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    This is the month observed as Women’s History Month so, out of curiosity, I researched 
the beginning of that designation to discover that it originated around 1981 when Congress 
“authorized and requested the President to proclaim the week beginning March 7, 1982 as 
‘Women’s History Week.’” For the next five years, Congress continued to designate a week 
in March as “Women’s History Week” and finally, in 1987, Congress saw fit to designate the month of 
March as “Women’s History Month.”  “Since 1995, Presidents Clinton, Bush and Obama have issued a se-
ries of annual proclamations designating the month of March as “Women’s History Month.”  

I find it interesting that this observance originally was a weeklong event but later became a month-long cel-
ebration. That may speak to the fact that the status of women has changed over the years. I would also 
suggest that there are so many women of historical significance that it would be hard to recognize them in 
one short week.  
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 “The Library of Congress, National Archives, National Park Service, Smithsonian Institution” and 

other agencies “join in commemorating and encouraging the study, observance and celebration of 

the vital role of women in American history. (womenshistorymonth.gov) 

According to Wikipedia, Women’s History Month “highlights the contributions of women to events in 
history and contemporary society.”  A proclamation signed by President Jimmy Carter in 1980 stat-
ed, “From the first settlers who came to our shore, from the first American Indian families who be-
friended them, men and women have worked together to build this nation. Too often the women 
were unsung and sometimes their contributions went unnoticed. But the achievements, leadership, 
courage, strength and love of the women who built America was as vital as that of the men whose 
names we know so well.” 

We know the names and accomplishments of many of those women in our history but others re-
main unnamed and, perhaps, unacknowledged. The same is true with women of faith in Biblical 
times.  The importance of some of the women we hear and read about in the scriptures are often 
overlooked or diminished. 

With the emphasis on women’s history, it is appropriate that the topic of our spring retreat at Kure 
Beach this month is “Bad Women of the Bible – Part 2.” A few years ago at another spring retreat, 
we learned about some of the women in the Bible who had less than stellar reputations. There was 
a request for a deeper look at these purported “bad women” so this year we are delving deeper into 
that topic. Even though these women may be referred to as “bad,” their stories are included in the 
Bible and are part of our religious history and our faith story.   

Another part of our faith story includes the women who have been a part of the NC Women of the 
ELCA and its predecessor organizations.  Those women go back for many years, for generations.  
They are too numerous to mention individually; but they are the ones who have been instrumental 
in our programs, retreats, Bible studies, and scholarships. They are the ones who have advocated 
for women and children. They are the women who have encouraged others and who have taken a 
stand on important issues. Are you one of those women?  

As we remember women in history, we must also look to the future. Consider what will be said 
years from now.  Will you be remembered as a woman who changed things, who spoke up for oth-
ers, who took a stand against injustice? Each one of us has an opportunity to change and improve 
the lives of others. Let’s become women who will be remembered for the things we do for the vul-
nerable in our society. Let’s be known as the women who are Commissioned to Go - Love, 
Serve, Pray, Proclaim, Give.  

Peace be with you, 

Susan  
NC Women of the ELCA President 

 

 

Rome, 589 AD 

During the epidemic, at that time,   Bishop Gregory called on everyone to pray for the 
sick—and he specifically called for a blessing anytime anyone sneezed, to protect both 
sneezer and blesser. So the next time you say “God bless You!” after someone sneezes, 
you’re carrying on a practice that goes back to a reluctant bishop doing his best to 
help his suffering people. 
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BOLD WOMEN’S SUNDAY 
BY Anita Miller-Justice Committee 

 
This was our first year celebrating Bold Women’s Sunday at Sharon ELCA.  In preparation, I was searching and researching as much infor-
mation as possible to bring it to our Women’s group.  I sent an email to the group and it was discussed at our January meeting as to what we 
wanted to do for Bold Women’s Sunday.  Our ladies were very interested in getting this special day started.  As it turned out, we have many bold 
women that have led the way to where we are today at Sharon.  It was decided that we will have a Bold Women of  Sharon temple talk once a 
month during 2018.  The temple talk would start by introducing and sharing information about Katie Luther, then our Bold Woman of  the 
Month.  We have invited their families to write a bio, send a picture and join us on their special day.  Here I would like to share our first Bold 
Women’s Sunday, January 21, 2018 at Sharon Evangelical Lutheran Church! 

 
CELEBRATING THE BOLD WOMEN OF SHARON LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
JANUARY 21, 2018 

 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA’S MISSION IS MOBILIZING WOMEN TO ACT BOLDLY ON THEIR FAITH IN 
JESUS CHRIST, WE KNOW THAT EACH WOMAN WILL ACT BOLDLY IN A WAY THAT’S UNIQUE TO 
HER, SO WE TALK ABOUT EACH OF US “FINDING OUR BOLD” 
 

 
 
WE CELEBRATE ALL LUTHERAN WOMEN WHO HAVE ACTED OR ARE ACTING BOLDLY ON THEIR 
FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.  SOME WOMEN ARE BOLD IN THEIR UNCEASING PRAYERS.  OTHER 
WOMEN ARE BOLD IN THEIR SERVICE TO THOSE IN NEED.  STILL OTHERS ARE BOLD IN THEIR 
ADVOCACY OR THROUGH THEIR HOSPITALITY.  WHETHER WE LIVE OUT OUR BOLD STORY OF 
FAITH IN THE WORKPLACE, FAMILY HOME OR COMMUNITY, OUR FAITH COMPELS US TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF TOHERS.  IT’S ALL BOUT LIVING OUT OUR BAPTISMAL CALL, 
ABOUT BEING A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST.  OUR ABILITY TO ACT BOLD IS ROOTED IN OUR BAPTISM AND 
CONTINUALLY ENABLED, EMPOWERED AND SUPPORTED BY GOD’S GRACE. 
 

Justice  Committee—Anita Miller and Tonie Neal 
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KATHARINA von BORA 

Katie Luther 

Martin Luther married a former nun, Katharina von Bora, an extraordinary  
woman who stood in strength by his side. 

How can  we honor Katharina, who was born on January 29, 1499?  We can 
only try to recover her life from a century in which most women could not 
read, had limited legal rights, faced death from pregnancy, buried half their 
children and disappeared into the shadows of history.  We will share facts re-
lated to this increditlbe woman along with facts about our incredible women 
of Sharon Lutheran Church. 
 
The von Bora family was of noble lineage but lost its fortune and lived in near 
poverty.   Katharina’s mother died of an unknown disease.  Her father remar-
ried Margaret von Ende. 

 
At the age of 9, she entered Nimbschen Convent near Grima, in Germany’s Mulde Valley.  Because 
her father could not afford a dowry, future marriage was impossible; she could become a num or 
face spinsterhood, a disgrace at that time. 
 
From “Getting to know Katharina von Bora” by Mary Helene Rasmussen Jackson December 29, 
2017 Gather Magazine 
 

ELOISE POPE MILLER 

Eloise Pope Miller was married in 1929 and had 4 children, 2 boys and 2 
girls.  The baby girl had Down Syndrome and Eloise included her and took 
her everywhere the family went. 
Eloise had a very strong faith.  She loved reading the Bible and prayed for 
those with needs, but mostly for her 
children.  She and her daughter had devotional time each night before 
bed.   
 
Eloise was a devoted member of Sharon Lutheran Church and very active in 
her service to the church.  She has a special love with providing flowers for 
the church.  She loved growing roses and flowers for arrangements. Easter was a special holiday 
for Eloise.  She took pride in helping to make the Easter morning Cross resplendent with flowers. 
 
Eloise was always terrified of public speaking, but with the help and encouragement of Frances 
Goins she became comfortable and participated in holding the women’s meeting and other roles 
in the church.  Eloise’s love for God and family provided a beacon for many.  She was well loved 
and showed compassion and love to all. 
Her last thoughts were of her family.  She spent her last night in prayer and reading her Bible 
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                  Annual Gathering Planning Committee Update  June 22-24 2018 

                                                 Saturday Evening Entertainment 

          The  Creative  Ministry Team of Highland Baptist Church has been invited to present our 

Saturday night entertainment at the Women of the ELCA Annual Gathering. They are  comprised 

of youth and adults of who desire to worship the LORD in unique ways. Their ministry uses pup-

pets, dowels, drama, black light, art, props, and music to draw attention to our Savior and his re-

deeming work. Come expecting to be amazed!  

Daily Grace       Wise Woman       February 15, 2018 

“Nevertheless wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” (Luke 7:35) 

A wise women once told me, “when you’re seeking after God, go deep in your own heart and you will find God has 
been seeking after you.”  Wisdom that guides me regularly comes from women of many generations,  including 
elders in the church.  I have also gleaned uncommon wisdom out of the mouths of babes.  I know that these en-
counters reveal the voice and presence of God in our midst.  Wisdom is a gift from God that also springs up 
from within us.  Wisdom is sometimes knowing something from deep within your midst.  Wisdom is a gift from 
God that also springs up from within us.  Wisdom is sometimes knowing something from within your soul. 

This is adapted from “Faith Reflections; Wisdom of women”, written by Linda Norman that first appeared in 
the May 2010 issue of Café. 
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It is with deep sadness we report the death of Karen Strider Hunt, our former web-

master.  Karen died on Thursday, December 14, 2017 at Catawba Valley Medical 

Center. 

 

Karen was born October 6, 1950.  She was a member of Old St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church in Newton where she was actively involved with the youth group, women’s 

circle and Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (WELCA). Karen 

was a former customer service representative with Peoples Bank and worked as a 

financial  secretary at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Claremont.  

 

Karen is survived by a son, Kevin Hunt, and his wife, Holly, and a daughter, Heidi Grogan, one brother, 

three sisters, and three grandchildren.  

 

A service to celebrate Karen’s life was held on Monday, December 18, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. at Old St. 

Paul’s Historic Lutheran Church in Newton.  Memorials may be made to Old St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church in honor of Karen Hunt, 2035 Old Conover-Startown Road, Newton, NC 28658. 
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We Will Have Kandy AND Cookies at the Annual Gathering!!!! 

 

That’s correct.  You heard it right.  We will have Kandy at the Annual Gathering in 

June.  No, it’s not a misspelling.  It’s not that kind of candy, not chocolate Hershey 

bars or Snickers, but Kandy Pflaster, who will be our Churchwide Board representa-

tive. I was privileged to meet Kandy several years ago at the Conference of Presidents 

in Chicago when she was also serving as a Synodical Women’s Organization presi-

dent. She made quite an impression on me at that time because I remember how en-

thusiastic and personable she was. I know you will find her equally as personable 

when you meet her in Hickory. Kandy will be coming from Cozad, Nebraska, where 

she works as a nurse. You will learn more about Kandy, her family, her work, and the 

Women of the ELCA June 22-24 at our Annual Gathering.  

Besides Kandy, we will also have cookies. Since this will be my last Annual Gathering 

as your president, I plan to bake Rosemary cookies for all of you. If you have attended 

some of our retreats, or served on the board with me, or attended the Annual Gather-

ing several years ago, you may remember the cookies I brought to share. I had many 

requests for the recipe which was published in our newsletter previously but, as a re-

membrance, I hope to bring enough cookies for each of you.   

So please join me at Lenoir-Rhyne when we welcome Kandy Pflaster to North Caroli-

na and enjoy cookies together.    

 

                                                 “Gather Us In”   

“Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings,  

           brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,  

Gather us in,  the blind and the lame,   

Call to  us now and we shall awaken 

We shall arise at the sound of our name.” 

LBW Page 532 
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Women of the ELCA Pennies Project 2018 

Sacred Pathways, Pembroke NC 

    The women of the ELCA Board selected Sacred Path-
ways as our Pennies Project for the 2018-2019 year.  Maxine 
Amos brought this organization to our awareness and we have 
been impressed with their varied ministries.  Our 16-member 
N.C. University system has a little known member called UNC 
Pembroke, located in Pembroke, N.C.  This is one of the 
North Carolina’s poorest counties and home to our Native 
American Lumbee Tribe population.  This ministry is conducted 
in Pembroke amid this population. 

   Sacred Pathways was organized in 2006 as a non-profit to 
help feed the homeless and has since grown into a crisis re-
source center, which seeks to meet the needs in Pembroke. It 
works to eliminate the problems of addiction, poverty, homeless-
ness, suicide and high school dropout rate among the Native 
Americans, and anyone short on hope and resources.  They 
are a community-based service that includes monthly food box 
delivery to senior citizens and needy families and children. 
They support a community of outreach, counseling, referral and 
immediate services.  

   We are glad to offer our support to this organization in 
this coming year.  We look forward to having Dr Ruth Dial-
Woods, director, as one of our Awareness Session Presenters 
in June, at our NC  Synodical Women of the ELCA Annual 
Gathering. 



 

 

CALENDAR 

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

February 2018 – November 2018 
 
 

 
 
February 2018 Black History Month 
 
23-25   Conference of Presidents – Chicago, IL 
25         Bold Women’s Sunday 
 
 
March 2018 Women’s History Month 
   
2          World Day of Prayer – “All God’s Creation is 
Very Good”                      
2          Board Reports Due 
9-11     Spring Retreat – Kure Beach 

 
April 2018 Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 
1        Easter 
16      Deadline for Early Bird Registration for  
        Gathering 
                                                                                       
 
 
 
 



 
May 2018 Mental Health Awareness Month 
 
1         Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship 
Applications Due 
1         Deadline for Young Women Guests for Gathering  
6         Rachel’s Day 
21       Deadline for Regular Registration for Gathering 
 
 
June 2018 
1-2        Synod Assembly 
20         World Refugee Day 
22-24   NC Women of the ELCA 31

st
 Annual Gathering 

– LRU, Hickory 
25         Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due 
31         Committee Evaluations Due 
 
 
July 2018 
20-22   SWO Board Retreat –  
 
 
August 2018 
1           Committee Day I – TBD 
 
 
November 2018 
2-4     Fall Board Meeting —Blowing Rock NC 
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