Sunday Worship in Grace Chapel 

 Registration Forms posted on the website 



 Messenger Bags with this year’s logo can be preordered on the Registration Forms. 

 As always, come ready to be renewed and inspired since we are all 

CREATED * CALLED * EMPOWERED 

Patti and Jane are co-chairs of the Gathering Planning Committee. 

LATE BREAKING NEWS:  

NC Women of the ELCA will be giving our Pennies for Hope to the Mugumo Project, founded, in part by one 

of our former Young Women Guests, Jessie Hagen. She will be in the States from Kenya and will be joining us 

at our Annual Gathering in Hickory, June 19-21, 2015. AND she will sharing information, pictures, stories and 

excitement about her ministry in an Awareness Sessions! God is good and we are blessed to be Created * Called 

* Empowered! 

The Mugumo Project 101: An Introduction 
 
By Jessie Hagen 

 

People who have not had the delight of listening to me agonize 

over every twist and setback in the long process of starting the 

Mugumo Project often have trouble grasping what exactly we do 

in Kenya. Ahead of my awareness session at the Gathering in 

June, I would like to give you a basic sense of who we are as an 

organization. 

  

Essentially, we provide educational support to the government-

operated children’s homes in Kenya. What does that actually 

mean? In order to situate the Mugumo Project in the crowded 

spectrum of children’s charities, I think it is helpful to start by 

stating what we are not.  

 

We are not a children’s home. We facilitate education to vulnerable children through sponsoring kids to attend 

good schools outside of the home and by sponsoring excellent teachers to teach in the children’s home. 

  

The term “vulnerable children” includes kids from a variety of backgrounds. Nairobi Children’s Home (NCH), 

our primary government partner, is the first stop for children who have been abandoned, orphaned, and/or 

abused. According to NCH’s director, there are many children who have lived at NCH for years who have 

shown no notable educational progress due to a lack of quality teachers. Through our programs, we are 

attempting to empower these children with the skills necessary to take their lives into their own hands.   

 

We are not a traditional sponsoring organization. Our sponsors are small in number and are committed to 

long-term support. In fact, all of them are former NCH volunteers who have personally met their sponsor kids.  

  

Five years after we first started sponsoring, we have decided to tackle the root of the problem by hiring a 

qualified teacher to boost the education offered by NCH. Instead of a select group of sponsored children 

benefiting, all of the kids benefit from the teacher’s presence. Teacher sponsoring is our new frontier.  

 

We are not a “top-down” NGO. The Mugumo Project is very much in partnership with the directors of the 

children's’ homes. We simply enable them to act in the best interests of the children. Only together—donors, 

teachers, and directors—are we able to truly lift these children up.  

 

Jessie Hagen and new teacher, Judi Randiek 



So, what are we? We are unique. Out of the thousands of NGOs 

operating in Kenya only the Mugumo Project is working to 

support the government children’s homes. We could take our 

group of sponsored kids and build a cozy children’s home of our 

own. Although that is an ideal solution, we feel that working to 

strengthen the government homes will positively impact the lives 

of many more children. Every abandoned or orphaned child in 

Kenya must stay at the government homes for some period of 

time, but only a chosen few are ever selected to join the limited 

number of private homes or reunited with a family member.  

 

I hope this has helped you gain a sense of the Mugumo Project 

and what we stand for as an organization. I look forward to 

seeing many of you in June and sharing our story even more. If 

you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at jessie.l.hagen@gmail.com or visit 

www.themugumoproject.org.  

 

See you in June! 

 
Messenger Bags Available 
 

By Patti Lovell 

Alright, we all have so many bags that we have collected over the years of 

attending NC SWO Gatherings, triennials, conferences, etc.  (I am guilty of 

buying them at yard sales!)  

Well, this year, get ready to be WOWED!  The Gathering Planning Committee is offering Messenger Bags 

with this year’s theme and logo.  It is blue and has a Velcro outside pocket and will easily hold a laptop or tablet 

inside.  Our theme and logo will be used for 2015 AND 2016, so the bags will still be current at next year’s 

gathering! 

These messenger bags can be preordered on your Gathering Registration Form for the very low, and beyond 

reasonable, price of only $10.00!  Don’t chance missing your opportunity (There were a limited number 

ordered.) on this great deal that is a wonderful, useful way to proudly show that you are a NC Woman of the 

ELCA….CREATED * CALLED * EMPOWERED! 

I am…CALLED! 

By Susan P. Harris 

In the last edition of the Carolina Vine, we had just 

introduced our new theme – I Am Created – Called – 

Empowered! At that time I focused my comments on the 

first part of that theme, I Am Created. Today I want to 

address the second part of the theme – I Am…Called. 

We often hear pastors and other religious professionals 

refer to their “call.” They were “called” to the ministry and 

service in the church. How did they receive their call? Did 

mailto:jessie.l.hagen@gmail.com
http://www.themugumoproject.org/


it come to them in a dream? Was there a sudden awakening and realization of their future destiny? Did an angel 

appear to them? 

Just this week, I encountered my cousin at the funeral of a family member. After greeting each other, his next 

comment to me was, “I’m applying to Southern,” referring to Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in 

Columbia. I was as excited to hear that news as he was to share this information with me. You see, I had 

suggested to him on several occasions that he should consider that career path but he had previously dismissed 

my suggestion. He related to me that, when he was sitting in church recently, the scripture for the day from the 

book of Job moved him to his decision. As my cousin related to me, he immediately acted on his “call.” He took 

action and is proceeding forward. 

According to the Bible, an angel appeared to Mary and she accepted the call that was made to her. She willingly 

undertook what God asked of her. How would we react in such a situation? Would we willingly answer, or 

accept, the call as she did?  

In our society today, most of the calls we receive are on our telephones, either in our home or a cell phone. It 

seems like a majority of the telephone calls I receive are solicitation calls attempting to sell something or asking 

for donations to various charities or callers conducting political polls. Unfortunately, these calls can be 

annoying, often because they occur at inopportune times. What if the call from God doesn’t come at an 

opportune time? When would be a good time to receive that call?  

And conversely, what happens when we are expecting an important call… and it doesn’t come? The phone 

doesn’t ring? We get anxious. Have you ever picked up the receiver to make sure your phone is still working? 

Maybe you look at your cell phone to see if you’ve missed a call.   

There are times when the phone rings late at night after I’m asleep and I’m awakened. When that happens, I fear 

the worst. I am afraid I will hear a message of bad news.   

Sometimes we fail to accept God’s call. Does his call to us go unanswered? Are we reluctant or hesitant to 

answer his call? The “call” you and I receive may not entail a life-changing commitment, but it may require a 

simple modification to our daily lives. Whatever the call, hopefully, when we receive it, we will accept the 

challenge, just as Mary did. We must be willing to carry out the plan God has for us, no matter what that plan 

may be. It may not be a call to be a parish minister, but it may be a call to minister in the parish or in some other 

way.  

As Women of the ELCA, we minister with our many 

projects, with our pennies, with our pop tabs, with our 

soup labels and box tops, with our quilts and kits, with 

our Bible studies and retreats. Join us as we answer the 

call to reach out to others in the church, the society, and 

the world.  

Bad Girls on Retreat 

By Denise White 

Have you ever wondered what our ELCA Kure Beach 

Retreat Center looks like full of good women talking 

bad?? Um, that’s talking about Bad Girls - Of the Bible!!! 
The young women’s group at Spring Retreat visited the 

aquarium with their leaders. 



 

Terri Brown and I teamed up to present the Spring Retreat (March 6-8, 2015) using the book by Liz Curtis 

Higgs: Bad Girls of the Bible. The Retreat title: “What’s a Good Girl to Do?” We had no idea what kind of a 

response we would receive. By the deadline, registrations were still coming in! The announcement went out 

over Facebook, “Registration full”…..the registrations kept coming!!!  I think Terri and I panicked for a 

moment, until God let it be known to Terri, that it would be okay. And it was. 

 

We had 53 participants. Yes, you read that correctly, 53!! Did you know that the Kure Beach Retreat Center 

doesn’t have beds for that many?? Our usual participation is 30-35. We were blessed by Palm Air Reality. 

Several stayed at one of their properties, as did our group of young women who gathered for their own program 

(thanks to Karin O’Donnell and Melissa Holden Jernigan).  

 

We were blessed by the fellowship. Our youngest participant was 11 and our oldest was 85. We learned that we 

can have “bad moments,” “bad seasons,” or that some are just “bad to the bone.” None of those in attendance 

fell under that last category!! We ate (thanks to Terri, her husband Monte and Kathy Johnson), we played (free 

time at the beach), we slept (at least a little), we sang, we laughed and we learned! 

 

We covered bad girls: Eve, Lot’s Wife, Delilah, Michal, Jezebel and the Woman at the Well. Do you know 

which ones were “bad for the moment,” “bad for the season,” or “bad to the bone”? 

 

Join us for another retreat to find out and talk to any one of the 53 that joined us!! 

 

 

One-Day Retreat: Forgiveness 

By Donna Prunkl 

The weather was not very forgiving on February 21. During the prior week snow assaulted the state, some areas 

worse than others. Most locations for the One-Day Retreat had to postpone to later dates, others cancelled; only 

a couple went on as scheduled.  

Wherever and whenever they were held, the response was positive. Everyone could relate to and understand the 

importance of the topic: Forgiveness. One of Jesus most difficult challenges for us is to forgive those who 

persecute and despise us, to forgive our enemies. Jesus loves each of us and knows that in order for us to show 

his love to everyone, we must first seek forgiveness and demonstrate forgiveness in all we do. From the cross, 

he forgave all those who had so horribly wronged him.  



Most presenters used a provided PowerPoint in their programs, and there was plenty of time for break-out 

groups and discussion. Next year, there will be an announced snow date. No one wants to miss these special 

retreats. 

     

 

 

 

 

CONGA FOR CHRIST 
 

         
     

By Lorri L. Monterose 

 

Little did I know that a chance encounter at my pastor’s retirement reception would ultimately lead me to doing 

the Conga for Christ in the sanctuary of Christ Lutheran Church in Charlotte! Let me explain… 

 

This past September, I met the Rev. John Mocko at the Rev. Johnny Cozart’s retirement reception. During our 

conversation, Pastor Mocko proposed that NC Women of the ELCA support the NC Synod by providing 

greeters for the upcoming NC Synod Conference “Forward Together in Christ and Community” to be held at 

Christ Lutheran Church in Charlotte on January 29-31. The NC SWO Board agreed that providing greeters at 

the three-day Synod event would be an excellent opportunity for service and exposure for our organization, I 

naively volunteered to coordinate the volunteers for NC Women of the ELCA for the event.  

 

Those of you who know me, know that I am a planner. I like to know the task at hand so I can develop an action 

plan with all the steps that will get me to the goal. Those who know Rev. Mocko, know that he is a “Big 

Picture” kind of guy. The only direction he gave me was to provide  greeters who would make everyone feel 

welcomed as they arrived at the conference, and to find a way to easily distinguish the ladies as  greeters.  

 

A break-out group shares at the Catawba 

Conference One-Day Retreat. 

Old friends get 

together at retreats. 

One of the activities at the Rowan One-Day 

Retreat was working on a quilt together. 



I wasn’t too worried about the vague job description – be greeters for the event. I felt confident that as long as 

enough women showed up, we could handle any task put before us. However, I struggled with a way to identify 

us as greeters until I thought of using straw hats. I bought hats in all different shapes and sizes, then decorated 

them with ribbon and the Women of the ELCA lily cross. Voila! The greeters could now be easily identified 

and it was also great branding for our organization.  

 

Despite things not shaping up exactly the way I had hoped, the day of the event quickly approached. I had done 

my homework, crossing each item off my To Do List in preparation for the event. Now it was time to step out in 

faith, trusting that God would provide what was needed to be successful. Lo and behold, exactly enough women 

showed up each day of the event! None of us knew quite what to expect, especially that first evening, but we 

were armed with our WELCA hats, laminated maps of Christ Lutheran Church and our welcoming smiles. 

 

Throughout the three days, we were able to greet every participant as they arrived at Christ Lutheran and we 

provided directional support moving 350 participants around the large facility with ease. In addition, we filled 

gaps as they arose and, in general, encouraged those attending to be present in the moment and enjoy their time 

at the event. We even ended up being cheerleaders, literally, when several of us joined Diane Ryan onstage to 

lead the cheers as speakers were introduced. All things considered, our role in the Synod Conference may have 

been small, but we were certainly visible.  

 

After a long and exciting day of speakers and break-out Sessions, Friday evening’s entertainment was a concert 

by Peter Mayer in Christ Lutheran’s huge sanctuary. What a way to end such an invigorating day! Toward the 

end of his concert, Peter Mayer introduced a song by saying he wrote it with a conga line in mind. And he 

didn’t know if we thought a conga line in a sanctuary was acceptable or not, but he wouldn’t have any 

objections. Apparently, that’s all it took to get the party started. 

 

Before I knew it, I was up on my feet and dancing down the aisle headed for the front of the room with my 

hands waving over my head, which is not something I would normally do. Yes, I have danced in plenty of 

conga lines in my day, but I was always at the back of the line. I have two left feet and very little rhythm, so I 

never imagined that I had the capability to lead one. And yet, there I was, dancing, heading for the spotlight 

trained on Peter Mayer. 

 

After all was said and done, I not only survived, but I learned some valuable lessons from my experience. It’s 

easy doing something you already know how to do, but is that all you’re capable of? Stepping out of your 

comfort zone and into the unknown is how you expand your comfort zone, and you grow in faith in the process. 

Whether you succeed, partially hit the goal, or fall flat on your face isn’t what’s important. What really matters 

is that you trust enough to step out boldly in faith.  

 

Trust that you will succeed in stirring up the waters for Christ. Trust enough to allow the Holy Spirit to stir up 

the waters… the waters of our baptism… to create an undeniable calling to something greater than ourselves. 

My dancing wasn’t just for me; nor was it just having the guts to lead a Conga Line despite my lack of 

musicality. It was an encouragement to those around me to literally get up out of their pews and dance the 

Conga for Christ in their communities when the conference ended.   

 

The impact of my dancing may not be what I envision, but I trust that I helped sow some seeds and I have faith 

that the result is exactly how Christ intended. 



 

* Lutheran World Relief Center Trip to Baltimore, MD area. Sept 24-27, 2015 

Ever wonder what happens to all those kits and quilts that are donated to Lutheran World Relief. Travel to 

Maryland with your NC SWO sisters in faith on a comfortable Christian Tours bus and find out. You'll have the 

opportunity to volunteer for a day at the center and then have two days to see the sites around Baltimore and 

take a riding bus tour through Washington, D.C. See the Winter Vine for the brochure or look under EVENTS 

on the NC SWO website. 

 

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA PLANNING CALENDAR 2015 
 

APRIL - CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

11 Sandhills Spring Conf Meeting at Church of the Living Word in Laurinburg 

15  Bulletin Send May/June  

15  Carolina Vine (Spring issue) Send Out Deadline 

18  Spring Conference Meetings: Alex/Iredell Conf at St. Luke's in Taylorsville; Catawba Conf at St. Andrew's in 

 Hickory; North Coastal Conf at Our Redeemer in Greenville; Rowan Conf at Grace in Salisbury; Salem Conf at 

 Shiloh in Lewisville; Triangle Conf at Lord of Life in Garner 

25  Spring Conference Meetings: Blue Ridge Conf at St. John's in Hudson 
 

MAY 

2  Spring Conference Meetings: Smoky Mountain Conf at Church of the Nativity in Arden; Southwestern Conf at 

 Salem in Lincolnton 

3  Rachel’s Day 

28-30  NC Synod Assembly (Bishop's Election) in Greensboro 
 

JUNE  

1  Board Reports Due 

19-21  NC Women of ELCA SWO 28th Annual Gathering at Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory 

25  Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due  

30  Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and Pres 

30  Committee Evaluations Due 
 

JULY  

10-12  Board Retreat – Clarksville, VA 

15  Carolina Vine (Summer issue) Send Out 
 

AUGUST  

1  Bulletin Deadline for September  

15  Bulletin Send September 

 

SEPT 

24-27 Lutheran World Relief Trip to Maryland 

26 NC SWO Women’s Theological Seminar 


