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NORTH CAROLINA SWO GATHERING 2014 

 

By Melanie Denny 

 

The Planning/Gathering Committee has been hard at work to ensure that the 2014 

NC SWO Annual Gathering will be superb! To be held June 20-22, 2014, at 

Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory, this inspiring event has something for 

everyone. 

 

The Keynote Speaker will be well-known leading author and activist Kimberley 

Rae. She will also be available to sign copies of her books and will conduct an 

Awareness Session. 

 

Music will again be lead by the extremely talented and well received Ada Smith 

of Hickory.  Our Chaplain is The Rev. Mary Hinkle Shore, pastor of the Lutheran 

Church of the Good Shepherd in Brevard, NC. 

 

Awareness Sessions run the gamut from “Mentoring Brave Women,” to 

“Encouraging the Younger Women’s Involvement in the Lutheran Church.” Dr. Mary Streufert , author and Associate 

Director of Justice for the ELCA will lead an extended workshop on “Justice and Women.” 

 

There will be entertainment from the very well known Cantamos Choir on Saturday evening. Also, several surprises are 

planned to make this an event you won’t forget and with lots to take home and share. 

 

Registration forms are available on the North Carolina Women of the ELCA website www.ncwelca.org , from your CU 

Presidents and were included in the latest Bulletin. 

 

Melanie Denny 

Gathering Planning Chair 

 

  



 
 

By Cathy Sell 

 

All during my years as President of the North Carolina Women of the ELCA, the question I was asked most 

often was: “How can we attract younger women to our circles?” That my sisters, is the $64,000 question…or is 

it? 

 

I recently attended the Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer Breakfast and the keynote speaker was Onyeka N. 

Nchege, Vice President and CIO, Information Systems Y Services, Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Consolidated, 

Charlotte, N.C. Mr. Nchege challenged the audience to not lose the dream of Dr. King. He said, “If you have a 

dream, go after it.” He also talked about the line of insurmountable. He asked us if we had lost our sense of 

urgency. He challenged us to take the focus off the struggle and let God. 

 

As sisters in Christ we are committed to “support one another in our callings” and we gather in fellowship. As 

the hymn says, “what a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms.” We gather together to 

listen to each other, to care for one another with love, encouragement, laughter and tears. We hear God’s Word 

and share delicious treats. One might say this is a glimpse of heaven. 

 

The Leadership Committee has a dream – a dream to make it possible for all the women in our synod, who want 

to participate, to be able to do so. This dream gave birth to the LEADERSHIP LEGACY. The purpose of the 

Leadership Legacy is to provide programming and opportunities geared to ensure the legacy of the North 

Carolina Women of the ELCA by energizing and enabling young women to take a more active role within the 

origination.   

 

You are probably asking yourself how this can happen. How can we support it? How can we afford it? “Take 

the focus off the struggle and let God.” 

 

LEADERSHIP LEGACY will be the recipient of the “Pennies of Hope” campaign for this year. This campaign 

will be kicked off at the Spring Gathering. We invite you to encourage your circle and your church members to 

save their pennies. This campaign will go on throughout the year. The goal is to raise $10,000 to help bring 

young women to this organization. Is the goal a line of insurmountable? NO! We can do it. We have done it 

before and we can do it again. And when we do, we will have a sustainable fund to support and encourage 

young women in their callings. 

 

So to answer the question, “How can we attract younger women to our circles?” Campaign for and contribute to 

the LEADERSHIP LEGACY. 

 

Donations to the Leadership Legacy Fund in any amount are welcomed. Donations can be made by mailing a 

check to the current Treasurer.  Checks should be written to “NC Women of the ELCA” with "Leadership 

Legacy” on the memo line.   

 



Donations can be made in honor of an event or in honor or memory of a person whom an individual, a 

congregation, or a congregational unit would like to recognize. If the donation is made in honor of or in 

memory of a person or event, get and fill out a form (included here and available on our website under 

Resources) and enclose it with the check so that an acknowledgment can be mailed.  

 

As we lean on each other and lift up one another, we lean on God and we are held in God’s everlasting arms. 

 

Cathy Sell, NC SWO Leadership Committee 

 

 
 
Women and Justice Listening Events 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

My name is Karin O’Donnell and I am writing as a 

Process Builder for the Women and Justice: One in 

Christ Social Statement. To support social statement 

formation, I am interested in holding a listening  

event at your church or in your area. 

 

You may be aware that the ELCA is currently involved in the process that leads to the development of a social 

statement on women and justice, as called for by the 2009 Churchwide Assembly. For more information, please 

see the social statement website: www.elca.org/womenandiustice. As part of the process, the Women and 

Justice: One in Christ Task Force has made it a priority to hear from people throughout the whole church body. 

 

One of the primary ways the task force can hear from members is through gatherings called "Listening Events." 

These gatherings are important because they provide a forum for hearing concerns, input, and suggestions for 

the task force to consider and discuss or study in depth. They are open-ended and allow us to listen and "brain-

storm" with members of the church who want to surface issues and concerns they think merit the task force's 

attention. As you can imagine, these events are well-suited for involving the whole church body in the social 

statement process and help gain a better understanding of the issues important to church members.  

 

Listening events come in many formats and may involve groups either large or small. Am I able to join your 

congregation, study, class, or event to conduct a listening event? I will facilitate the session with questions and 

information on the social statement process. The only help I need from you is to spread the word about the 

event. The process takes about 1 to 1.5 hours and can be held at any time. lf you have any questions or would 

like to schedule a listening event, see my contact information listed below. Please indicate your interest in a 

Listening Session. 

 

Thank you for your time. I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

In Christ,   

Karin O’Donnell                                                                                                              

karin.odo63@gmail.com                                                                                                  

phone: 919-580-0007 (H)       919-920-4498 

 

 

 

mailto:karin.odo63@gmail.com


 

A Gift from the Lord 

 

By Denise Ramsey, Mission: Growth 

 

It seems every time I turn around someone has a new statistic to share. 

They are everywhere. If you have any doubt, just Google anything and 

you will find some type of statistic. The ones that blow my mind the 

most are about children. On websites, such as Ark of Hope, you find an 

abundance of information about child abuse. Did you know yearly there 

are over 1,850 deaths caused by child abuse? The accounting side of me found it is an average of five children 

per day. Please keep in mind that abuse is NOT only physical – it is also mental, and then there is neglect; these 

are the hardest to report. What concerns me most about these numbers is that in our society we try our hardest to 

look the other direction. Too many times we are scared we may upset someone because we have interfered with 

their lives.  

The Psalmist writes, “Children are a blessing, a gift from the Lord.” I couldn’t agree more. So why are we so 

scared to protect such a precious gift from the Lord? Ten years of my life were spent at a small pediatric office 

in Fayetteville, N.C., as an office manager. One of my duties that no one else wanted to deal with, was to 

contact Child Protective Services. I used their phone number enough that the page was tagged in my phone 

book and the phone number was highlighted. During this time I can remember calling, concerned for the well 

being of at least six families. Of those six families, five children lost their lives, three of which were from 

neglect and the other two due to trauma.   

One furious mother called me because I had called Protective Services about her family. But, after I spoke with 

her, she understood I did it out of my love for children. I explained that they would try to help her get assistance 

to care for her children. I also shared my story with her of someone interfering in my life. One day, when Jacob 

was 4 years old, we stopped by a gas station to vacuum the dirt from a plant that had turned over in my trunk. I 

unbuckled Jacob and also pulled down the back seat which opened into the trunk. I took Jacob out and sat him 

in the trunk while I vacuumed. I couldn’t leave him in the front; I knew I wouldn’t be able to hear him if he 

needed me. When finished in the trunk, I closed it and vacuumed out the front of the car. I got everything put 

back into place and we buckled in. I looked in my rear view mirror. A police officer was behind me. I thought, 

‘Oh, let me get out of his way.’ So I started to pull off. His lights turned on. He proceeded towards my car with 

a stern face. “Ma’am, do you have children with you?” “Yes,” I responded, “he is buckled in his seat.” “Do you 

have any other children with you?” “No, he’s the only one.”  “Ma’am, I need you to open your trunk.” I looked 

at him bum-fuzzled. “What?” “I have a report you have a child in your trunk.” (Remember, I said I had folded 

the car-seat down?) Fortunately, a guardian angel was watching and took the energy to call 911. Unfortunately 

for me, they didn’t know that Jacob had crawled back through the seat and had been properly put in his car seat. 

I popped my trunk open for the police officer. After he searched my car, we went on our ways. The only funny 

portion of this story comes with the knowledge my sister was the 911 dispatcher who received the call and was 

interacting with the police officer. 

After I shared my story with the furious mom, she was appreciative that I was concerned about her children 

enough that I too had called for help. Children have such small voices. It is our duty to look after a heritage of 

our Lord. I believe God instills in us that gut instinct as a nudge to get our attention. If you are concerned for the 



well-being of a child, no matter if it's physical, nutritional or mental, please take the time to watch over the 

innocent. Honestly, only those who are blinded by their vanity will get upset for your interference.   

Prayer:  O, Angels of God, from heaven so bright, watch beside the children and lead them aright. Spread your 

wings round them and guard them with your love; softly sing songs to them of heaven above. Help them feel 

completely safe and take their fears away. Help us to be involved each and every day.  Amen. 

 

Lutheran Services Carolinas                             
Strives for Healing and Wholeness  
for God’s Most Vulnerable 
 
By Kristen Kitchen, Lutheran Services Carolinas  
 
For more than 37 years, Lutheran Services Carolinas child and family 

services has supported vulnerable populations in North and South 

Carolina through special programs aimed at promoting healing and 

wholeness. These programs include child and youth services, such as 

foster care and special needs adoptions, and services geared toward 

adults with developmental disabilities  

or traumatic brain injuries, homeless veterans, and refugees. LSC has also met the needs of those in crisis as the 

lead agency for Lutheran Disaster Response in the Carolinas.   

Every day LSC, a social ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, works with people who are 

down and struggling and helps lift them up. LSC greatly depends on partnerships with congregations across the 

Carolinas. Over the last year, your LSC ministry: 

 helped 61 veterans transition from homelessness to self-sufficiency. 

 improved the lives of 347 children in foster care. 

 provided services and support to 525 refugees. 

 placed 21 children in loving adoptive homes. 

 improved the lives of 48 people battling severe and persistent mental illness. 

 helped 262 families avoid homelessness through 
supportive services and life skills training.  

 supported 83 people with developmental disabilities or 

varying life challenges. 

 
The opportunity to help others is truly a wondrous blessing that 

serves as a constant reminder that God is present in all that we 

do. LSC is so grateful for the outpouring of support shown by 

the North Carolina Women of the ELCA. For years, LSC’s 

programs have benefited from monetary donations and in-kind 

gifts brought to the annual June gathering at Lenoir-Rhyne 

University. A list of program needs for 2014 is included in this 

newsletter and on the website, www.ncwelca.org.   

 

Let’s continue to help LSC in its mission to serve the most vulnerable by providing support, encouragement, 

healing, and hope. For more information about the ministries of LSC, visit www.LSCarolinas.net 

 

 

 

http://www.ncwelca.org/
http://www.lscarolinas.net/


LIVING WATERS – The Easter People 

By Rita Lutz  

Once again we find ourselves on the Lenten journey with Jesus Christ to His suffering and death. We know 

what awaits us – the Resurrection and Christ’s victory over death. The question always arises -- what are you 

giving up for Lent? The answer we usually hear may be chocolate, soft drinks, bread, face booking, texting, 

surfing the Internet, etc. 

Instead of giving up these items, let’s develop a servant’s heart like Paul’s and add something. There are many 

ways of adding a discipline to our lives that helps us focus on the ways we are showered with God’s mercy and 

grace with others. 

Living Waters Lutheran Church in Cherokee has many requests which by the grace of God can be obtained. I 

invite all to pray that these necessities will be filled. 

Here are examples of much needed items of Living Waters:  
1.  Bingo prizes for bingo nights at the church 
2.  Small gifts or toys for surprise box for Sunday school programs for children 
3.  Personal items (shampoo, deodorant, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, etc) 
4.  Pantry needs (paper products, Ziploc type bags, toilet paper and plastic bags 
5.  Clothes for school age children 
6.  Shoes for school age children 
7.  Adult clothes and shoes 
8.  Infant/toddler clothes 
9.  Bath and bed linens 
 
Pantry food needs: 
10. Anything sugar-free including sweeteners  
11. Cereal/breakfast items 
12. Canned meat (tuna, Vienna sausage, spam, Treet, potted meat, etc.) 
13. Pastas such as rice, flavored rice, ramen noodles, hamburger helper, 
ravioli, spaghetti 

 

If you bring any of these as in-kind gifts to the SWO Annual Gathering in June, members of the Mission: 

Action Committee will transport them to Cherokee after the event.   

 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then, 

whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all and especially for those in the family of faith.” 
Galatians 6: 9-10 

Rita Lutz, NC SWO Mission: Action Committee Member 
 

Sharon’s Sharings 
By Sharon Johnson, NC SWO President 

A few days ago I had another of those sad conversations with a sister who is concerned 

about the dwindling size of her circle/unit/women’s group. We certainly have been part 



of this sort of conversation more than a few times, and the causes of the problems and possible solutions are not 

the same for all, and the quick fixes are non-existent. The following is a simplified composite of a few of the 

conversations I have had mixed with a dose of my imagination. 

My dear sister would probably describe her group is very mono-chromatic – same age group and marital status, 

similar life styles. They have met at the same time of day and day of week for many years. The time makes it 

difficult for women in the workforce and/or with children to join them. Once they invite others to participate in 

their group but have not done that for a while. She feels comfortable with the women that still attend, 

comfortable with the way things have been done. They have participated in the same projects and events in the 

same way for years – there is comfort in that, too.  

Deep down all of us know that we should intentionally invite and encourage “others” to join our group. But, we 

also realize that we would have “to do something” as a result. We would have to deal with them, their needs, 

their personalities, the new and different ideas they bring and what they would like to get from this 

organization. They may ask us why things have been done in the same way for a long, long time or they may 

suggest we do things we have never done before. We may not really want “others” to stir things up.  

How might we react to someone who visits our group. We could ignore her until she goes away. We could 

tolerate her until she learns to “fit in and learns to act like us.” I have had women, younger women, women with 

disabilities, women of color, single moms, women who are not part of the group describe meetings where they 

felt totally unwelcomed by the “in-crowd” – their questions were ignored or put down and even offers to 

volunteer were unacknowledged. I have talked to women who have persevered and continued to visit this group. 

They report that even after a couple of years they still don’t feel accepted. These “others” may have even heard 

us well intentioned folks say that, “If they want a group, they could form their own.” I guess that would be a 

group that would be mono-chromatic to them and where they would set the norms and do the same thing year 

after year and feel very comfortable and not want other folk to upset their apple cart. 

Dear sisters, do you see even a glimmer of your circle/unit/group in my little scenario? If so, it’s time to change 

a few things and refocus. We want all to know that they are invited and will be welcomed. At no point do we 

ever want to mold others to be, to look, and to act a certain way to be accepted. This community of women 

welcomes all and supports all. We will find meeting times, locations, and facilities that will insure the greatest 

participation. We are called to affirm and encourage each other and join in promoting the ministry to which we 

are all called. Yes, we truly want to enjoy the fellowship and the community of women. I really value that most 

of all. But, we never want comfort to be our driving force. When we value comfort and sameness too much, we 

cease to value the spark and challenge of the Holy Spirit to add diversity, new ideas, vibrancy that encourages 

growth and real community. Reach out to all, encourage, affirm and support them. Widen the circle and know 

that you and this organization will be better just because everyone shares in it.  

 

2014 Triennial Gathering Update - Register Now! 

 

As the time grows closer to July, we are getting more excited about the fact 

that the 2014 Women of the ELCA Triennial Convention will be in Charlotte, 

NC July 24-27, 2014! You still have time to plan on attending. If you need 

time away for rest and renewal. If you need time with women of bold faith 

and courage. If you need time to dance and sing and praise God. You need 



time with women “of many generations.” 

 

Dynamic and spirit-filled preaching will send you soaring. Some of the featured speakers, including Becca 

Stevens and Susan Sparks, will be happy to autograph a copy of their books. You will make connections with 

women from all over the country that can lead to lasting friendships. 

 

The very energy of the Triennial is incredibly exciting. Women of all backgrounds, together celebrating God’s 

love, are so very special. Seeing all these women doing so many things in one place is an incredible 

opportunity. The fact that it is so very close to us only makes it more of an opportunity. 

 

Listening to ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton speak, volunteering at one of the many opportunities 

available, or going on a side trip are all memories you can take home with you to share, along with ideas for 

study, service and giving. 

 

Hyatt Place Hotel in Charlotte has been added to our list of hotels, so there are plenty of rooms still available. 

When registering and signing up to volunteer, please remember to use our identifying code TGP-9B. For more 

information go to the website www.welcatg.org or use #welcatg for Twitter. 

 

Melanie Denny 

2014 Triennial Gathering Promoter 

 

 

You Can Be Involved in the Triennial Experience Whether Or Not You Attend 

There are so many ways to participate in the Triennial Gathering Experience. The best is to attend but there are 

many others. The Triennial is seeking donations of knit prayer shawls, quilts, in-kind gifts, and financial 

donations. In-kind gifts include quilt kits (fabric and thread), gift cards, phone cards, hygiene items, socks, bras and 

underwear. Find all the details on the Get Involved page on the Triennial website at http://www.welcatg.org/get-

involved#inkind . There are printable information flyers for your bulletin board.  

You,  your congregational unit and your congregation can participate in the triennial convention offering that will be 

collected at the opening worship of the Ninth Triennial Convention. The churchwide executive board has designated this 

offering to be distributed in three ways. Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, which is celebrating its 75th 

anniversary this year, will receive 25 percent of the offering. Another 25 percent will go to On Eagle's Wings Ministries, a 

North Carolina-based organization that restores women and girls who have been sexually exploited through the 

commercial sex industry. The final 50 percent will go to the ongoing churchwide ministries of Women of the ELCA. Mail 

your donations to: Women of the ELCA, PO Box 71256, Chicago IL 60694-1256. Make your check to Women of the 

ELCA and put WOGO505 in the memo line. Be sure to include your congregation name, address, and number (ask your 

church secretary or pastor), a contact person, phone number and e-mail address.  

As the host synod, we hope our North Carolina contributions are generous. To learn how you and your 

congregational unit can participate, see the link above or the March/April edition of the Women of the ELCA 

publication "interchange."  

 

http://www.welcatg.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wfQBuuiSwq7Yt3z__K0Gqf-lbA8xYCrlcTZ8K6KwzWjSFRJmjsFAu4kTqXzg1HUkQu32-8IqJU4CJs3IPrP2hGgCforoW0ClRBz9M9dfTQDeFPYjhntx7llBvC6Unr6IVl91Jk2sAzp1h-i-93xkrMQNpD4HHd8_D3YiAxpmZXUxn1kCyQr-b-acScYV_NBGdhQ24p8RiZZaDw3D7f_3FA==&c=3DrL121G8_b6k2fgyjyvap4MVyzbjuge6bfut19TBIbK8Tj4_O-n2Q==&ch=xLjNFnIBrxPBUOq4hc4oAWxmIxn6SZgl8M9GHo-PJPfSVuyVJ4IDeg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wfQBuuiSwq7Yt3z__K0Gqf-lbA8xYCrlcTZ8K6KwzWjSFRJmjsFAu2Nru0lZM2-TdS_Fv9BVMeui4iozzbuxDtN56gTwrRjj2oiflT_PMAY3IN7Y0xPLneK1GNpO2xxv6VlGOZ0Vv-UeYo21qLKFJjOgx6q7dFYCq9Gifqo7AM98IyKs4e_G2plQpd5B6DKppMKmdwYfwALw0xj3mL8z3Ofx7ldF2kxPmXNY0CekzXM=&c=3DrL121G8_b6k2fgyjyvap4MVyzbjuge6bfut19TBIbK8Tj4_O-n2Q==&ch=xLjNFnIBrxPBUOq4hc4oAWxmIxn6SZgl8M9GHo-PJPfSVuyVJ4IDeg==


My Triennial Experience 

By Pr. Mary Lautensleger 

I was one of 486 delegates to the 3
rd

 Triennial Gathering 

of the Women of the ELCA at the Minneapolis Convention Center held July 11-14, 1996. I was serving as Mission: 

Growth Chair in the Southern Ohio Synod at the time. There were 5,731 other registered participants as well.  

The theme for that year was “Proclaim God’s Peace.” We experienced inspired speeches, worship, workshops, field trips, 

and Bible studies in addition to taking care of business. Our keynote speaker was Wilma Mankiller, Principal Chief of the 

Cherokee Nation from 1985-1995. “I never saw a barrier as an excuse to give up,” Mankiller told us.  

 Other presenters were ELCA Presiding Bishop H. George Anderson; Bishop Andrea F. DeGroot-Nesdahl of the South 

Dakota Synod; Bishop April Ulring Larson of the LaCrosse, Wisconsin Area Synod; Dr. Kathryn Wolford, executive 

director for Lutheran World Relief; and The Rev. Walter Wangerin Jr., columnist for The Lutheran magazine, author, and 

speaker on the ELCA's weekly radio ministry, “Lutheran Vespers.” 

 The struggle for peace and justice “is not something you do for a year or some period of time. It is a vocation for life,” 

said Rigoberta Mench Tum, who received the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize for her work for the human rights of indigenous 

people in Guatemala. “Wherever women are being challenged in their faith through Bible study and prayer, there is 

growth,” remarked Jan Peterson, in her final report as Women of the ELCA president. “Where such challenges are met in 

the ELCA, the excitement cannot be contained!” 

We attendees brought 3,802 children's books on peace themes, which were presented to libraries, schools, and health 

centers in the Twin Cities area. We stitched fabric squares, “Pieces of Peace,” into more than 100 quilts, which were given 

to Lutheran World Relief. Blood donated during Fairview Health Systems’ onsite health fair was given to the Memorial 

Blood Center in Minneapolis. 

 About 175 workshop topics were presented in six afternoon sessions, which included conflict resolution, domestic 

violence, leadership, and rural concerns. A “Convention without Walls” took participants to 12 Twin Cities’ sites. I chose 

to visit Luther Seminary, called Luther Northwest at that time, since I had graduated from Trinity Lutheran Seminary the 

previous year. I met several professors there whose names and work I was familiar with. 

 The Women of the ELCA Gathering is “the largest gathering of adults in the ELCA,” said Dr. Charlotte Fiechter. “It 

provides an opportunity to meet, touch, and relate to the constituency in numbers and with an impact greater than at any 

other time. It is a time to touch the grass roots.” 

 Where in the world can you meet, learn from, and interact with so many outstanding world figures? At Triennial 

Gatherings, of course! I do hope to see all of you in Charlotte for this Gathering. It may never be this close again!  

 I am looking forward to serving as one of five chaplains who will be available 24 hours a day for anyone needing 

comfort, prayers, or just a safe place to talk. I had not been aware of this service previously. It’s possible that it was not 

available in 1996, but I think it’s a great idea. See you in July! 

Note from your editor: 

I, too, had the privilege of attending this Triennial Gathering. Mary must have taken some astounding notes; I admire her 

recall. What I remember is the huge impact this event had on me and my faith walk. I hadn't been Lutheran very long and 

had no idea of the broad scope of the ministries of the Women of the ELCA.  



I was sent through a joint effort of the women of my church at the time, Holy Trinity Lutheran in Hickory, and a 

scholarship from the NC SWO. I recall the awe inspiring and colorful worship led by women, the difficult decision of 

choosing among numerous amazing workshops (awareness sessions) and the opportunity to meet and share with women 

from around the globe.  

Visiting beautiful Minneapolis, Minnesota, was a delight, and I want the 2014 attendees to be as excited about visiting 

Charlotte.  

I returned home renewed, inspired, and with an expanded vision of this organization and its vital role in Christ's Church. I, 

too, encourage you to attend and to join me in volunteering to make this a memorable experience for thousands of 

Lutheran women. Because at that time I would have been unable to attend without financial aid, I encourage you and your 

congregations to do what you can to help others take part in this rare opportunity. I know from experience that it builds 

leaders.  

Donna Prunkl 

Editor of the Carolina Vine and Website Assistant 

 

 

A Friendship Of Many Generations 

By Dot Fairchild 

It was in early 1982 that Joyce Whiteside, chairperson for the Western District of 

Lutheran Church Women, resigned.  Her husband, The Rev. Boyce Whiteside, was 

called into mission ministry for N.C. and they would be moving out of the district. 

I, Doris (Dot) Fairchild was asked to serve out the remainder of her term. In 

February 27, 1982, I traveled with others to the Synod House in Salisbury for my 

first meeting with the Executive Board.  

I remember Betty Carr, Ester Arne, Maxine Amos, Mary Wilson, Theda Suggs and 

others being present . We gathered to plan for our emphasis on inclusiveness for the 

coming meetings that year.            

             Theda Suggs 

In those years we met in members' homes for weekend planning meetings. One weekend we met in the home of The Rev. 

Bruce and Kim Sheets.  I roomed with Theda and we stayed up talking until about 2:00 a.m. Theda said to me, "I do not 

have a daughter and you do not have a mother. I will be your mother if you will be my daughter." Theda was an only child 

and a widow. So, through all these years and all the changes in our lives, we are still Mother Theda and Daughter Doris.  

For a number of years Theda traveled to the annual gathering with Ruth Marie Rosser and I was able to visit with her 

there. Since her health curtailed her travel, I go to Fayetteville  about every two years for a visit. We had lunch and just 

enjoyed being together in her home. During the times in between, we kept in touch through cards and phone calls.  

Theda moved to an assisted living complex in the summer of 2011. My December 2012 Christmas card was signed, "I'm 

still here." The card I received from her in December 2013 was sent by a friend, Sarah Parrish, who wrote that Mother 

Theda sleeps most of her days but she will be 99 on February 21.  

Our friendship and love began in this organization. My hope is that more will form the bond we have enjoyed these many 

years. I have been blessed with many others whom I have met and learned to love while serving God my the Women of 

the ELCA family. 



NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

PLANNING CALENDAR 2014 

 27TH Anniversary of Women of the ELCA 

April 2014 – July 2014 

  

April, 2014 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

1 Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications Deadline 

4-6 

5 

12 

15 

Spring Retreat – Kure Beach 

Salem Conference Spring Gathering – Epiphany, Winston-Salem 

Sandhills Conference Spring Gathering – Trinity, Sanford 

Deadline for “Early Bird” Registration at reduced rates for Gathering  

15 Bulletin  - Send May/June Issue 

15 

20 

26 

26 

26 

26 

26 

Carolina Vine (Spring Issue) Send Out  

Easter 

Alexander/Iredell Conf Spring Gathering - Reformation, Taylorsville 

Blue Ridge Conference Spring Gathering – Philadelphia, Granite Falls 

Catawba Conf Spring Gathering – Faith, Conover Co-hosting-St. Timothy  

Northern Conference Spring Gathering - St. Timothy, Havelock 

Southwestern Conference Spring Gathering - St. John’s, Cherryville 

  

May, 2014  

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

7 

21 

Central Conference Spring Gathering – Beck’s, Lexington 

Mecklenburg/Union Conf Spring Gathering – Holy Trinity, Charlotte 

Northern Conference Spring Gathering – First, Greensboro 

Smoky Mountain Conference Spring Gathering - St. Mark’s, Asheville 

Rachel’s Day 

Delegate Registration for SWO Gathering due 

Visitor Registration for SWO Gathering due 

30-31 NC Synod Assembly 

  

June, 2014                     

1 Board Reports Due 

20-22 NC Women of ELCA SWO 27h Annual Gathering – Lenoir-Rhyne, Hickory 

30 Carolina Vine (Summer Issue) articles due to Editor and Pres 

30 Committee Evaluations Due 

 

July, 2014 

 

11-13 Board Retreat – Clarksville, VA 

15 

22-24 

24-27 

Carolina Vine (Summer Issue) Send Out 

9th Triennial Convention (delegates) – Charlotte  

9th Triennial Gathering - Charlotte 

  

August, 2014  

15 Bulletin Send September  

23 Committee Day I - Kimball, Kannapolis 



 

 
 

CRITERION 
 

Leadership Legacy is programming and opportunities geared to ensure the legacy of the North Carolina Women of the 

ELCA by energizing and enabling young women to take a more active role within our organization. 
 
 
Requirements 

 Applicant must be a NC resident 

 Ages 11-35 and be an active participant within an ELCA congregation 

 Must complete all parts of the application 
 
Materials to be submitted 

 A completed application 

 A letter of endorsement from a member of your congregation 

 Paragraph explaining why she would like to attend the specific event 

 Address and phone number where the applicant can be reached 
 
Agreement 

 If the recipient withdraws before the event, another recipient may be selected. 

 An applicant who has applied previously may re-apply even if she is a past recipient. 
 
 
Donations to the Leadership Legacy Fund in any amount are welcomed. Donations can be made by mailing a check to the 
current Treasurer. Checks should be written to ñNC Women of the ELCAò with "Leadership Legacyò on the memo line. 
Donations can be made in honor of an event or in honor or memory of a person whom an individual, a congregation, or a 
congregational unit would like to recognize. If the donation is made in honor of or in memory of a person or event, please 
fill out the form below and enclose it with the check so that an acknowledgment can be mailed. 
 

 
In honor of or in memory of a person or event:  

Name of person or event: ___________________________________________ (name) 

This is an Honorarium ________ or a Memorial ________ 

Acknowledgment/thank you to be mailed to:  

Name__________________________________________________________________   

Street Address___________________________________________________________  

City, state, zip code: ______________________________________________________   

 

For Committee Use 

Amount of check; check number, date received: ________________________________ 

Member of the Leadership Committee: _______________________________________ 



 

 
APPLICATION  

 
Requirements 

 Applicant must be a NC resident 

 Ages 11-35 and be an active participant within an ELCA congregation 

 Must complete all parts of the application 

 

Materials to be submitted 

 A completed application 

 A letter of endorsement from a member of your congregation 

 Paragraph explaining why you would like to attend the specific event 

 Address and phone number where the applicant can be reached 

 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:  __________________________                 Cell:  ________________________ 

Age:  ______ If a minor, parent/guardianôs name:  ________________________________ 

Home Congregation:  _______________________________________________________ 

Address of Congregation:  ___________________________________________________ 

Pastor:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Event wishing to attend: _____________________________________________________  

Date of Event:  ____________________________________________________________  

Location:  ________________________________________________________________ 

***Please attach a paragraph explaining why you wish to attend the event listed above 

***Please attach your letter of endorsement MAIL TO:  NCSWO LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE 

        ATTN: Denise White 

        4640 Audrey Drive 

        Winston-Salem, NC 27127 



 


