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                 From the desk of the President—October 2020 

 

Can you believe it? Yes, ¾ of 2020 is now over as we head into October.  Maybe 
you are like me and hoping for cooler weather, beautiful fall flowers and gor-
geous red, yellow, and orange leaves, or maybe less disturbance from tropical 
storms. Let’s hope for less Covid-19 outbreaks and death.  Can you believe in just North Car-
olina 186,887+ people have come down with the disease and over 3,111+ people have died 
from the virus?  Yes, I am sure you as well as myself would like to get back to our regular life-
style. As one of the ministers during a church service I was watching asked the      question, 
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“Do you think God is telling us to slow down, to take a good look at our life  

style, and maybe change our way of life a little bit?” 

Many are tired of the pandemic and are constantly complaining about not being able to live 
the lifestyle as we are used to doing.  Ladies have faith and keep following all the state and 
synodical rules and regulations.  This will pass but not on our terms or plans but God’s plans. 

If we think of all that North Carolina has given up, many feel depressed.  No Fall Retreat, Fall 
Conferences, North Carolina Gathering, Spring Retreat, or Spring Gatherings.  Even though we 
can’t gather as normal, some of you have come up with creative ways to still hold 
meetings.  Thank you for that and not giving up on WELCA.  You can still send offerings to Nena 
Babb, treasurer.  Also, you can send Pennies money and money for the Youth 4 Abolition fund. 

Ladies go to our NC WELCA website and keep up with the latest news.  Click on  the WELCA 
Churchwide website to lean about the upcoming Triennial in August 2021. 

This month you will receive information about Immigration Reform/Care.  Check this out and 
get your ladies involved. 

Your Board is available to help if you have questions or concerns.  Yes, we are getting better at 
zoom meetings and trying to keep you informed. 

Thank YOU for all that you do to keep our WELCA going.   

 

May you have Love, Joy, Peace, and Good Health. 

 

Jane Cadwallader,  NC WELCA President     
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Gathering Planning Committee—Joyce Ohlson, Linda Davis,  

Cindy Whisenant 
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NORMAL IS NO MORE! 

 

As you know, this year, 2020, is not a normal year. Everything in our lives looks vastly different that 
what we planned or expected.  
  
Normally, we would have met in the springtime for our conference gatherings.  We would have elect-
ed new conference leaders and enjoyed fellowship with our WELCA sisters. 
In June, we would have attended the Annual Gathering at Lenoir-Rhyne University.  There, we would 
have elected two new officers and four board members, along with conducting “normal” busi-
ness.  We would have heard an inspiring story from our keynote speaker and heard from our Church-
wide board member.  There would have been awareness sessions to participate in and Bible studies 
led by our chaplain.   
 
Some of us would have boarded airplanes in July and traveled to Phoenix, AZ for the Triennial con-
vention and we would have been joined by more women for the Triennial Gathering.   
Normally, we would be preparing for our fall conference gatherings and the fall retreat in Blowing 
Rock.  Unfortunately, what we would have been doing, even in our personal lives, is not happen-
ing.  Many of us are still not “going to” church.  We are either worshipping online or a few of us may 
be worshipping outdoors.   
Everything as we know it has changed.  Events have been cancelled or postponed.  Some have al-
ready been rescheduled, such as the Triennial convention and gathering which is now slated for Au-
gust 2021.   
 
In the meantime, we wait for the time in the future when we can safely gather in large groups again. 
As Christians, we find ourselves waiting, even in normal years.  In the Advent season, we wait for the 
birth of the Christ child.  During Lent, we wait with trepidation knowing that Christ had to bear the 
cross; and we wait with anticipation the Resurrection of our Lord.  That is even in normal times.  This 
year, Lent and Easter felt so different.  It was not “normal.”  What next year looks like still remains to 
be seen. 
 
Right now, our new normal is meeting via Zoom or some other social media platform.   Our worship is 
held in an outdoor arbor or a picnic shelter.  Our normal attire includes an added accessory, a face 
mask.  In the normal worship setting, we would be hugging, sharing the peace, and passing the offer-
ing plate; but now, we wave at our neighbors sitting six feet away, and we drop our offering into a 
plate or basket as we arrive or as we leave worship or send it online. 
 
Sometimes it seems as though nothing is normal anymore.  The only thing that is normal is the pres-
ence of God and the love of Jesus.  We may not be gathering for worship in the ways we have been 
accustomed to, but we can be assured that God is with us, wherever and whenever and however we 
worship.   
 
What we knew as normal may never be the same.  This year life has changed and we have adapted 
to that change as best we can.  We can stubbornly argue, as we have in the past, “this is not the way 
we’ve done things in the past,” or we can embrace what is becoming a “new normal.”   
It is different, it is not normal; but I encourage you to accept the fact that life is different in many re-
spects and accept the changes. 
 
Submitted by Susan P. Harris 
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Justice  Committee—Anita Miller and Tonie Neal 

 

                                           Still Recycling, Reusing, Renewing 

This week saw Ronald McDonald House in Winston Salem receiving a donation from the NC Women of 
the ELCA.  We had collected 20 pounds of tabs at the Annual Gathering in 2019. Jacque Yacobucci, St. 
James, Fayetteville took them home and shuffled through all of them. She cleaned the zip lock bags of 
gum wrapper, staples, paper clips, etc. You get the picture. She also ran a magnet over them and found all 
of the metal that wasn't aluminum and removed it. Now this is not a one day chore. It required weeks and 
finally they were cleaned, 73 bags packed up, and ready for a delivery to one of the Ronald McDonald 
Houses.  Then the Covid-19 hit and they remained at Jacque's all of 2020.  So in the closing of the 2019-
2020 year for Justice Ministry, they were delivered to a local salvage company in Fayetteville and sold. All 
20 pounds. For a grand total of $8.00. We received .04 a pound, the going rate. Most salvage companies 
are not taking tabs now, due to the low pounds rate.   

1) Send your money to any RMH and recycle your tab in your own community recycling program. 

 2) Save your tab and bring to the Annual Gathering or your own church, if they have a tab program. 

3) Save your tab and take it to your own salvage company and send the money to RMH. 

4) Save your tab and take it to your community Ronald McDonald House.  

A member of our Justice Ministry Team, Camilla Jones collected over 67 pounds of tabs last year (34 
boxes) and delivered them to Winston Salem's RMH, 2019. It was a lot of cleaning out for her efforts, of 
$26.80. The RMH was able to accommodate 2 families for 2 nights to allow them to be close to their 
loved one in the hospital.  If Jacque and Camilla are willing to clean up behind our zip lock bags full of 
tabs and trash, then how much time are we willing to give to drop a tab in that zip lock and take it to 
them?  

Whatever you decide to do, please do not trash that aluminum for our children, grandchildren and great 
grands to deal with in the years to come. God's planet deserves more than trash.  

For those of you that remember our Ronald McDonald House speaker, from a few years back, at our Annu-
al Gathering, she informed us that the tab weighted what the can weighted. And the mess with the tabs 
was much less than dealing with the cans, so she suggested we keep giving the cans to the Boy Scouts or 
our normal recycling and continue to only save the tab for them.  Knowing that some of you are going to 
say, "but .04 a pound, isn't worth the effort."  So again, to encourage you to continue to support Ronald 
McDonald House and their mission, which is tremendous, we offer these suggestions.   

Submitted by Tonie Neal, Co-Chair NC WELCA, Justice Ministry 
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Thanks to You, We’re Stepping Up 

Dear NC WELCA, 

In every corner of the globe, people are grappling with how to adapt in a drastically changing 

world. 

Here at Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC), we’re adapting by working harder than 

ever to open doors and hearts to people in need including the families who are still depend-

ing on us. And thanks to people like you, that’s exactly what we’re doing. 

Despite the far-reaching impacts of COVID-19, we are still supporting families around 

the world. Programs that aren’t currently hosting families with hospitalized children 

have opened their facilities to healthcare and other essential workers, extending hos-

pitality and our impact by also helping keep the families of the workers safe. None of 

this would be possible without generous support from people like you. Please make a 

donation today. 

Here are just a few of the ways donations from people like you are making a difference: 

• RMHC Chapters in Nebraska, Kentucky and Florida are partnering with local restau-

rants and hotels to provide nourishing meals and places of respite to healthcare workers. 

• RMHC Chapters in Poland, Malta, North Carolina and more are going virtual with their 

most popular programs — like tutoring, bingo night, and interactive performances — 

so children and families can enjoy them while remaining safe. 

• Our Chapters in Texas and Florida are providing “comfort bags” to families staying in 

hospitals while their children receive treatment. 

In a world that is constantly changing, one thing is constant: how strong we are when we 

support each other. 

Please assist RMHC Global as we continue to help our Chapters find innovative ways to 

support families and communities by making a donation today. 

Thank you for your commitment to keeping families together — even in the most uncertain, 

extraordinary times. 
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http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=RhGb1iYZoWAgm1Bp70QZ5w
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=RhGb1iYZoWAgm1Bp70QZ5w
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=m8JbLqVEqRFb5iEWiAcz-A
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=m8JbLqVEqRFb5iEWiAcz-A
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=5sIsAzHJ0umLiIiArjjAsQ
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This month we emphasis Immigration. Below found in Breitbart an article by NEIL MUNRO from Sept. 
14, 2020. It shows some of the problems that started out well intended and ends up making me wonder, 
“how we got here”?  Sound familiar?  These folks from Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua, and Sudan were allowed 
into our country due to earthquakes, and natural disasters that robbed them of their home and liveli-
hood.  Now years later, they are due to go home, but some have been here for years and have children that 
do not know any other home. So, we have courts that wind up with the question “send them home or not”  

A three-judge panel in California’s Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals says President Donald Trump can end 
the temporary amnesty provided to roughly 300,000 migrants from El Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua, and 
Sudan. The 2:1 decision on September 14 is an important win for Trump, but it will be appealed further 
by pro-migration groups and by business groups and cities that gain from the resident population of 
mostly lower-skill migrants.  

In as little as six months … TPS holders would lose their lawful status and their U.S. citizen children could 
be forced to make an impossible choice between their families and their homes.  Now more than ever it is 
imperative that Congress act to protect TPS families. Is it the U.S. responsibility to continue this protec-
tion as a nation? Did these families understand there would be a day of reckoning? U.S. resources are not 

 

             Submitted by Tonie Neal, Justice Co-Chair 

 

 

In 2018, a Californian district judge blocked Trump and ordered him to continue TPS for people from El Salva-
dor and similar groups from Sudan, Haiti, and Nicaragua.  

TPS beneficiaries who have lived, worked, and raised families in the United States (many for more than a decade), 
will be subject to removal. Many have U.S.-born children; those may be faced with the Hobson’s choice of bringing 
their children with them (and tearing them away from the only country and community they have known) or split-

The migrants are unlikely to be sent home in the next few months. The entire article is found at the https below. It 
gives the 3 Judges reasonings, for their vote. It is heartbreaking. The same heartbreak we find in so many areas of 

How do you start over in a country that you have not lived in for decades, or never lived in?  How do you decide 
which child to leave behind? How could this have been prevented? What do we support now? More questions than 
Solomon could have answered?  Cut the baby into? 

Lord, help us. Pray, ladies, pray. 

The case, Crista Ramos v. Chad F. Wolf, was heard in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. The case 
number is No. 18-16981. 

 

 

WHERE IS HOME? 

https://www.breitbart.com/author/neil-munro/
https://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2020/09/14/18-16981.pdf


 
Apple Autumn Salad 

1 (20 oz) can Crushed Pineapple       1/3 cup sugar       1 (3 oz) pkg Lemon Jello            1 (8 
oz) pkg cream cheese     ½-1 cup chopped pecans     1 cup chopped celery   I cup unpeeled 
apples, diced   1 cup cool whip 

Combine pineapple with juice & sugar in sauce pan & bring to boil. Cook 3 minutes. Stir in dry 
Jello & cream cheese. Set aside to cool. After the mixture is completely cooled, add nuts, cel-

ery, apples & cool whip. Refrigerate until congealed.  
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What’s Going On in North Carolina? 
     This is a new  section of our Bulletin.  Our readers are wanting to know more about you and your congregations. Everyone is wel-

come to participate.  Write a paragraph about what is going on  in  your church or church group. For example, a new pastor, your 

gracious gift-giving, your church anniversaries, your Outreach Ministries, etc. You can send a picture, if you’d like; also send  your 

Conference ,  the name of your church and your town.  Please send your short article   to Joyce Ohlson at karmagma@ gmail.com 

   How is our stay at home practices affecting your church/meeting/worship practices? Send me your stories or pictures. We are go-

ing to publish a few Bulletins  this summer, since we are not having our Annual Gathering.   So send me some information, please. 

StJames Lutheran Church, Fayetteville, NC started do a drive by parade for our congregation. It started out 
doing shout outs to our graduation students, and  then to our elderly and disabled and sick, and then since 
none of us were getting out it became the entire congregation.  Now some didn't want us to drive by and 
embarrass them in front of their neighbors, honking, shouting, waving signs but some of us really enjoyed 
it. So about twice a month, one of our ladies, puts together a route of 3 or 4 members that are fairly close 
together, maps it out for us, times it and leads us for about two hours. We start at the church and drop off 
when we say hello to the last home. The folks come out in the yard and wave back and all of us grinning like 
crazy. It is fun, it is togetherness without getting in each other's space and it is service. God's Work, Our 
Hands. Thanks be to God.  

Fall is in the air and doesn't it feel wonderful. 
The weather is cooling off and the leaves are starting to change. 
I'm always reminded of the song "Autumn Leaves" by Andy Williams. 
 
The following recipe was given to me by a dear friend at my church, Dot Smith. 
Dot  was a charter member of Redeemer Lutheran in Gastonia and was very instrumental in helping 
start 
the Lutheran Women's organization.  She served in many and varied positions in our women's group. 
She was a loving, caring, compassionate, dedicated servant of God. 
Dot was somewhat a colorful character at times. She passed away several years ago but 
I know she would be thrilled to have her colorful "Autumn Apple Salad" shared with her  
fellow sisters in Christ throughout the NCWELCA organization.  

Submitted by Marguerite Taylor,  Southwestern Conference 



Stewardship—Nena Babb, Marguerite Taylor and Debra Weinel 

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

Calendar 

October 2020-December 2020 

October 2020     Immigration Reform/Care 
 
November 2020       Veterans Affairs 
26…………………….Thanksgiving 
 
December 2020 Affordable Housing/Homelessness 
5……...   Zoom   Synodical Board Meeting   4 pm 

Offerings Report 

Here is a recap of offerings to date. 

We have received $9,886.83 in Regular Offerings as of Sept 22, 2020.  Compared to the same time last year, 
we are about $6,000 behind.  However, we are in good financial standing as all expenses have been cov-
ered.  We continue to contribute 60% of our Regular offerings to the Churchwide Organization.   

From February 1, 2020 to July 31, 2020, contributions for Regular offerings were $8,402.33, averaging $1400 
per month.  August was low at $357.50, with $1,127 coming in so far for September.  Offerings are always 
lower in the summer months as many units do not meet. 

We have collected $496.28 in Pennies offering for this fiscal year.  Remember that our recipient this year is 
Youth4Abolition.  Please keep collecting for this worthy cause, which teaches the youth to work to fight and 
end sex trafficking across our state and nation.  Remember, Pennies donations run through January 31, 
2021, so send them in as you can. 

$1,330.00 was collected for Samaritan’s Feet, our Spring Gathering Recipient.  Most offerings came from in-
dividual units, so I gave credit to the conference from which they came.  Offerings were received from Alex-
ander/Iredell, Blue Ridge, Cabarrus/Stanly, Catawba, Mecklenburg/Union, Northern, Rowan, Sandhills, 
Smoky Mountain, and Southwestern conferences. 

Thank you for all the offerings sent in.  And, thank you for the many ways you serve others in all you do.  Re-
member these words,  “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God 
is pleased.” – Hebrews 13:16 
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Date of Change……………………………………………………………………………….. 

Church Name/Town…………………………………………………………………………. 

Retiring Officer…………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Send all changes to Joyce Ohlson  
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