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OUR MISSION

MOBILIZING WOMEN TO ACT BOLDLY
ON THEIR FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.
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From the Desk of the President:

Today, we use February 14th as an opportunity to
show others our love. The day is one filled with
sentiment and real tasty sweets! Often when we are
asked to think of loved one, we instantly picture
those we love such as family and friends. However,
are we not instructed by Jesus in Matthew 22:39 to
“Love your neighbor as yourself”? This is sometimes
very hard for us as humans to do. It takes great effort
to love someone who is considered an enemy. But
we have been instructed/commanded to walk the
walk of a true Christian and to follow the
commandments, “’Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. This is the greatest commandment.’ And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

Ladies of the ELCA, thank you for the chance to
serve you as your President! It is an honor and
something I do not take lightly. The Board and I just
completed our 1st Board Meeting with all newly
elected sisters. It was such a great experience to get
to see all the smiling faces of the women I hold near
and dear to my heart. Be ready for some fantastic
“out of the box” ideas and fun coming your way
shortly!!
Speaking of hearts … Let’s talk Valentine’s Day.
Every year on February 14th we share cards,
candies, flowers, and/or gifts in honor of Valentine’s
Day. But what is it and why do we celebrate it? From
the ancient times of the Romans, February has been
recognized as the month of romance. There are
many varieties of stories of how Valentine's Day
came to be. One is a legend of a priest named
Valentine. He served during the 3rd century in Rome.
There was a new law cast across the land from
Emperor Claudius II that single men made better
soldiers because they had no love interests or
families to worry about while away fighting. So,
Claudius II outlawed marriage for the young men in
his realm. Valentine recognized that this was a major
injustice! Therefore, in secret, he defied the ruler by
continuing to perform marriages for young lovers.
However, he was discovered and was sentenced to
death by Claudius II.

Throughout the Old Testament, we find many
instances where God asks His people to give Him
their hearts. He even compares Himself to a lover
who has been rejected by his loved ones when we
forget Him and/or His commandments. So, have you
ever considered God as a lover? In 1 John 4:19 the
Word of God says, “We love because He first loved
us.” But this is not the only mention of love. We can
look throughout the Bible and find many messages
of love. Do we take these written words as many
valentines from God? We learn that He loves His
people with a “steadfast love”, He loves us “freely”,
“He exults over us with singing”, and “You are
precious in My sight and honored and I love you.”
Yes, our loving God is most definitely our Valentine!
Please, take time today, tomorrow, any day, every
day, to give our Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
a precious valentine of love. Share with Him in
prayer or journal writing your heart and your devotion
to Him in this busy, crazy world we live in today.

Another version tells of Saint Valentine of Terni, a
bishop who was found to have also defied Claudius
II. So, St. Valentine was beheaded outside of Rome
by order of Claudius II. Then there was another
Valentine who was killed because he was captured
attempting to help Christians escape the harsh
Roman prisons. The final legend I will bring to you is
that of an imprisoned man named Valentine who fell
in love with his jailor’s daughter. He is said to have
sent the very first valentine greeting in a letter to his
love when he signed the letter “From Your
Valentine”. Eventually, St. Valentine became a very
popular saint in England and France.

Lisa Philbeck, President
************

From the Desk of the Secretary:
Having been elected to serve as Secretary of the NC
Women of the ELCA in November, it has taken a
while for the “transfer of power,” if you will, meaning
the copier, computer, and assorted files had to be
transferred from the previous secretary. There were
a few glitches and a few obstacles but finally
everything is in place and, hopefully, I can set about
the business at hand. Part of the job description of
the Secretary includes editing and publishing this
monthly newsletter. I am excited to begin that task

Why do we celebrate it on such a random day as
February 14th? This is also shrouded in mystery.
Some say because that is the day of Valentine’s
death in AD270. Some say that a date was chosen
in the middle of February to help “Christianize” the
pagan celebration of Lupercalia (a pagan fertility
festival dedicated to Roman founders Romulus and
Remus). This story is also one of love, death, and
mystery!
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but I will be learning as I go along, so please bear
with me.

Northern Ireland. The theme for this year is “I Know
the Plans I Have for You,” based on Jeremiah 29:11.

You may notice some changes to the format and
even some new or updated sections; but other things
will stay the same. Things you can expect to see
include a message from the Synodical Women’s
Organization (SWO) President, and articles from
one or more of the committees.

The World Day of Prayer USA Committee invites you
to plan and host your own service in your
congregation or community. Most of the materials,
including a leader’s guide, worship bulletin, and
poster, are available online for a nominal fee or free,
in some cases. (www.wdp-usa.org)
An offering may be taken during the World Day of
Prayer service and forwarded to World Day of Prayer
USA, 475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New York, NY
10115.

This newsletter is the main avenue of
communication for the NC Women of the ELCA and
we need your input to make it a successful
publication. If you have information or articles you
would like to share, you can send that by e-mail or
by USPS mail. The type of information might include
congregational happenings, conference events and
special interests. If you can provide the basic
information, I will try to edit and make it print-ready.
Feel free to contact me with any questions or
suggestions you may have.

************

See What We’ve Accomplished Together
Ronald McDonald House Charities

I sincerely hope you will learn something new by
reading this newsletter and that you can stay
connected with the Synodical Women of the ELCA
through this publication and the articles included.

Susan P. Harris, Secretary
In another year of ups and downs, you and our entire
Ronald McDonald House Charities® (RMHC)
community were a constant source of hope and
possibility. Your support is critical to all that we do,
but as I think back on 2021, a few accomplishments
really stand out…

****************
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022

World Day of Prayer originated in the United States
and Canada in 1927 as a worldwide movement of
Christian women who come together to observe a
common day of prayer. Although regularly held on
the first Friday in March, World Day of Prayer
services can be used at any time or day that fits the
needs of your group.

You can explore all the ways your support helps
RMHC families across the world, but here’s why this
year’s accomplishments are so meaningful:

Each year the worship material has a special theme
and is prepared by a different country. Through
participation in the worship service, we can learn
more about our sisters of other countries,
languages, and cultures and understand the biblical
passages in their own context. In 2022, the program
was written by women in England, Wales, and
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With the extra support we provided to
Chapters, millions of children, their families,
and dedicated staff can continue to receive
the comfort and care they need — in spite of





As we have read for years, there is
"newsworthy' excitement that comes from the
hype of the presentation the news makes for
different things that happen in our world. When
we hear about a shooting, the more children
involved, the more time is given to the time on
TV or newsprint. The most attention is given to
"what gets the public's eye".

many challenges brought by the continuing
pandemic.
Our global family is made up of 260+
Chapters in 62 countries and regions, so
staying connected is no easy feat! But you
helped us provide opportunities for
meaningful engagement, sharing, and
learning for RMHC staff and volunteers when
we couldn’t be together in person.
Families will have access to an additional
175 sleeping rooms and many more quiet
family-centered spaces, thanks to our new
House and Family Room programs.

This article I read focused on the Black and
White issue of missing folks. They used the
example of the disappearance of Gabby Petito
(summer road trip with her fiancé), along with
the Natalee Holloway disappearance (a
graduation trip to Aruba) to highlight the
disparity of media attention. Both of these
young women were white. Young black women
have also disappeared, but there is generally
little or no media coverage.

Thank you for making our favorite moments and
proudest achievements from the past year possible.
With appreciation,

"Black and Missing" is an HBO docuseries that
has evolved from Black mothers, daughters,
and aunts rallying around this issue. This
docuseries highlights several cases and
examines why "cases of missing Black people
remain unresolved four times longer than those
of white people." The series focuses on the
Black and Missing Foundation, co-founded by
sisters-in-law Natalie and Derrica Wilson. They
noticed the imbalance of coverage by the
media.
One of the stats quoted by the FBI (using
statistics
from
the
National
Crime
Information Center's missing Person and
Unidentified Person files) reports Blacks
accounted for 32% of the 89,637 missing
person cases in 2020, yet made up just
12% of the population, according to
Census data.

Janet Burton
Chief Operating Officer
Ronald McDonald House Charities
P.S. Thank you for helping to make 2021 a year of
success. Your support today can set us up to
accomplish even more in 2022!
RMHC is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that helps
support a network of over 260 Chapters in 62 countries
and regions and helps seed the growth of new
Chapters and programs around the world. RMHC
programs enable and facilitate family-centered care by
ensuring families with ill or injured children are fully
supported throughout their health care journey.

My thoughts went to the folks that are gone and
never heard from again, trafficked., especially
young people that are lured away from home
and hearth to a life of drugs, crime,
degradation, and exploitation.
Is anyone
paying attention to their cases? I read of
someone missing, in a small paragraph, today,
but no follow-up article is found tomorrow,
unless they are "marketable". All the missing
people matter. Please keep praying, ladies.
These folks are hurting, need to be heard,
found, and re-united with their families.

*****************
Missing Folks Trafficked Folks or Both
A December 2, 2021 article in the Fayetteville
Observer, written by Erin Jensen with USA
Today, made a big impression on me. If you
have noted my articles over the years, I am an
advocate for Justice and that is the committee I
have served on for years with the NC WELCA.
What caught my attention in this article was the
attention that missing folks are given by the
public and law enforcement.

Submitted by Tonie Neal, Justice Co-Chair
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Reflection Of God’s Love

Another project Norma enjoys is crocheting hats for
men and women who have lost their hair due to
cancer. On some of the hats, she crocheted flowers
as a special touch. She donated the hats to the
cancer center for chemo patients.

Romans 5:5… He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill
our hearts with His love.
Whenever you have special talents, God wants you
to use your God-Given abilities to bless others and
honor Him. This shows love to God and love to
others.

As God’s Disciples, we are to love God and let His
love shine through us as we minister with kindness,
prayer, and love. Discipleship is helping lead others
to Christ by not only your words but also your actions
as they reflect Christ.

My friend Norma Peeler has a special skill and talent
of crocheting and knitting. She’s had a passion for
these crafts since she was young. At age nine,
Norma designed her own patterns of crocheted
dress, hat, and purse for her doll. She began knitting
while she was in high school. Norma enjoyed knitting
ski sweaters.

Norma Peeler’s talent and skill of crocheting and
knitting has definitely been an inspiration to so many
people as she ministers to others while reflecting
God’s Love.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, open our eyes and hearts
as we reach out to those in need. Help us use our
talents, skills and gifts as we minister to others. May
we reflect God’s Love as Disciples of Christ. Amen

In December 2010, Norma had a personal cancer
experience that changed her life. Whenever Norma
was diagnosed with kidney cancer, she was
devastated. Although she had one kidney removed,
she was blessed that her cancer had not spread and
she did not have to receive chemo or radiation. This
experience inspired her involvement with Relay for
Life in Rowan County. Norma became very
motivated with knitting washcloths as a fundraiser,
and collected $200 for this organization.

Submitted by Karen Overcash, Discipleship CoChair

While Norma was home recuperating from her
kidney surgery, she received a prayer shawl. This
definitely lifted her spirits and gave her a feeling of
hope and love.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a special Outreach
Ministry. The shawls are presented to those in need
of comfort at times of illness, celebration, or
appreciation. The shawls are filled with the power of
prayer for those in need. Those who receive prayer
shawls are reminded of God’s presence, care, and
love.

(L to R - Norma Peeler and Marsha McLamb)

A few years ago, Norma crocheted a prayer shawl
as a gift for our program leader at our Mount Moriah
Women’s Retreat. The word “Grace” was crocheted
on this beautiful shawl. It was a gift of love and
appreciation to our leader for presenting our
program, “Be Still and Know”.
A few months ago, Norma also crocheted a prayer
shawl for our friend, Susan Harris. The words
inscribed on the shawl are “Peace Be With You”.
Whenever our pastor of 15 years was leaving our
church, Norma crocheted him a beautiful prayer
shawl as appreciation of his ministry at Mount
Moriah.

(Prayer shawl gifted to Susan Harris.)
**********************
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From the Conference Leaders:

Going forward, our events are going to be HYBRID
events combining both In-Person opportunities
alongside Virtual ways to attend the same event.
We have our Vision of hybrid events as a safe and
creative way to transition back into holding events,
but not all of the details have been worked out quite
yet. We ask for your patience as we all learn and
grow together.

The newly elected NC SWO Officers and Board
Members met virtually for our Board Retreat Jan. 2829th and there is so much good news to report! First
and foremost - I am so excited to announce that
Heidi Gibson will be serving as Conference
Coordinator, and we’ve already proven that we work
well together after bonding during the Board Retreat.
There is a lot of other news to share, and we ask that
you keep an open mind and the word REIMAGINE
in front of you as you read about the changes that
are coming. We need to REIMAGINE what we do
and how we do it.

We’re pleased to announce that we will be having a
Spring Conference Gathering on April 30th! Now, it’s
going to look a lot different from prior years. For
starters, there is one date – Saturday, April 30th – so
save the date now! We will be holding In-Person
Gatherings at six to eight locations around the state.
Those locations will be communicated in next
month’s Bulletin. There will also be a Virtual way or
ways to join the Gathering, which will be
communicated once the details are worked out. So,
we may not know exactly how it’s going to work yet,
but we absolutely do know it will be worked out.

We all know and acknowledge that COVID has been
a driving factor in all of our lives for two years now.
I used to say, “We make plans and God laughs”.
Now I say, “We make plans, but COVID had a
different plan in mind”. As an organization, we
planned for an In-Person Annual Gathering in
September 2021, and we ended up having to pivot
to a Virtual Annual Gathering in November 2021.
The Board Retreat was originally scheduled to be InPerson, but COVID intervened yet again and we
pivoted to a Virtual Retreat. Despite our hopes and
fervent prayers that we can get back to business, it’s
hard to imagine that COVID is going anywhere
anytime soon. Which means NC Women of the
ELCA needs to reimagine the way we do business
and the manner in which we hold our events.

The program that was originally written for Spring
2020 Conference Gatherings – “Stand For Justice”
– is being rewritten to be a more interactive program
and it will be presented by the “Dynamic Duo” – Heidi
& Lorri. We started our work on the program during
the Board Retreat and we have so many ideas to
improve it and be more engaging for the women who
will be attending, either in-person or virtually. We
are both so excited about working together on such
a timely topic.
The Conference Coordinators will take on the
responsibility of creating the Letter of Invitation for
the Spring Conference Gathering and distributing
the invitation to all Congregational Units (CUs). We
explored new ways of getting the word out using
both social media and our website with our WebMaster, Laurie Suggs. Together we have identified
additional ways to reach all CUs in the state. And by
offering a hybrid event, we hope to increase
participation to a more diverse population.

The NC WELCA Board is asking each of you to
make a commitment to adapt to the suggested
changes you are going to read about in this article.
And we want to remind you that to adapt means that
you will not only accept the changes driven by
COVID, but that you will embrace the changes
made inevitable by COVID.
It’s high time we started to use technology to our
advantage and we were encouraged by how
smoothly the Virtual Voting went in November using
Zoom. And how many years have we been
lamenting we need a way to reach the younger
women to join our organization? The Board voted
during the Retreat to create our own YouTube &
TikTok channels! Yes, we already have a Facebook
page, but we recognized the need to increase our
Social Media Presence, particularly if we want to
attract a younger and more diverse audience.

There is one more burning question that needs to be
addressed. How and when will we hold Conference
Leader Elections? We recognize that we have not
held Conference Leader Elections since Spring
2019. (Yes, it really has been three years). This was
discussed at length during the Board Retreat by the
entire Board, not just the Conference Coordinators.
We have determined that we will defer Conference
Elections until we can work out exactly what that is
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From
the
Homeward
Bound
website
(homewardboundwnc.org) “As a proud Homeward
Bound board member, I know that housing is health
care…We are evolving to meet the needs of our
most vulnerable citizens so we can all thrive with
dignity and health”. Op-Ed by Dr. Shuchin Shukla,
Asheville, Published October 10 by Mountain
Express.

going to look like. We are considering several
options including but not limited to holding individual
Zoom Meetings by Conference to vote. Please
support us with your prayers as we wait for guidance
on this remaining question.
Our hope is that the Conference Leaders will be
patient as they remain in their positions until
elections can be held. However, we tried to make
this as palatable as possible with the Conference
Coordinators taking on the responsibility for the
2022 Spring Conference Gathering. The only thing
we’re asking from the Conference Leaders is that
each Conference send us the most up-to-date
Contact List for your Conference CUs. Heidi and
Lorri will take it from there.

BUILDING A CITY WHERE NO ONE SLEEPS
OUTSIDE.
Eden Village of Wilmington is building a tiny home
community for the chronically homeless. There will
be a 31-unit tiny home community specially
designed to provide permanent homes for
chronically homeless individuals, including patients
of the local hospital. Many patients of the medical
center experience chronic illnesses, which are
treatable but require consistent living circumstances
to improve treatment results. A home is an essential
component to long- term health care for these
individuals and a proven permanent solution to
chronic homelessness. Eden Village offers dignified
living and supportive community in a gated,
fingerprint controlled, pedestrian only courtyard
development setting benefiting those who live there
and the Wilmington community. There are about
100 disabled and chronically homeless single adults
living in Brunswick, Pender and New Hanover
counties. For more information and to tour a home,
search in your browser: edenvillagewilmington.org.

The NC WELCA Board prays that each of you will
keep an open mind as we embark on a new journey
together this Spring reimagining our future as we
transition back into holding NC SWO Conference
Events.
Submitted by Lorri Monterose and Heidi Gibson
NC SWO Conference Coordinators
****************

UPDATE ON THE PENNIES PROJECT

Submitted by Anita Miller, Tonie Neal, & Robin
Stuart, Justice Committee Co-Chairs
***************

In 2021, the NC Women of the ELCA collected
$2,906.37 in pennies. Thank you to all who
contributed to our penny ministry!!

FROM GATHERING PLANNING COMMITTEE
As we begin 2022, even with all the uncertainty
surrounding COVID-19 and group gatherings, the
Gathering Planning committee has begun planning
for our Annual Gathering.
Plans are in the
preliminary stages. Dates will be announced as
soon as possible; but we are hoping for a in-person
event for those who feel comfortable, as well as
providing participation via Zoom.

We are pleased to announce that our NCWELCA
penny ministry for 2022 will continue for the
homeless ministries, Home is Key-Asheville and
Eden Village -Wilmington! More information on
each project follows:
HOME IS KEY! Asheville
Homeward Bound of Western NC purchased a Days
Inn on Tunnel Road, Asheville, in August 2021. The
rooms will be renovated into 85 efficiency
apartments beginning in March of 2022. There will
be on-site support services to help residents achieve
housing stability. In Asheville, the list of people
experiencing chronic homelessness is around 220
people. This apartment complex will reduce chronic
homelessness in Asheville by nearly 40%.

We can share that the new theme selected by the
Board at the January meeting is RENEWED DAY
BY DAY, based on 2 Corinthians 4:1,8-10, 16.
In the coming months, we will be introducing our
Chaplain as well as the keynote speaker, and many
more exciting plans. We cannot wait to see you,
either in-person or online for the 35th Annual
Gathering.
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NC 2022 Mid-Term Elections

is always in need of qualified women.
paraphrase “Uncle Sam,” WE WANT YOU!

To

As of the day of writing this article (2/7/22) mid-term
elections are scheduled for May 7. On the ballot will
be the following: US Senate seat currently held by
Senator Richard Burr; all US House of
Representative seats by district; local district offices;
local county offices. To determine who is on your
ballot, contact your local board of elections.
At this point NC Districts are not clearly defined. The
North Carolina House plan for redistricting was
challenged in a law suit stating that it did not follow
state guidelines. On Friday, February 4, the North
Carolina Supreme Court overturned the plan. They
instructed the Legislature to come back in two weeks
with a plan that followed these guidelines. The new
plan will have to be approved by the court. Until a
final plan is approved candidates cannot file for
national, state or local district offices. It is possible
the court will have to change election day to allow for
time to file.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Black History Month is celebrated each year during
February. This is a time for all Americans to learn
more about or remember details of our nation’s
history as it relates to our African-American
neighbors. We are all familiar with names such as
Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, and Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

We are called to do three things now: 1) Keep check
on news for the NC Supreme Court regarding the
plan and the date of election. 2) Study the ballot for
our county. 3) VOTE. Let our voices be heard.

As a church, we should know the name of the first
Black Lutheran Pastor, The Rev. Jehu Jones, or the
first Black woman ordained into the Lutheran
Church, the Rev. Earlean Miller. If you are not
familiar with these names, please research and read
about them.

Your
Vote

To give you something to think about and reflect on,
here are a few quotes from some famous Black
Americans:

Counts!

“Success is to be measured not so much by the
position that one has reached in life as by the
obstacles which he has overcome.” — Booker T.
Washington.

SPEAKING OF VOTING…
Even though it seems like the NC Women of the
ELCA just held elections (virtually in November of
2021), it is time for nominations again! Since the
pandemic has disrupted so many things, including
our Annual Gatherings, the 2020 and 2021 elections
were delayed. We would normally have held a
Committee Day in January but nothing is normal
now. We are trying to get back on schedule so that
means in June it will be time to elect (or re-elect) four
board members as well as the President and
Treasurer. For that reason, the nomination form is
attached. We urge you to consider serving on the
board or as an officer of the Synodical Women’s
Organization. All you have to do is submit the
completed form and we’ll handle the rest. The SWO

“Where there is no vision, there is no hope.” —
George Washington Carver
“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always
remember, you have within you the strength, the
patience, and the passion to reach for the stars to
change the world.” Harriet Tubman
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do
that.” Martin Luther King, Jr.
***********

8

