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OUR MISSION

MOBILIZING WOMEN TO ACT BOLDLY
ON THEIR FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.
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From the Desk of the President:

Just like March rolls in winds and things around us
begin to change. Let’s change too. Release those
bad feelings. Welcome back that innocence. Ask
questions, no matter how silly you think they are. I
promise you that someone else has that exact same
question! Don’t take for granted that if you have
never seen a fish fly, they can’t. Maybe they do and
you haven’t seen it yet! So, I challenge you! Bring
that childhood innocence back. Welcome in a new
way of viewing things. Look at the gifts of God anew.
I’ll even buy you some rose colored glasses if that is
what it takes!

Many greetings and Happy Easter!
As I sit and contemplate what to write for the
newsletter, I listen to the radio. You know as well as
I that most talk lately involves Russia and Ukraine.
Or, the constant increase of gas prices. Think about
it. Have you noticed that even the dreaded “C” virus
isn’t mentioned as much and Holy Week has kind of
fallen to a whisper? This is the time of year to
remember and appreciate all that was given to us by
God and the life that Jesus gave for our sins.

Matthew 18:2-5

Besides Christmas, Easter is the largest Christian
holiday. These two days represent the birth and
death of the Messiah. The beginning and the end.
Alpha and Omega….sound familiar? Memories of
Sunday School come to mind. Then, visions and
memories of the times that I tried to explain holidays
to my daughter, Elizabeth, flood my thoughts. You
see, children are curious. They ask LOTS of
questions. Some of those questions are simple like
what you ate for lunch. What your real name is
(meaning your first name). They also want to know if
you are married. Where you live. What your favorite
color is. Etc. If you have ever been around a child,
you know the endless questions that are asked. But,
did you know that they also ask things like, why do
we have Christmas? Is Santa really real or just a little
real? Do rabbits really lay eggs? Does the Easter
Bunny lay its own eggs or does he buy then from
Walmart?
Yes,
in
case
you
ever
wondered….apparently, the Easter Bunny is a boy
and there is a small bunny Walmart out there,
somewhere.
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He called a little child to him, and placed the child
among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless
you change and become like little children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore,
whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.

Lisa Philbeck, President
************

From the Desk of the Secretary:
I finally did it! You may not know what I am talking
about but the “thing” I did was send the first issue of
the Bulletin to the NC Women of the ELCA. For me,
it was a formidable task and one I dreaded. I had
the newsletter completed and ready to send but I
hesitated. I was afraid to hit the “send” button. I just
knew when I did that, I would begin receiving lots of
messages that my e-mail was “undeliverable.” I
probably checked my e-mail every few minutes for
the first hour after I sent it. You cannot imagine the
relief I felt when I received the first message from
one of our women that said “thank you.” Whew!
With that, I knew at least one person had received
the Bulletin successfully.

These questions, as innocent as they may seem, are
ways that young children gather information. When
Elizabeth was 7, she hit me with those questions.
She was a particularly inquisitive child. I’ll have to
share with you later the story of why Santa is most
definitely real. Like real, real. And why we have an
Easter Bunny and Easter eggs.

How many times in our lives do we hesitate, whether
it is hitting the “send” button, making that phone call,
or speaking up about a controversial subject? Now,
I must admit that sometimes waiting a minute before
hitting the “send” button or even speaking up makes
sense, especially at times when we are so
passionate about something and we might need to
reconsider our response. It is kind of like we used to
be told by our parents to count to 10 before saying
something. That was probably pretty good advice
then as well as now.

Anyway, have you ever wondered why we, as adults,
lose that innocence? When did it happen? Can you
pinpoint a time? Why do we no longer truly search
for answers that are hard to find? Kind of like we
woke up one day and overnight we shed our skin of
innocence. We once were so trusting. We would
believe almost everything that we learned from
parents, grandparents, teachers, preachers, etc. We
don’t do that now. We are skeptical and are always
looking for the gimmick, the catch, the lie at the
bottom, the final ending truth. Let’s change that!
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In Memoriam

Even though I was hesitant and I probably counted
to 100 or more before hitting the “send” button, I was
hopeful. I hoped that I had added all the articles that
had been submitted. I hoped I did not have any
glaring grammatical issues. I hoped that I had all the
e-mail addresses correct. I hoped that I was
successful!
Hope is one of those four letter words that we all use.
(Or at least I hope you do!) And “Hope” was a word
I heard spoken several times during a virtual Board
meeting that was held recently. As the Board made
plans for this year, we all hoped that our plans would
be successful. We hope we will be able to meet in
person (with a possible virtual platform too) in June
for our Annual Gathering. We hope that we will be
able to have an in-person Fall Retreat. Hope is
important!
In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he wrote: “Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.”
As we move through the next few months, let us
remember that admonition as we anticipate what lies
ahead as we hopefully come out of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Kiana Kay Drye Sinz, 68, of Kannapolis passed
away on Thursday, February 10th.

Susan P. Harris, Secretary

She was a faithful member of Mt. Moriah Evangelical
Lutheran Church. Kiana served as a past secretary
of the NC WELCA and remained heavily involved as
an active member. She was a proud Brownie Girl
Scout Leader for over twenty years, taking great
pride in the development of great minds. She also
took great pride in being remembered by the young
ladies
who’s
lives
she
touched.

Kiana was born on December 18, 1953 in Cabarrus
County, NC. She was a daughter of the late Paul
Brown Drye and the late Lois Morlock Drye.

AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2022, ALL OFFERING
REMITTANCES SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO:
DEBRA WEINEL, SWO TREASURER
1612 Sherburg Court
Raleigh, NC 27606

Survivors include her husband, Fred H. Sinz of the
home, a daughter, Heidi Sinz Patterson (Ryan) of
Concord, and a grandson, Ethan Michael Patterson
whom she adored. She is also survived by three
sisters.

deweinel@gmail.com
(919)851-3093 Home
(919)215-6624 Cell

Memorials in her memory can be made to Mt. Moriah
Lutheran Church, 750 Mt. Moriah Church Road,
China Grove, NC 28023, or the charity of your
choice.

A Note of Caring

***************

For those of you who may not know, Beth Wrenn,
former President of the NC Women of the ELCA
(2000-2004) and former Churchwide Women’s
Organization President (2008-2011) is experiencing
some serious health conditions (cancer and memory
issues). Her husband, Lee, would welcome your
prayers as well as greetings for Beth. Their mailing
address is Post Office Box 1449, Carolina Beach,
NC 28428.
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LET ME SHOW YOU



My granddaughter is two. She loves books, coloring,
singing, and puzzles. On these cold winter days,
when her brother is in pre-school, she says, “Let’s
go to nursery, Mamaw”. We go upstairs and sit on
the floor. She puts out the puzzle. We start by
putting the same colors together, then matching up
the different pieces. Sometimes I don’t get it right
and she says, “Let me show you”. Well, I am a
mamaw and when a two-year-old says, “Let me
show you,” believe me, I sit back and see what
happens. She is so proud when the puzzle piece
fits! Of course, I brag and make it a big deal about it.
And tell her she is so smart!




TAKE A RISK TO LOVE
You can donate, advocate, and volunteer at
Lutheran Services Carolinas (LSC). For more
information or to get involved, call LSC at 1-800HELPING. Their website is www.lscarolinas.net
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.” MATTHEW 19:14
Submitted by Anita Miller, Co-Chair Justice
Committee

Brain research indicates that birth to age three are
the most important years in a child’s development.

**************

Listed below are some tips to consider during their
early years:










A Prayer to Share

BE WARM, LOVING, AND RESPONSIVE.
TALK, READ AND SING TO YOUR CHILD
ESTABLISH ROUTINES AND RITUALS
ENCOURAGE SAFE EXPLORATIONS AND
PLAY
MAKE TV WATCHING SELECTIVE
USE DISCIPLINE AS AN OPPORTUNITY
TO TEACH.
RECOGNIZE THAT EACH CHILD IS
UNIQUE.
CHOOSE QUALITY CHILD CARE AND
STAY INVOLVED.
TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF.

At the conclusion of the virtual SWO Board
meeting held on Saturday, February 19,
President Lisa Philbeck, offered the closing
prayer. With her permission, it is reprinted here.
Father, we praise You for the gift of unity that the
Spirit creates in our relationships. You place others
perfectly in our lives, and inspire us as Christians to
work together with the gifts that we have been
blessed with. When we look at this meeting through
Your eyes, we see Your gifts fostered in us to further
Your plans.

(AGES AND STAGES OF DEVELOPOMENT CARE
PUBLISHED BY CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION.)
It breaks my heart to think of children that don’t have
parents, grandparents or, even worse, experience
child abuse at the hands of family or family friends.

Forgive us, Father, for the control and the credit that
we grasp for in these meetings while planning and
accomplishing projects together. We confess that
honoring You through our work is not always at the
forefront of our minds as we strive for end goals. In
the spaces of our hearts that harbor envy and
ambition, we prayerfully ask You to make room for
humility and shared credit.

LUTHERAN SERVICES CAROLINA OFFERS






FOSTER CARE FOR UNACCOMPANIED
CHILDREN
STRENGTHENING FAMILIES
SURVIVORS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING

FOSTER CARE
TREATMENT PARENTING.
ADOPTION
HELPING UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN
SEEKING SAFETY
UNACCOMPANIED
CHILDREN-FAMILY
REUNIFICATION

Remind us, Father, that the church doesn’t stand on
any one person's’ shoulders. Not one of us can
further Your plans on our own. But together, we can
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complement each other’s strengths and cancel out
our weaknesses. As a team, a unified body, focused
on the gospel of Christ, we can do great things in
Your honor as we were purposed to do.
Humble us, to thank You for the ideas that You
spoke life into here today, and for the courage of
each voice that stood to be heard. In each one of us
lies a puzzle piece. One by one, as we stand and
speak and work, we see our individual pieces
moving into place. We continue to strive for Your will,
piece by piece, until You call us home.

The NC Women of the ELCA has had a relationship
with Crossnore School for a number of years,
collecting Campbell soup labels at one time and now
saving “Boxtops for Education.” The following article
about Crossnore School is reprinted from their
online newsletter.

Bless us, in this meeting today. Each of us has a life
outside of these walls. There are very real hurts that
some are coping with, and needs of others that we
ache to help with and meet. Take that stirring of love
that we feel for each other and guide our steps to be
faithful friends and extensions of Your love to those
that You have seated before us via Zoom today. As
we bow our heads and lift our plans up to You, we
pray that You bless our hearts and minds to know
we have done well in Your eyes. We pray for your
assurance that we are operating within Your will.

The HEART Of Crossnore: The Work We Do
By Blair Johnston
For more than 100 years, Crossnore has existed as
a place to serve and love children. While our name,
mission, and locations have grown and expanded
over the years, the heart of the work has remained
the same. We are committed to caring for North
Carolina’s most vulnerable members – its
children. The Crossnore School was initially founded
on our Avery campus in 1913. Likewise, The
Children’s Home was founded on our WinstonSalem campus in 1909. Together, these two
campuses and staff merged in 2017, to become
Crossnore School & Children’s Home. More
recently, in 2021, our mission and heart were
reestablished to become Crossnore Communities
for Children. This new name better encompasses
all of the many services that Crossnore offers. We
are much more than just a residential campus for
children. We are grateful for the updated language
to match our refocused vision.

Help us, so that we know that we are on Your path
for our lives. When we want to claim our
achievements as our own, and our talents as
abilities we’ve fostered and accomplished ourselves,
by the power of Your Holy Spirit in us, remind us to
hit our knees and raise our hands to You – the
Creator of all.
Be present with us, as we leave here today, to take
Your passion with us. Fan its flame after we part and
inspire our best contributions. Remind us always of
Your love, as we see our plans unfold and
accomplish the goals we set here today.
Inspire us to use our hearts to seek You in Your
Word daily through the power of the Holy Spirit that
dwells in us through our belief in Jesus, our Lord and
Savior.

Many are involved in Crossnore’s work. As a traumainformed organization, we recognize that a child
needs a positive relationship with at least one adult
to begin their healing. Further, we know that this
adult does not have to be their direct caregiver. This
adult could be their teacher, case manager, boss at
the coffee shop, or a maintenance team member.
The importance and care of each staff member is
vital to the healing of every child in our programs.
This is why we train every staff member to
understand trauma and resilience. No matter our
exact position and day-to-day tasks, we can each
contribute to the healing of children and families.

Grow us, both individually and together, as we seek
the peace of Your presence. Help us to walk
faithfully, fearlessly, and fiercely after Christ,
reflecting His love. May we always lift our progress
up to You, who holds the honor and glory for who we
are and what we do. Use our lives, Lord, to reach
those who desperately need to know that You do
love them.
In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.
************
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Are You Recycling Your Plastic Bags?

Our Programs division, those working directly with
clients, is the most visible service that Crossnore
provides. Within the Programs division falls
Crossnore’s therapy, medical, admissions, day
treatment,
residential,
foster
care,
family
preservation, and Youth Independent Living
services. These skilled staff work directly with our
clients every day. They work hard to make sure that
Crossnore is providing the best care possible. These
jobs can be demanding and challenging, but also
very rewarding as we walk with clients through both
heartbreaks and successes. Programs are the
foundation of our work.

In an ongoing fight for environmental cleaning for our
dear planet I found an article on plastic bags, which
caught my eye. Did you know in 2009 the Outer
Banks became the only area in NC with a ban on
single-use plastic bags? This would be the bags you
get at the grocery store and other purchases store
wide. I have not used these bags for years at the
grocery store. I was gifted with two green cloth bags,
which hang on my grocery cart. I just put my
groceries in the bag, the clerk scans the items with
her wand and leaves the items in the bag, and I am
out the door in a few minutes. The bags have
handles so I lift them onto my car, and then into my
home. The clerk likes it because she does not have
to bag anything. Correct weight distribution helps
me.

But these programs could not run without the
focused care of our Operations team. This team
includes our staff who manage human resources,
finances, facilities, and IT. While these staff are in
the spotlight less often, all employees at Crossnore
who have been hired, paid, submitted a
maintenance request, or faced an internet outage
agree that we couldn’t do it without them. Each of
these members are vital in making sure that all staff
have what they need to be able to serve clients and
families.
Our External Relations team manages our work with
the public and our community partners. These staff
members oversee fundraising, major and planned
giving, communications and marketing, and our
Fostering Communities initiative. This team
understands the heart of Crossnore and makes sure
that you, the person outside of Crossnore,
understands that as well. Truly, none of this could
exist without you, our generous donors and
friends. And we are so grateful for all the ways that
those not employed at Crossnore continue to
support the extensive work of this multifaceted
organization. While we are many parts, we function
wholly under our singular mission: to grow healthy
futures for children and families by providing a
Christian sanctuary of hope and healing. We are so
grateful for every member of our staff, our board of
directors, our donors, and our volunteers who make
this mission possible. Together, we are all the
heart of Crossnore.

With information I had not heard about was also the
new awareness, that after NC Senator Marc
Basnight was successful in having this bill passed in
his coastal district, other counties passed an antiplastic measure. The lack of bags was not to last.
The NC Retail Merchants Association hired
lobbyists, and along with Walmart, Walgreens and
Publix donating to their cause, were successful in
having the bill repealed, in 2017.
What a shame! We will see those bags on our
roadways, on our beaches and in the water.
Each year we use around ten billion plastic bags.
The bags do not decompose for hundreds of years.
Also, Sandy Skolochenko of the NC Department of
Environmental Quality states “It’s very common for
recycling facilities to halt operations multiple times
per day to cut out the plastic bags.” How much does
that cost us? Since 2014 nine states have banned
plastic bags. But seventeen states prohibit local
governments from outlawing or taxing bags. Some
local governments are charging customers extra for
single-use bags, from seven to ten cents a bag.
Some cannot decide if it is a tax or a fee. But in one
case Rep. Larry Yarborough, from Person County,
who co-chairs the House Environment Committee

**********************
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LOCAL CONGREGATIONAL UNIT NEWS

says he does not claim to be a constitutional lawyer
but does not think a municipality has the authority to
tax bags.

The women of Redeemer Lutheran in Gastonia have
stayed quite busy during the first quarter of this new
year.

On a last note, “Researchers at the University of
Chicago found that within its first year, the Windy
City’s seven-cent bag tax decreased the number of
people using disposable bags by 28%.”

We wrapped up our end of year by assisting with our
Christmas Angel Tree in December. Names of
children in need were provided by Lutheran Family
Services in addition to names of adults from a few
assisted living centers nearby. With the help of our
very generous congregation, every item on our tree
was filled. God is Good!

Wasn’t it Ben Franklin that said, “a penny saved is a
dollar earned?” Our planet would appreciate that
kind of savings. Maybe the animals that ingest
them? Our Dear Lord as well.
Submitted by Tonie Neal, NC WELCA Board
Member, Justice Ministry Co-Chair

In January, we delivered hats, mittens and gloves to
a local elementary school and were able to provide
these items for over 60 children. A big thank you to
one of our members, Linda Craig, for all the time she
spent knitting and crocheting many of these
items. She is one of our biggest contributors.

Source sited: Fayetteville Observer, Wednesday, January
19, 2021, Brian Gordon, USA Today Network. Plastic bag
bans in NC highlight state power struggle, page 1A

****************
The following is from Ronald
McDonald House Charities:
URGENT: Families from Ukraine
need your help.
As someone who has a passion for
helping families when they need it
most, we want you to hear this first:
Ronald McDonald House Charities® (RMHC) has
established an emergency fund to help Ukrainian
children and families throughout this humanitarian
crisis.

Each month our group provides snack bags and ice
cream along with personal hygiene items to
residents at Magnolia Gardens assisted living
center. This facility is made up of almost 90% of
their residents who have to rely on Medicaid to
provide for them. Many of them have no family
members who visit or help them out. It is a joy to
see the smiles on their faces when we arrive with
their treats.

When you give to the fund, you’ll help ensure that
Ukrainian children and families with critical illness or
injury will still be able to access the care they need
— despite being forced to flee their homeland.
Your donation will support our efforts to help
displaced and ill and injured children impacted by the
crisis in Ukraine. Currently, Ukrainian families with ill
or injured children are being accommodated and
supported by RMHC programs throughout Europe.

We continue to look for ways to reach out and share
God's love with others in need.
Marguerite Taylor
Leader - Redeemer WELCA

One of our Ronald McDonald Care Mobile®
programs was even deployed to provide medical
care to Ukrainian refugee families.
For the most up-to-date information or to donate, go
to the website, rmhc.org.

********
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RACHEL’S DAY

his mother first, and lastly himself. A total twentyeight died that day because of gun violence.

WOMEN BOLDLY STANDING FOR CHILDREN

Some ideas to bring awareness to your
congregation and community:

WE ARE BUILDING AWARENESS ABOUT
CHILDREN
BEING
EXPOSED
TO
GUN
VIOLENCE.




“It’s everywhere. Guns and violence are in every
nook and cranny of America. Many children can get
a gun quicker than they can get a book out of the
library. That puts us all at risk,” says Marian Wright
Edelman, founder of the Children’s Defense Fund.





What is Rachel’s Day?
In 1994, one woman urged her congregation, Bethel
Lutheran Church on the west side of Chicago, to
support children facing violence. That began by
clearing a vacant lot and turning it into a garden,
known as ”Rachel’s Garden”. It became a place
where folks - mostly mothers - could come to mourn
children killed in gun violence in the past year. They
also planted a white cross and flowers in
remembrance of these young ones. Two years later,
the Metro Chicago Synodical Women’s Organization
broadened awareness of the violence children face
and took actions to address it. Their convention
passed the memorial resolving “That ELCA women
encourage their congregations to recognize the first
Sunday in May each year as Rachel’s Day, based
on Jeremiah 31:15-17 when Rachel grieved for her
children, to mourn the loss of our children and to
renounce the forces of evil and fear that plague our
nation.”




Include Rachel’s Day in your Sunday School
or worship on Sunday, May 1.
Debunk the myths about gun violence and
children.
Host a kitchen talk or circle discussion
Host a summit.
Take action. Join a group. Volunteer at
schools.
Pray. Invite others to keep these matters in
their daily prayers.
Share a report of your work on
womenoftheelca.org,(facebook.com/women
oftheelca” and Twitter (use #actboldly
hashtag and @WomenoftheELCA).

Beyond Rachel’s Day” Ask agencies in your
community that help children at risk what they need.
Collect in-kind gifts from your congregation. And do
something for the children in your congregation.
Go to: womenoftheelca.org/resources/Rachel’s day
for more information.

***************

From Matthew Chapter 2:
An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said “Get up take the child and his mother, and
flee to Egypt…for Herod is about to search for the
child, to destroy him, When Herod saw that he had
been tricked…he sent and killed all the children in
and around Bethlehem…Then it was fulfilled what
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah “A
voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation. Rachel weeping for her children; she
refused to be consoled because they are no more”.

TITHELY Coming Soon!!
We are happy to announce that beginning in April,
the NC Women of the ELCA will have an easy
electronic way to make offerings. We will be setting
up the online offering portal through Tithely and
allowing givers to make offerings through an app on
their phone, by clicking a link in an email, or clicking
a link on the website. Offerings may still be made by
check or cash and this provides another option that
is especially easy for women that prefer join in a
Gathering meeting by zoom. This online offering
solution will make the treasurer’s job a little easier
and provide reports and information for the giver
also. Stay tuned and look for more information in
early April.

Twenty years ago, the emphasis was on the loss of
inner-city children to gang gun violence. Drugs,
abuse, neglect, poor education, health, and hunger
also contributed to the death of children. Today,
children are also threatened with death by suicide,
often a result of being bullied. Suicide is the third
leading cause of death among young people.
Ten years ago, in five minutes time, twenty children
(ages 6 and 7 ) and six staff members were killed at
Sandy Hook Elementary School. The gunman killed
8

NEWS FROM CONFERENCE LEADERS

Registration will be electronic via email. We will post
updates online on our web site www.ncwelca.org
and when registration opens – around April 1st. You
will register if you want to attend In-Person and
advise which location you’ll be attending. You will
register to receive the Zoom Meeting Invite if you
want to attend virtually. All registrations will be sent
to Lorri Monterose at MonteroseWelding@aol.com
with NC WELCA in the Subject Line of your email.

SPRING GATHERINGS 2022
We have been diligently working on the 2022 Spring
Gathering that will be held Saturday, April 30th from
9:30-11:00am. NC SWO President, Lisa Philbeck,
will open the Gathering with words of welcome. And
what a Welcome it will be after two years since our
last event or program! We’ll hear a financial update
from Debra Weinel, newly elected NC SWO
Treasurer, who is so excited to tell us about NC
WELCA using electronic giving with Tithely.com.
We’ll end the Gathering with a timely and thoughtprovoking program on Voices For Justice
facilitated by Conference Coordinators, Lorri
Monterose and Heidi Gibson.

Please be patient with us as we work through our
first hybrid event. We are hoping to be back to fully
in-person gatherings this coming fall, but that will be
a decision made by the new Board and Officers later
this year. Until then, keep the faith and let’s all join
together on April 30th to celebrate the 2022 Spring
Gathering!

This will be a hybrid virtual and in-person event and
it’s going to look a lot different than events in the
past… we mean a lot different. You will be able to
attend the Zoom Meeting virtually. We will also have
an in-person meeting. These locations will be
confirmed by the time you are reading this. The
locations will be posted online once confirmed.
Please monitor our web site for updates www.ncwelca.org.

Lorri Monterose & Heidi Gibson
NC SWO Conference Coordinators
*********

ANNUAL GATHERING
SAVE THE DATE!!!
The Gathering Planning Committee is moving
forward with preparations for the NC Women of the
ELCA Annual Gathering. It is to be held Friday,
June 24 through Sunday, June 26, 2022 at LenoirRhyne University.
We are still waiting for
confirmation from the LRU but we are hoping things
will be somewhat back to normal. If the University
requires COVID protocols at that time, those will be
in place for the Women as well.

Here’s how the hybrid event is going to work. We
will have a virtual ZOOM Meeting and we are going
to broadcast the Zoom Meeting live on our Facebook
(FB) page and at several locations across the state.
You will be able to attend the Zoom Meeting or you
can attend in-person at one of the central locations
to watch a broad cast of the Zoom Meeting. Both of
these options will require you to register. You will
also be able to simply watch the livestream on our
FB page, in which case no registration will be
needed.

Because of the pandemic and we have not been
able to meet in person, we got started late on the
planning so registration is not open yet. We will let
you know as soon as we are able to confirm cost,
etc.

If you do choose to attend in-person at one of the
host locations, this will be a very bare bones
gathering. The host churches will be projecting the
Zoom Meeting on a screen for participants to watch;
there won’t be anyone facilitating the program at any
of the in-person locations. Refreshments at the Host
Locations will be bare bones as well. We are only
asking for the host churches to provide a location to
gather. You may be offered something to drink coffee/tea/juice – and possibly some cookies if the
host location gets fancy. Again, the host church is
only responsible for providing a place to gather and
watch the meeting.

More details will be forthcoming! As of this time, we
do have a theme: “Renewed Day by Day” and
some of the scripture readings (2 Corinthians 4:1,810,16) to accompany the theme.
Our Chaplain for the Annual Gathering will be the
Rev. Karin O’Donnell. She formerly served on the
NC SWO Board and is presently serving as pastor
at Mt. Hebron, Hildebran.
Our keynote speaker has not been confirmed yet so
stay tuned and check the website regularly for more
information.
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