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From the Desk of the President: 
 
Greetings my fair ladies! Many of you know that I live 
a half mile from the South Carolina border and that I 
also teach in South Carolina. We have been gifted 
the time of Spring Break April 4th through the 8th and 
I have never been so glad to see those dates! Yes, I 
am aware of how odd this time is. I’ve been asked 
several times about why our break is not connected 
to Easter. But I really have no answer, except, “well 
it’s South Carolina, go figure!” I’ve pondered this 
timing of Easter quite a bit these last few days and 
began researching. 

As Christians, we know that Easter does not have a 
set date like Christmas. But have you ever wondered 
why? While my search was not too in depth, I did 
learn a few interesting facts about Easter! 

First, where did the name “Easter” come from? The 
English word Easter, or German word Ostern, really 
has no definite origin. In the 8th century, it was 
believed that it comes from Eostre, or Eostrae, the 
Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring and fertility. 
However, since the beginning of Christianity, 
Christians have combatted all forms of paganism. 
Which means, this is probably not the cause for the 
name Easter. Currently it is believed that “Easter” 
comes from the Christian designation of Easter 
week as in albis, Latin for the plural of alba (“dawn”). 
And later became eostarum, an old German term.   

One fact we all know is that Easter is a wandering 
holiday, very much like Thanksgiving. However, 
Easter’s time is centered around Christian beliefs, 
moon phases, and our calendars. Which means that 
it ranges from March 22 to April 25. Let’s begin by 
talking about some of the logic behind this revolving 
date. Believe it or not, Easter dates involve the 
vernal equinox, the moon, the sun, various Popes, 
and the Council of Nicaea. In scientific jargon, 
“Easter is held on the first Sunday after the first full 
moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox. If that 
first full moon is on a Sunday, Easter is celebrated 
on the following Sunday.” Ummm, yeah…. Let’s 
break it down for all of us on the back pew of church. 
In the year 2022, the Spring Equinox is Sunday, 
March 20th. Then, the first full Moon (Paschal Full 
Moon) after that date rises on Saturday, April 16. 
Which ends with us celebrating Easter on the 
subsequent Sunday - April 17th. So, simply 
said, Easter is observed on the Sunday after the 
Paschal Full Moon. 

Okay, so who were the people who made this 
complex and confusing rule? Remember the Council 

of Nicaea I mentioned earlier? (A group of priests 
and bishops that met in the year 325 in the ancient 
Greek city of Nicaea, which is now in Turkey.) You 
know the old stories Constantine I was the first 
Roman Emperor who was a Christian. Along with the 
teachings of Jesus, the next thing Constantine I 
wanted to know was since Christianity is now the 
official religion, when do we get to celebrate? He 
was still a Roman after all. Because the land and its 
people were still very attached to their Roman Gods 
and Goddesses, the celebration was kind of like a 
compromise between the moon, the sun, and 
teachings of Christianity. 

Herein lies the compromise, the Eastern Christian 
churches used the Jewish or lunar calendar - Jesus 
was a Jew; however, the Western churches used a 
calendar that better measured how many days it 
takes for the Earth to completely revolve around the 
sun. But, you know, in all fairness and with complete 
honesty, I still wonder what the reason was for no 
date. I know that the Gospel writers of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John were intelligent albeit they 
never had the chance to go to journalism school. But 
were they absent minded? I mean, who doesn’t think 
to scribble down the date that is as important as the 
day that Jesus rose from the dead? Comparing the 
Gospels, we know that the Resurrection happened 
during Passover around year 30. Passover is the 
Jewish festival held in spring that commemorates 
the liberation of the Israelites from the horrible 
Egyptian slavery that they endured. Passover lasts 
seven or eight days from the 15th day of Nisan. 

Nisan? What in the world is Nisan? In order to keep 
the ball rolling and lessen any additional confusion, 
let’s just say that Nisan, according to Exodus 12:1-
2, is the Jewish New Year. Now, vernal equinox. 
Again, I will shorten it to say it is the time in Spring 
when the sun crosses over the celestial equator. 
Meaning that day and night are almost equal in time.  

Wow! That’s a lot for just explaining how or when we 
celebrate Easter! But the most important thing of all 
is – WHY we celebrate this resurrection of a man 
named Jesus. Throughout the Bible we read many 
stories of the reason for the Easter holidays. I have 
chosen a few verses to share with you that I like: 

 Shrove Tuesday (Ecclesiastes 3:13 - 
moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat 
and drink and take pleasure in all their toil) 

 Ash Wednesday (Daniel 9:3 - Then I turned 
my face to the Lord God, seeking him 
by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting 
and sackcloth and ashes) 
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 Lent (Matthew 4:1-2 - Then Jesus was led up 
by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty 
days and forty nights, he was hungry) 

 Holy Week (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Crucifixion, Holy Saturday, and 
Resurrection) 

 Maundy Thursday (John 13:34 - “Mandatum 
novum do vobis” or a new commandment I 
give to you) 

 Good Friday (1 Peter 2:24 - He himself bore 
our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we 
might die to sins and live for righteousness; 
“by his wounds you have been healed) 

 Easter Sunday (Luke 24:6-7 - He is not here; 
he has risen!) 

 
At such a miraculous holy event, I still can’t help 
thinking of that phrase everyone uses at Christmas. 
You know, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” 
**ring my red and green bell** So, I ask you, sisters, 
is Jesus not also the reason for this season? 
Shouldn’t we all be out spreading the good news just 
as Mary Magdalene did on the morning she found 
the tomb empty? Why should we only save our 
wonderful acclamation of “Hosanna in the highest!” 
just for Palm Sunday? I challenge you to go out and 
spread the Easter cheer! Let others know of the 
good things that await them because God gave His 
only son so that we will not perish but have 
everlasting life! 

Lisa Philbeck, President 

************ 

From the Desk of the Secretary: 

Some of you may know that I am one of the certified 
lay preachers in the NC Synod.  As part of the 
second cohort of lay preachers, I have been visiting 
congregations in the area, leading worship, and 
preaching on a regular basis for a little more than a 
year now.   

As I was writing this article for the May Bulletin, I was 
also in the process of writing a sermon for Easter 
Sunday, the Day of Resurrection.  This will be the 
first Easter sermon I have ever delivered; and 
somehow it seems more important than some of the 
other sermons I have preached.  After all, this is one 
of the two Sundays in the year when our sanctuaries 
will be full (at least, more full than normal perhaps) 
because many families will worship together on this 
Easter Sunday.   

I began reading and studying in order to write my 
sermon, and soon I was focused on the cross – the 
empty cross.  The cross that some faiths use contain 
an image of Jesus, known as a crucifix. The cross 
we are most familiar with is an empty cross and it is 
the center of our belief.  In most, if not all, of our 
sanctuaries, the empty cross is the central focus, 
standing on the altar, hanging over the altar, or on a 
wall just behind the altar.   Some crosses are gold or 
silver, others are wood or stain glass. One 
congregation I have visited has a beautiful quilt with 
a cross design in their worship space.   

I have accumulated a small collection of crosses 
over the years, including some cross pendants.  
They are all sizes and colors, and made of a variety 
of materials, including ceramic, wood, plastic, and 
metal.  I regularly wear a pottery cross I made that 
has a shiny silver glaze when I lead worship.   

Just a few weeks ago, we received a cross of ashes 
on our forehead during the Ash Wednesday service. 

No matter what the cross looks like, what it is made 
of, or what size it is, it is a symbol of our Christian 
faith. The cross is proof of God’s love for us and his 
teachings that we should love one another. 

Susan P. Harris, Secretary 
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 “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in the one 
body. And be thankful” (Colossians 3:15). 
 
Since last week, the news of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine has filled news reports and 
social media feeds. Heartbreaking images of 
people saying goodbye to loved ones and lining 
up at the borders to leave the country are 
occupying our screens. Prayers and calls for 
peace are coming from around the world. 
 
Civilians fleeing the violence are heading 
toward Ukraine’s western districts and such 
neighboring countries as Poland, Moldova, 
Slovakia, Romania, and Hungary. Ukrainian 
men of military age (18-60) are required to stay 
in the country, so most of those fleeing the 
violence are women and children. According to 
one report of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, more than 
500,000 people are seeking refuge in 
neighboring countries including Hungary, 
Poland, Slovakia, and Moldova. There are 
major humanitarian concerns for both internally 
displaced people and refugees. Many of these 
Ukrainians fleeing their homes need shelter and 
such basic necessities as food, water, and 
toiletries.  
 
Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying 
our companion churches in Ukraine, Hungary, 
Poland, and Slovakia, as well as such 

 

ecumenical partners as the Lutheran World 
Federation and Church World Service, in their 
humanitarian responses to the crisis. These 
partners provide refugees with immediate 
support and supplies such as food, blankets, 
water, and hygiene kits. Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton has joined other religious 
leaders from Europe and around the globe in 
issuing an interfaith call for peace in the region. 
 
Your gifts will support Ukrainians and others. 
Gifts to “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will 
be used in full (100%) to assist those affected 
by the crisis in Ukraine and neighboring 
countries. 
 
To give, visit the website elca.org.  Click on 
“Give Now for Ukraine and Eastern Europe 
Crisis Response and click on GIVE NOW. 
 
Or you can make checks payable to 
Lutheran Disaster Response. 
Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response" 
on your check's memo line 
and send to:  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
 
Our prayers abound for the loss and 
devastation experienced in Ukraine and 
Eastern Europe. 

 

 

 

 
OFFERING REMITTANCES SHOULD BE 

FORWARDED TO: 

DEBRA WEINEL, SWO TREASURER 
1612 Sherburg Court 
Raleigh, NC  27606 

 
CU Treasurers should continue to use Form A. 

 
deweinel@gmail.com 

 
(919)851-3093 Home    
(919)215-6624 Cell 
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A Prayer to Share 

 

As part of the monthly Bulletin published by the 
NC Women of the ELCA, we will be including this 
new section, “A Prayer to Share.”    
 
This month I would like to share a prayer that I 
found in my aunt’s LBW hymnal after her death.  
It had been clipped out of “The Upper Room.”  
The little scrap of paper was yellowed with age, 
and I have kept it on my desk for years.  I have 
taken the liberty to update the verbiage slightly. 
- Susan Harris 
 
“Heavenly Father, grant us grace and wisdom to live 
and act this day so that we may give happiness to 
others.  In our daily task, help us to see the means 
of glorifying your name and bringing joy to others, 
even as Christ has taught us to do.  For His sake we 
ask it.  Amen. 
 

***************** 

 

WOMAN, HERE IS YOUR SON   

I had the honor of leading our Lenten Vespers 
service recently.  We used the Book and Bible Study:   
Seven Words Listening to Christ from the Cross, by 
Susan Robb.  I encourage you to get the book.  (Our 
women’s group has it if you would rather borrow it.) 

One of the lessons that particularly interested me 
was this one: “Woman, here is Your Son.”  I want to 
share this Bible study with you for Mother’s Day.   
 
(John 19:26-27) 26 When Jesus saw his mother 
there, and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 
27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From 
that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
 
From these words came many questions for me.  
Why does he call his mother “Woman”?  Is that 
rude?  He also called his mother “Woman” when she 
instructed him to change the water into wine at the 
wedding in Cana.  “Woman, what concern is that to 
you and to me?” 
 
Woman does sound rude in English.  However, in 
Greek, it is an affectionate address.  Maybe woman 
should be translated to “dear woman”.  I like that 
better.     And I have heard reference to Mary as the 
second Eve, the mother of the living. 

It appears that Joseph had already passed, and 
Mary was a widow.  Why did Jesus give his mother 
to the disciple?  Why did his brothers not step up to 
take care of their mother?  Where were the other 
disciples?  Where were his brothers?   

The disciple that Jesus loved, was the only disciple 
at the foot of the cross.  The disciples were afraid 
and scattered.   His brothers were not disciples yet 
and maybe didn’t believe Jesus is the Messiah.   

Mary was crushed and hurting, as a mother would 
be.  Jesus knew that and wanted to be sure she was 
well taken care of.  He knew he could count on the 
faithful disciple, whom he loved.  From that time, the 
disciple took her into his home.  Jesus was taking 
care of responsibilities, even in his last moments.  
Here we see a new family is born at the foot of the 
Cross. 

Dear Jesus, Give us strength and courage, to meet 
you at the foot of the Cross.  Amen. 
 
Submitted by Anita Miller, Co-Chair of Justice 
Committee 

 
********* 
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An Update from Eden Village 
 
A Word from the Director, Shawn Hayes: 
 
In the last few months, we've hit milestone after 
milestone, and we are daily seeing our vision come 
to pass, as a reality. It’s great to see our plans 
coming to fruition. However, we have friends that are 
yet without a home, in the some of the worst 
conditions imaginable. They are the ultimate 
survivors but are desperately in need of Eden Village 
of Wilmington to open. In a few months from now, 
we have hope that our friends will be coming off the 
streets and moving into a home in a safe community 
in which they can live a full life. We have this hope 
because of the prayer warriors’ prayers, the 
generous donors’ donations, and wonderful 
volunteers’ time, talents, and sweat all joining 
together to build a community that serves those that 
are currently without a home, and in need. We have 
a great community in Wilmington, united, to 
complete this project. We yet have a way to go and 
additional milestones to hit, but we are pressing 
forward. Let's keep pushing and let's see this 
through. We can truly now begin to imagine 
Wilmington as… “A City Where No One Sleeps 
Outside!” 
 

 

 

 
A New Way of Giving 

 
“ Tithe.ly is here!  We are now using a secure 
online site to accept offerings during online meetings 
or anytime. Go to the website (www.ncwelca.org). 
Click the “Give” button on the front page of the 
website to make your offering.  As you fill out the 
information, click the box next to “remember me” to 
save yourself time the next time you make an 
offering.  If you would like your church to get credit 
for your offering, please type the name of your 
church into the memo section. If you prefer to send 
in a check, you can still do that by mailing your 
offering to Debra Weinel, Treasurer.  Please let us 
know how you like the new online option and if you 
have any questions or difficulties with it.  Thanks for 
all you do for NC WELCA and the ministries it 
supports!” 

************ 

Patterson Memorial Scholarship 
 

The Patterson Memorial Scholarship is a fund 
administered through the NC Women of the ELCA 
by a committee of women and is awarded annually 
to college students from the NC Synod who need 
financial assistance.  
 
These scholarships are for students planning to 
attend (or already attending) an accredited four-year 
college in pursuit of a bachelor’s degree or planning 
to attend (or already attending one of the accredited 
seminaries of the ELCA.  A copy of the scholarship 
form is included with this issue of the Bulletin or is 
available from one of the three committee members. 
 
The deadline for applying is June 25, 2022. Besides 
the completed application, students must submit an 
academic transcript as well as two letters of 
recommendation.  Please refer to the application for 
complete details.   
 
If you know a student who meets these guidelines, 
please share this information and application with 
them.    

************ 
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Save The Date 

 
What:  Fall Retreat  
 
Where:  Blowing Rock Convention Center 
 
When: September 30th- October 2nd, 2022 
 
Program: "Love Without Limits" 
 
Leaders: Heidi Gibson and Carolyn Miller 

 
We hope you will plan to attend for a fun 
weekend of fellowship and spiritual growth! 
Look for more information coming soon! 

 
********** 

Rachel’s Day/Bereaved Mother 
  
I have started this newsletter article several times. 
I’ve not liked how any of them sounded. I’ve second 
guessed myself for choosing the topic that I chose. 
I’ve even contemplated “just forget” to write it. But, 
alas, I know my duty and the need for others to 
recognize and praise this month’s topic. Many of you 
may not know that May is Child Abuse Prevention 
Month. Have you ever stopped to think why some 
holidays are in the months that they are in? I’ll have 
to research that little bit of wonder dust I have for 
why! I’ve finally come to the conclusion to just jump 
in. Feet first, Throwing caution to the wind.  
  
So, my topic for this newsletter is one of loss, hope, 
compassion, understanding, and legacy. Since 1994 
when the movement began with Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Chicago, we have recognized Rachel’s 
Day the Sunday before Mother’s Day. Did you know 
that we are approaching three decades of this 
observance? This day of remembrance for children 
began by simply cleaning and clearing a vacant lot. 

Once that was finished, they turned it into a 
garden— Rachel’s Garden. This serene setting 
became a place where people, mostly mothers, 
could come to meditate, remember, and/or mourn 
their children lost due to violence. There was a white 
cross with planted flowers in remembrance of these 
children. In 1996 at the Third Triennial Convention of 
Women of the ELCA voted to raise awareness of the 
violence children face and to take actions to address 
it. The convention passed the memorial, resolving 
“That ELCA women encourage their congregations 
to recognize the first Sunday in May each year as 
Rachel’s Day, based on Jeremiah 31:15–17 wherein 
Rachel grieved for her children, to mourn the loss of 
our children and to renounce the forces of evil and 
fear that plague our nation.” Later due to the 
increase of mass shootings in schools, one of which 
was Sandy Hook Elementary School, the main focus 
of Rachel’s Day was transitioned to observance of 
children exposed to gun violence. 
  
Is Rachel’s Day still needed? Considering the 
original focus of Rachel’s Day was set in place to 
bring attention to children lost to violence; and later 
it morphed into a day of placing a shining light on 
gun violence against children - I say “YES!” 
Traveling onward to the year 2012 at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Connecticut right after a 
deadly mass shooting in the school, Marian Wright 
Edelman, an activist for the rights of children and 
founder of the Children’s Defense Fund, said, “It’s 
everywhere. Guns and violence are in every nook 
and cranny of America. Many children can get a gun 
quicker than they can get a book out of the library. 
That puts us all at risk.” In today’s society our 
children are plagued with technology. Yes, I said 
plagued! There is no escaping the ridicule or bullying 
of others. They have lost the ability to communicate 
effectively with one another face to face and struggle 
with feelings of self-doubt. Now more than ever we 
need to continue Rachel’s Day and keep bringing 
our children forward to find appropriate help dealing 
with school shootings, gang violence, suicide, 
fighting, lack of food, and so much more! Just as 
Rachel refused to be comforted at the loss of her 
children, so should we.  
  
But very few know that this is not the only 
observance we have on that first Sunday in May. 
The first Sunday in May, the Sunday before Mother’s 
Day, is also International Bereaved Mother’s Day. I 
have always been a strong supporter of Rachel’s 
Day and since 2016 I became a member and 
involved with Bereaved Mother’s Club.   
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Not many know that I have joined ranks with those 
of us who struggle with empty arms each holiday and 
especially Mother’s Day. It’s not a great place to be 
in. I wonder at times if I am a woman, who had a 
child, but now is gone, am I still classified as a 
mother? Especially since she was my only child. I’ve 
battled with these thoughts for almost 6 years now. 
I’m just now beginning to feel as if I may still be a 
mother. But, then again, not really. I mean, we have 
a word for a woman who has lost her spouse, she is 
a widow. We have a word for a child who has lost 
their mother, they are an orphan. But we don’t have 
a word, title, arrangement, nickname, surname, etc. 
for a mother who has lost a child. The only one that 
we now have is Bereaved Mother. As a Bereaved 
Mother, I have learned that my child is no longer 
beside me physically, but she remains with me in 
memories and spirit. Lost are my future dreams of 
graduations, birthday celebrations, engagement, a 
wedding, grandchildren…This new path that I was 
given May 3, 2016, is one that I travel reluctantly, but 
also mindfully, compassionately, and with purpose. 
It is a JOURNEY through the darkest of nights in my 
soul and heart. It will take the rest of my time on this 
earth to wind through all these places that scare me 
and cause strife. 

Some days are okay, and I have only happy 
memories, but some are not so great. Those days 
are when my grief is too loud and I may become 
impatient, distracted, frustrated, or unfocused very 
easily. In those times of strife, I must ask others to 
be gentle with me, please, as I try to be gentle with 
myself too. There are also days when my grief is 
calm, when it is just a gentle reminder of my loss. 
Even on days when I am able to smile again, missing 
her is just beneath the surface. It is like the thin ice 
that is first laid upon the lakes, very thin, easily 
broken. 

One thing that I have learned is that grief is as 
personal as your fingerprint. Every day is a gamble 
on what type of day it will be. Another thing that I 
have learned is a new understanding of empathy, 
compassion, and patience. Because, you see, now 
my life has now been thrust into a measurement of 
time. The “BEFORE” and the “AFTER”. My life 
before is nothing like my life after and I feel it will 
slowly continue to evolve. What I knew to be true or 
absolute about the world, has been tested, 
challenged, changed. So, I'm finding my way, miss-
stepping and fumbling, moment-to-moment in this 
new place.  My AFTER. Things that once seemed 
important to me are barely a thought any longer. My 
empathy and compassion have been heightened 
because now I notice suffering more than before - 

hungry children, homeless, and the destitute. My ear 
is tuned to a mother’s harsh voice toward her young 
child or complaint about her teenager’s attitude. I 
have more compassion for an elderly person 
struggling with a heavy door or getting around in a 
crowded store. There are so many things in this 
world that I now struggle to understand. One of my 
most repeated is:  Why do children die? Yes, my 
friends, answerless questions do exist. 
  
So, when you see me or just learn of my path, please 
don’t run away as if it is contagious. Please don’t tell 
me that “God has a plan” for me. This is solely 
between me and MY God. My God can handle my 
questions. My God knows my pain, for he has felt it 
too. I implore you to just take a breath before you 
speak to a grieving mother because those platitudes 
slip far too easily from the mouths of those who can 
still tuck their own child into a safe, warm bed at 
night. I know that as time passes, I may gain 
insights. I may even gain gifts. But anything I have 
gained has been far too high of a cost when 
compared to what I have lost. Perhaps, one day, 
when I am older, I will say that time has helped me 
to heal my broken heart. But, at this moment, I am 
still very cognizant of my child's absence. I have one 
simple request for you on this year’s Rachel’s Day 
or Mother’s Day. Remember that some are 
struggling more or less than you can see during this 
time and remember how Rachel could not be 
consoled and cried for great lengths of time over her 
lost children. Some women today are just beginning 
the path that Rachel traveled. Some women are just 
gaining a foothold. And, then there are some women 
who are worn and tired because of the long journey 
that they have traveled and still have so much farther 
to go. Please remember Jeremiah 31:25, “I will 
refresh the weary and satisfy the faint.” We can 
quickly remember the wife of Jacob, Rachel. We can 
recall that she is the mother who wept for all her lost 
children from the past and the ones still to come. 
Even though she was instructed to stop her tears in 
Jeremiah 31: 15-17, she did not. Now is our time to 
embody Rachel. It is our time to mourn/remember 
the loss of our children and to renounce the forces 
of violence and fear that weigh so heavily on so 
many young ones. We must stand for those who 
cannot stand for themselves. 
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I See You 
by: Clara Hinton 

 
I see you, bereaved mother, hide your tears with a 

faltering smile. 
I see you, bereaved mother, navigate in a world 

when you are so lost and alone. 
I see you, bereaved mother, as you continue to 

remain when your heart is shattered. 
I see you. 

  
We are the Rachels of today. We are not forgotten. 
We will remember our child/children who have 
transitioned. We are their voice. We are their 
legacy. We are here. We are present. And…It’s 
okay. 
  

It’s Okay 
It’s okay to feel heavy, 

Okay to sit and catch your breath. 
It’s okay to be a mess at times, 
Okay to need to decompress. 

It’s Okay to be relatively normal, 
Okay to hide and cry. 

It’s okay to miss them daily, 
Okay because you had to tell your heart and soul 

goodbye. 
********** 

Annual Gathering News 
Here’s the Latest! 

 
As previously announced, the NC Women of the 
ELCA plan to be back in person at Lenoir-Rhyne 
University in Hickory for our 35th Annual Gathering. 
Yes, we missed one in 2020 and we could only meet 
virtually in 2021 so we are looking forward to being 
together again this June.  The dates are Friday, June 
24 through Sunday, June 26.   
 
The Gathering Planning co-chairs began the 
planning sessions (virtually and by e-mail mostly) in 
early February so we are working feverishly trying to 
accomplish in five months what we would normally 
have ten or eleven months.  
 
There will be elections for President and Treasurer, 
as well as four Board members to be elected.   
 
As we continue our planning, please bear with us.  
We are running out of time and there is so much left 
to do.  The registration form will be distributed as 
soon as possible but we are waiting on information 
from Lenoir-Rhyne to finalize it.   
 

We still must confirm a keynote speaker among 
other things.  At this point, we are planning to have 
a limited number of awareness sessions but 
nevertheless, you should be able to find something 
of interest.   And we will be overjoyed to be back 
together, although we plan to have a virtual option 
for those who would rather join us online. 
 
Former NC SWO Board member Karin O’Donnell 
will be serving as the chaplain.  Our theme, 
“Renewed Day by Day,” is so relevant as we are 
emerging from the COVID-19 pandemic.   Every day 
that passes we are being renewed. 
 
Read the words of scripture from 2 Corinthians 4 as 
you prepare for our 35th Annual Gathering: 
 
“Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are 
engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart.” (v.1) 
 
“We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; struck down, 
but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the 
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
made visible in our bodies.” (vs. 8-10) 
 
“So, we do not lose heart. Even though our outer 
nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day.” (v.16)  
 
We hope you are as excited as we are about the 
upcoming Annual Gathering.  Please check the 
website periodically for the registration form and fill 
it out and return it as soon as possible so we can get 
an accurate count of the number of attendees.  Look 
for more news on the website (www.ncwelca.org) as 
it becomes available.   
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LOCAL CONGREGATIONAL UNIT NEWS 

The coronavirus pandemic (COVID) has not stopped 
the ongoing projects for the Ladies at Lutheran 
Chapel Church, China Grove. The Teddy Bear 
Project is the one we want to highlight.  It all began 
about 10 years ago when we had a program at our 
monthly Circle meeting. Thrivent Financial 
introduced Victory Junction Camp to us and its need 
for bears for their campers.  The camp for children 
who have serious medical conditions or chronic 
illnesses is located neat Randleman, NC.  The Petty 
Family, who enjoys racing with NASCAR, have 
created a wonderful camp for these children.  Each 
child is honored to take home a teddy bear and a 
blanket at the end of their week of summer camp.  

Our ladies each made bears from the black and 
white checked fabric to go with the Racing Theme of 
the camp.  After the first year, we had one lady who 
continued to make them all year long and has 
continued to the present day. I was happy to travel 
to the camp and receive a tour in April this year when 
Myrtle Lentz delivered the nearly 100 bears that 
were completed to donate to the camp. Over the 
years, we have made and given approximately 
1,000 bears. Each one is different with a 
complimentary color added to give it personality. 
The other ladies in our group help stuff the bears and 
tie a ribbon bow to complete the cute and cuddly 
bears.  In addition to the bears, we have also made 
and contributed blankets.  

Not only do we donate bears each year, two of our 
circle ladies volunteer at the camp to help the camp 
staff. Our volunteers have enjoyed learning more 
about the camp and giving of their time for the last 
five to ten years. 

This project has become an ongoing ministry for our 
Women of the ELCA Group which has been a 
blessing for not only the children, but the camp and 
for our Women’s Group. The love we share is God’s 
Work using our hands.  This is a project everyone 
seems to really enjoy. 

Submitted by Jane VonCanon, WELCA Leader 
Lutheran Chapel Church 
China Grove, NC 
 
 
 

      

 

 
Delivering the bears 
 

 


