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The Bulletin is issued monthly, except  the summer months;  and is the major method of communication 

with the congregational units.  Receive it either by email or regular mail.  You automatically receive it if you 

are a unit president, a conference leader , a board member, or serve on a committee.   The deadline for arti-

cles to be entered into The Bulletin is the first of the month, for the next months issue. You are welcome to 

print as many copies as you’d like.  Anyone not currently receiving The Bulletin can be added to the list by 

contacting Joyce Ohlson, secretary,  at karmagma@gmail.com or calling 406-852-3649. 

From the Desk Of our President – June 2020 

June has now arrived and we still seem to be under a different life style due to 
the Cov-19 pandemic.  I do hope many of you have been journaling about how 
you celebrated the many changes so you can share with friends and future 
family members about those experiences.  Yes, we are getting slowly back to a 
so- called normal day, but just think how things have changed and even maybe our out-look 
on how we do things. Take time to reflect on the time you helped your children, family, 
neighbors, and even strangers.  Yes, we have worn many different hats during the last few 
months, but don’t forget we were doing God’s work in a new way maybe.  I hope each of us 
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saw it as a time to slow down and take a good look at how we were really spending our time 
before the virus changed our lives. 

Yes, as we begin to get our society moving and returning to some type of normal activities 
please send pictures and articles telling us how and what your Congregational Units did.  This 
is a new way of showing our actions to the whole North Carolina Women of the ELCA unit. 

During the month of June our focus will be on LGBT/Pride. The Justice Committee will be send-
ing information to all. 

Even though we were unable to hold Spring Conference meeting, we are still collecting money 
for the Samaritans Feet project and the Pennies Project-Youth4Abolition.  Please send these 
offerings to our Treasurer, Nena Babb. 

I know you have also heard our NC Gathering to be held at Lenoir Rhyne University on June 12-
14 has also been cancelled.  Yes, your conference was to provide a certain item that would be 
used in making the personnel health kits for LWR during  the event.  Please hold these items 
because the Board and I are working on a plan to make this happen.  The Triennial Gathering 
to be held in Phoenix, Arizona has been postponed until August 2021.  Ladies this give all of 
our NC women more time to save our money so more of us will be able to attend.  You may 
wonder who our delegates for the convention part will be.  Those elected at the 2018 NC 
Gathering will be our voice at the convention held the three days before the big Gathering.  I 
hope you will seriously consider attending this great event. 

Some of you may be wondering how our North Carolina WELCA will operate since our 2020 
Gathering was cancelled. Due to the fact that LRU was closed until the end of May and every-
thing is on line there, the Board voted to forego this year’s event due to the proclamations of 
our Governor.  The Churchwide WELCA officers and board members also recommended these 
actions and presented us with guidelines to follow.  Upon their request the following will be 
happening: all officers will remain in office until the 2021 Gathering at which time a new presi-
dent, treasurer, and four board members will be elected.  If for some reason a present mem-
ber of our elected officials cannot continue then the NC WELCA Officers and Board will appoint 
someone to that vacant office.  Those of you who agreed to be nominated for this year will be 
nominated for next year.  If any other lady wishes to add their name to the Nominating list, 
this will also be done. 

Yes ladies, this is a very unusual time for us but as my Grandparents, parents, Sunday School 
teachers, and Pastor used to tell me, “ God has a plan and we may not know what will happen 
next but He will always be with us to guide us  and He will never put to much on us. He will 
lead us and guide us in the way we should go”. So, ladies don’t lose faith and let’s keep doing 
His work with the North Carolina Women of the ELCA.  

Thank you for all your hard work and especially during this past few months. 

May you have Good Health, Love Joy, and Peace.,  Jane Cadwallader, President 
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Gathering Planning Committee—Joyce Ohlson, Linda Davis,  

Cindy Whisenant 
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Annual Gathering Activity 

           We know your conference was aware of what items to gather for our Personal Care Kits for Lu-

theran World Relief, and may or may not have had them ready to deliver at Lenoir-Rhyne in June. We 

would like you to bring  those items to the  2021 Women of the ELCA Gathering,  please. We know this 

is a bit of an inconvenience, but it’s the best answer we have at the moment.  Thank you for all your 

good  works.  

 

What’s Going On in North Carolina? 
     This is a new  section of our Bulletin.  Our readers are wanting to know more about you and your congregations. Everyone 

is welcome to participate.  Write a paragraph about what is going on  in  your church or church group. For example, a new pas-

tor, your gracious gift-giving, your church anniversaries, your Outreach Ministries, etc. You can send a picture, if you’d like; 

also send  your Conference ,  the name of your church and your town.  Please send your short article   to Joyce Ohlson at kar-

magma@ gmail.com 

   How is our stay at home practices affecting your church/meeting/worship practices? Send me your stories or pictures. We 

are going to publish a few Bulletins  this summer, since we are not having our Annual Gathering.   So send me some infor-

mation, please. 
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Justice  Committee—Anita Miller and Tonie Neal 

NC Legislature has Issues for the Week 

  In Tuesday’s May 19, 2020 Fayetteville Observer read the listed issues that the legislature will address as they return to 

work this week.  Yes the COVID-19 will bring more bills as there is still about $2 billion in federal funding to figure how to 

spend. But there are more issues still to  worry about. I am going to list them below and I would be grateful, if you see one or 

more that you feel a passion stirred, please address your feelings to your representative.  There are email addresses, on the 

individual web site for every elected official. They cannot read your mind. Tell them what and how you are thinking. You 

want to know how they are representing you. 

HB 1178 would restore extra pay for  teachers with Master’s degrees. 

SB 765 is a comprehensive education bill that included raising noncertified school employee pay and budget flexibility for 

local school districts for the rest of this school year. 

SB 771 would restore the states annual sales tax holiday for school supplies. 

SB 786 raises wages of tipped employees and includes several workplace harassment protections. 

HB 1085 and SB 740, which are matching bills, would provide hazard pay for mandatory states employees working during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  The hazard pay rate would be time and a half of he employees’ regular pay. 

HB 1140 would establish a Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights. 

SB 747 calls for a $15 minimum wage for non-certified school employees. 

SB 763 Pay Equity for Essential Employees would give income tax deductions for essential employees. 

HB 1122 would provide North Carolinians with affordable access to broadband, according to the bill.  Also providing internet 

access to students and teachers who do not have or cannot afford it. 

HB 1108, HB 1109, HB 1110 would clamp down on the production and disposal of PFAS chemicals and fund wide ranging 

studies into their health and environmental effects. 

SB 735 would fund a more limited study of GenX and public health, specifically  in SE NC. 

SB 744 would require companies responsible for pollution to pay for clean water for people who live nearby.  It would also 

ban electric companies form charging their customers for costs related to coal pollution. 

SB 775 would establish the NC Black Women and Girls Task Force. Its members would examine a variety of issues, including 

health and wealth disparities among black women and the impact of the criminal juvenile justice system on black women 

and girls.  Reports to the General Assembly would be required every 2 years. 

HB 1121 would spend $15,000 to update the General Assembly’s online bill tracking system and develop closed captioning 

for broadcasts an d recordings of sessions and committee meetings.  

HB 1111, if passed,  would ask voters to approve an amendment to the State Constitution regarding public access to govern-

ment related meetings and records. 

There are also dozens of bills floating around that would affect pollution protections, redistricting reform, on e to let voters 

during this fall’s elections on amending the State Constitution to remake the  redistricting less political.  You can also find 

those on the Congress of Representatives web sites.  

We know we make a difference.  Let your opinion be heard. 

Submitted, Tonie Neal , Justice WELCA 

Dawn Bumgartner Vaughan, Will Doran, Lucille Sherman Tribune New Service  

 



               
5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Dear Tonie, 

The last few months have been difficult. We hope you are well, and you continue to stay safe during this challeng-

ing time. 

As you can imagine, our RMHC Chapters, as well as the families they serve have been impacted in unprecedent-

ed ways. As many locations have had to adjust the way they are meeting the needs of families with sick children, 

they have also found new ways to address growing needs in each community. We have been inspired by the 

way our donors, partners and friends like you are stepping up to help with gifts of all sizes. 

For example, supporters of RMHC have partnered together to create meals for RMHC families. Culinary teams at 

Cargill, Golden State Foods and other McDonald’s Suppliers have generously donated to and prepared food for 

Ronald McDonald House programs in the U.S. since the pandemic hit. Their deliveries have met an urgent need 

and brightened the spirits of the families and children served by our Chapters. This group is preparing a recipe 

book for our House programs, in the hope that families will enjoy preparing meals together for years to come. 

Tonie, this outpouring of generosity makes me confident that we will get through this difficult time togeth-

er. I’m grateful for our caring Supplier partners, and I’m grateful for you, too. 

As we work through this pandemic together we will continue to be deeply grateful for your compassion and gener-

osity. We recently launched a Chapter Emergency Response Fund, and your gift today will help Chapters — and 

the families they support — get through this crisis and be prepared for whatever it may bring. 

Stay healthy, and keep your spirits high. Thank you for your kindness. 

Moving forward together, 

 

Sheila Musolino 

President & CEO 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 

http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=0-BYOguuMUzWyJeuyXKE8w
http://support.rmhc.org/site/R?i=0-BYOguuMUzWyJeuyXKE8w


Stewardship—Nena Babb, Marguerite Taylor and Debra Weinel 
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From the Treasurer of the NC Women of the ELCA… 

 

Thank you for sending in your Regular Offerings during this time.  Since most of the congregational units are 
probably not meeting, we have to be creative in our ways to continue to support the programs of the NC Women 
of the ELCA.  If you would like to send in a personal offering, please designate the church or project you want to 
receive credit and mail it to the address below. 

The cancellation of the spring gatherings across the state meant that regular offerings designated to Samaritan’s 
Feet and pennies offerings for Youth4Abolition are down.  Various churches and individuals have mailed in their 
contributions.  $990 has been collected as of May 20, 2020 for Samaritan’s Feet.  In comparison, $3,221 was col-
lected at last year’s spring gatherings for Days for Girls.  The board has extended the offering deadline for Sa-
maritan’s Feet until the end of July.  Please send your congregational unit’s gifts to this worthy ministry to the 
NC SWO Treasurer. 

 A total of $398.15 has been collected to date for the Pennies Project.  Remember that this project lasts for the 
entire fiscal year, which will end January 31, 2021.  Please continue to collect your change and (hopefully) bring it 
to the fall gathering! 

Regular offerings since February 1, 2019 have totaled $5,142.68.  In comparison, last year during the same peri-
od our regular offerings were $9,518.90.   

There are expenses that are ongoing, such as the copier lease, website renewal and monthly fee.  And, some ex-
penses, such as travel to board meetings and expenses related to the annual gathering that are above registra-
tion fees, have been omitted. Fortunately, we have funds to maintain current expenses.    

Please remember that 60% of your regular offerings are sent to the Churchwide Organization for missions, publi-
cations, and web resources.  We especially want to support Samaritan’s Feet for all the good they do.  Thank you 
for your gifts and prayers for these ministries.  

In Christ, 

Nena Babb 

Nena Babb 

Treasurer, NC Women of the ELCA 

6130 Heavner Road 

Vale, NC  28168 
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THE PATTERSON MEMORIAL FUND 
 
Over seventy years ago, the six children of Ibsen and Maria Lou Patterson of Albemarle estab-
lished The Patterson Memorial Fund in loving memory of their parents and stated that the income 
from the fund be administered by the Women's Missionary Society of North Carolina (now Wom-
en of the ELCA). 

The majority of the funds should be given to Lenoir-Rhyne students and to Seminarians, and oth-
er grants could be given to qualifying students attending other church or state schools. 

The Guidelines for the scholarship are listed below: 

 
Guidelines for Applicants: 
1. Is a member of a North Carolina Synod, ELCA, congregation. 
2. Plans to attend (or is attending) an accredited four-year college in pursuit of a bachelor's de-
gree. 
3. Plans to attend (or is attending) one of the accredited seminaries.  Assistance is available for 
three of the four seminary years; assistance is not available during the intern year. 
4. Shows evidence of financial need. 
 
Applicants for Patterson Memorial Fund Grants should complete this application and send it to:   
 
Jean Beaver, P. O. Box 147, Conover, NC, 28613.  
 
THE APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETED IN ITS ENTIRETY AND ALL PARTS RE-
CEIVED PRIOR TO JUNE 25 TO BE CONSIDERED FOR POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE 
DURING THE FOLLOWING SCHOOL YEAR. 
 
The application tells of the applicant's career goals.  It asks that they list other household family 
members also enrolled in college or graduate school, and to explain special or unusual circum-
stances of which the committee should be aware.  Applicants should provide two letters of recom-
mendation, academic transcript and, if a college or seminary student, their institution's Financial 
Aid Letter, identifying loads, grants and any other student assistance for which they expect to re-
ceive.  Of course, they must list their expenses and resources. 
 
All who apply must have everything asked for on their application and sent by the deadline, 
JUNE 25, 2020 . 
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Lessons I Am Learning 

 
During this Coronavirus pandemic, life is slowing down, either because of government restrictions on travel or be-
cause of elective self-isolation.  While I am self-distancing in my home, I am trying to make a conscious effort to 
make my time count.  Rather than whiling away hours with mindless television programs or social media, I want to 
accomplish something.  I think this all began when I read my daily devotional on Wednesday, March 25, 2020. The 
topic was the Annunciation of Our Lord, and this verse from Luke was quoted: “Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant 
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your Word.’” (v. 38) After reading that verse, I realized that I, Susan, am a 
servant of the Lord too. 

As much as I would have rather kept going about my life as I had been, I understand that with the Coronavirus pan-
demic that has overtaken the world, life is changing.  For almost two weeks I had already been “self-distancing” 
myself as much as possible, with only a few trips out of the house to run errands (bank, pharmacy, grocery shop-
ping); but now, I limit my travel to “essential” only. 

Early on I began trying to document, in photographs, what I am doing each day and what I am I learning about life 
and about myself.  

I am enjoying nature around me.  Looking at my photographs, I see the picture of the mountains through the still 
leafless trees.  There is a photo of a flowerpot beside my garage that is overflowing with blooming pansies and the 
chrysanthemums that are flourishing without any attention from me. There is a picture of a tiny box turtle I found 
crawling in my herb garden as I was pulling weeds and the beautiful wild violets.  By slowing down and paying at-
tention, I noticed in just four short days, my “Easter egg” tree in front of my house is displaying new leaves. Would I 
have noticed that otherwise?  

I am slowing down - sitting by the fire, admiring the view, listening to the birds, reading a book. Would I have taken 
this much time for myself otherwise? 

I am cooking – chicken pot pie, hamburger sliders, shepherd’s pie, waffles, cake, steak and a pound cake for my 
birthday, sandwiches, pork chops, and barbecue chicken – all in a week.   How many times would we have gone to 
a restaurant otherwise?   

I am being creative – I’ve made pottery to be fired in the kiln.  I cranked up my old sewing machine – making pillow 
covers for my sofa, piecing a lap quilt together, sewing a face mask for my husband and my children and grandchil-
dren - all these things made from fabric I had stored in my hobby room.  

I am doing things that have been on my “to do” list for a long time – cleaning off my desk, cleaning and reorganiz-
ing my refrigerator.    

Easter has come and gone.  It was not the traditional Easter I’ve always known; but I saw Easter in the eggs I hung 
on my tree, in the wreath on my door, and the Easter village and the bunny and chick on my table.  My family was 
not able to gather around my table and share a meal; nor were we all able to worship at an early morning sunrise 
service.   

I am learning to use electronic media more so I will not be so isolated.  I participated in the Synod Council meeting 
via Zoom and I now worship online every Sunday.  I even set up my own Zoom meeting so I could “visit” with my 
grown children and their families, one an hour and a half from me and the other in Germany.   Out of necessity, I 
began communicating with my church family, my local congregation, with a newsletter to share information and up-
dates.  

I am learning a new way to shop.  Sure, I had ordered items online before but I had never routinely ordered grocer-
ies online.  Now, that may be a new routine for me.  It is actually pretty easy and much more convenient.  And I 
have found just about anything I want, or need, can be delivered to my door. 

Worship has changed drastically.  Rather than worshiping in community with my local congregation, I am worship-
ing online with a different community.  Our Synod staff began offering online worship and continue to do so every 
Sunday morning.  Would I prefer to be worshiping with my congregation in person?  No doubt about it; but for the 
interim, I am content to participate electronically.  Will I go back to my congregation as soon as the restrictions are 
lifted and it is safe to do so?  Definitely!  There are some things that cannot be replaced and worshiping together is 
one of those things.   

 
 
 



9 

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

Calendar 

June 2020 – September 2020 

 

 

June 2020 LGBTQ/Pride 

20 World Refugee Day 

21 Father’s Day 

25 Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due 

31 Committee Evaluations Due 

 

 

July 2020 Voter Privilege 
4 Independence Day Holiday 

24-26 SWO Board Retreat – TBD 

 

August 2020 

TBA Committee Day I – TBD 

 

September 2020 
25-27 Fall retreat  

 

 

One of the most important lessons I am learning is PATIENCE.  As much as I would like to have things 
back to normal, or back to the way they were, I have learned that I must be patient.  It is not about how 
fast things can be done, but rather, it is about how well things can be done.  It is not about my time but it 
is about God’s time.  God answers prayers… in God’s own way and in God’s own time.   

I know our circumstances and situation may be similar; but there may be differences in what you are 
doing and how you are doing it.  What are you learning during the pandemic?   

 

Susan Harris, Gathering Planning Committee 
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