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From the Desk of our President—February 2019
I bring you greeting this month- February the shortest month of the year. This month
may be short in number of days but not in actions and activities.
This month is BLACK HISTORY MONTH. A time for us to reflect on the past and the
many contributions and contributors who have shaped our Black History. Can you
name some and remember how these changes came about? Maybe we should take some time to research these actions so we can remember our history.
I hope you have all registered for the February 16th One Day Retreat (snow date Feb.23). The theme
this year is ”Love as God Loves: Unconditionally”.
Bold Women are a part of our history. This year we celebrate Bold Women’s Sunday on February 24th.

If you need ideas - go to “Celebrating Bold Women’s Day” at womenoftheelca.org/boldwomens-day . There you can find ideas, certificates to be given to the Bold Women in your
congregations, and also a special Litany for the day. Let’s celebrate these Bold Women.
Plan now to attend the Spring Retreat at Kure Beach on March 8-10. The program will be
“I Am She” led by Heidi Gibson and Carolyn Miller.
February is also known for the cold, windy, and sometimes snowy weather. Take a little
time this month to bundle up as we did as kids and go for a short walk or play in the snow.
Build a snowman or throw a snowball or more. Remember we as Women of the ELCA are
striving to bring up healthy children and women. Take time to sit with family and friends
and have a cup of coffee, tea, or hot chocolate and enjoy the beauty around you.
Last but never least, remember this month is known for LOVE. A time to renew friendships, send cards, do actions of caring for spouses, family members, neighbors, friends,
and those less fortunate. Yes, there is trouble in our world both spiritually and materially.
Don’t let this doom and gloom of bad news destroy your good outlook. Smile and others
will see your smile and hopefully pass it on. Take some time out of every day in the privacy
of your home to become a kid again. Jump, skip, or any form of simple activity. Let it lift
your spirits and heart. SMILE as much as possible. Little things can change our actions
and our well being.

May Love, Joy, and Peace be with you.
Jane Cadwallader

NC Women of the ELCA President

.
.
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Gathering Planning Committee—Joyce Ohlson, Linda Davis,
Cindy Whisenant

Your Gathering Planning Committee is continuing to work
hard for you to prepare the program for the Women of the
ELCA Annual Gathering on June 21-23 , 2019 at Lenoir
Rhyne University in Hickory, NC. More information and
the registration forms will be in the March Bulletin.

RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGH FAITH
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law
and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ[a] for all who believe.
For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement[b] by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the
one who has faith in Jesus.
Romans 3: 21-26
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Justice Committee—Anita Miller and Tonie Neal

Recreational Items & School Supplies
Arts and crafts supplies
16x20 canvases
Acrylic paints, watercolors, paintbrushes
Drawing paper
Children’s books
DVDs and CDs
Board games and computer games

Book bags and pencil bags
Spiral notebooks and notebook paper
Markers and colored pencils
Pencils and pencil sharpeners
Rulers
Safety scissors
Erasers

New Household Items
Shower curtains
Bath towels and washcloths
Bathroom and kitchen trash cans
Kitchen towels and dishcloths
Potholders

Cleaning Supplies
Brooms and dust pans
Dish soap
Dishwasher detergent
Laundry detergent
Glass cleaners
All purpose cleaners
Toilet bowl cleaners
Pledge or similar for dusting
Paper towels
Trash bags

Pots, pans, and cooking utensils
New bed pillows
Blankets or quilts
Twin and full sheet sets
New or gently used rolling suitcases

Toiletries
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Dental floss
Shampoo
Hairbrushes and combs
Shaving supplies
Deodorant and bar soap
Liquid hand soap
Hand lotion
Toilet paper
Feminine hygiene products

Thank you for your support of LSC child and family services. Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated. If you prefer to make a cash donation in lieu of or in addition to an in-kind gift,
please make checks payable to Lutheran Services Carolinas and write child and family services
in the memo field.
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For more information, contact Kristen Kitchen at (704) 754-8229 or
kkitchen@LSCarolinas.net.
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LSC Article

Lutheran Services Carolinas is grateful for the continued generosity of the North Carolina Women of the ELCA. At
the annual gathering in 2018, close to $4,000 was collected in monetary donations and in-kind gifts for LSC’s
child and family services. These generous gifts enable LSC to provide the daily essentials that help adults and
children live life abundantly.

Every day, LSC is called upon to help people in need – from finding a safe home environment for a child or
young adult with special needs to helping hundreds through disaster response services. And while the size and
scope of the need may vary, child and family services reaches out and embraces those who, in some cases, have
nowhere else to turn.

The LSC child and family services collection list includes items that are needed for the LSC ministry in 2019. Start
fundraising and/or collecting your in-kind items and encourage others in your congregation to be involved. All donations can be brought to the NC Women of the ELCA’s Annual Gathering at Lenoir-Rhyne University on June 21-23,
2019.

Thank you for supporting LSC and the people served across North Carolina. To learn more about this ministry, visit
LSCarolinas.net or contact Kristen Kitchen at kkitchen@LSCarolinas.net.

World Day Of Prayer
On March 1 over 170 countries will join together in prayer, calling for peace and justice for all throughout the
world.
World Day of Prayer 2019 was written by the women of Slovenia, one of the smallest countries in the world.
The focus of the Service is based on Jesus’ parable of the Great Dinner (Luke 14: 15-21) with the theme “Come—
Everything is Ready”.
After those who were invited excused themselves, people were called off the streets. There is still room at
the table. How would you invite others and make them feel welcome at your feast?
On this day we will hear stories of the political and economic turmoil the people of Slovenia faced when the
country was a Soviet Communist state to today. As we listen we ask for forgiveness for being silent, for turning
our backs on the injustices of the world. We pray that God will open our hearts to compassion and understanding for the plight of all people.
Welcoming God, you have a table for all of us. Inspire us to open our hearts, our churches, our homes to offer
a place for those not yet at the table, enable us to set the table and fill our communities with hope, love and joy.
Submitted by Gail Welch, Justice
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Discipleship Committee — Lisa Philbeck and Alecia Harrison

God is Love
It is Thanksgiving as I am thinking about what I am going to write. I have friends who live in South Carolina who have a Micro-Brewery which is used for family fun. There are games for the children while adults gather for food, drinks and chatter
with their friends. The brothers who opened the brewery just a short time ago have amazed me how they use it to spread
love in so many ways. They have fund raisers for those in need in their community and beyond. This year my heart was
touched when they had their family Thanksgiving meal at the Brewery’s large gathering place. Well, when there were other
people who had no family and no place to gather, the Boyd’s opened their hearts and doors. A joyful, Love filled room!!!!
This brings me to my main topic for this month of February when we celebrate Love. Can you think of specific ways Love
was and is shown to you by someone you did not know? There are so many in my life I cannot begin to write about. But, I
would like to mention just a few. Most of you know that after the death of my Mother when I was only 10 years old, my
younger sister, brothers and I lost our Father 15 months later when he was killed in a sawmill accident. I can honestly say
we felt lost and deserted because we were separated and lived with different families. One day, God sent a special angel into
my home. He told us about a special orphanage which would take us all to live together, eat together, ride the school bus
together, etc. And there were many of God’s angels who showed us so much love by teaching us how to live lives that were
pleasing to Him. We saw God’s Love through them in so many ways. I still thank God in my prayers for the many people
who loved me when I was a lost child.
We need to see and understand “God’s Love is over all”. Proverbs 10:12 says “Hatred stirreth up strife. But love covereth all
sins”. “God’s love” is the roof over the Christian! When I was a little girl I learned and believed that Jesus gave this truth to
us in many ways while He was upon the earth. There are many stories in the Bible that teach us love. In the parable of the
prodigal son, a father’s love for his wayward son is shown. His joy at the repentance and return of the son is told. This is a
picture of the heavenly Father’s love for His children. God sent His Son Jesus to the world because of love. “God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believed him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16).
How shall we sum up the teaching of Christian Love? Someone has said, “The badge of a loving heart is a life full of loving
acts and service.”
I remember this prayer from a Women of ELCA program: “Lord, You have given me a cell wherein to dwell, A little home
whose humble roof is weatherproof.” For Your protecting love and Your goodness we give You thanks, as we join in thanksgiving unto You. In Jesus’ name. Amen
Think of the hymns we have sung together: “ Love Lifted Me” ,” More Love to Thee”, “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go”, “I
Love Him Because He First Loved Me”. “Why should He love me so?”
Prayer: We come this day, our Father, praising You for the great love that caused You to send Your only begotten Son into
this world to save all who would believe on Him. We pray that our hearts will always be touched by this great love and that
we ever shall strive to merit it. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
GOD IS LOVE!!
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Katie’s Fund
Katharina von Bora Luther was a practical and bold woman of faith. Through Katie’s Fund, Women of the ELCA honors her life by supporting global connections, leadership development and living theology. Will you help continue
Katie’s legacy at welca.org/katiesfund
Inspired by our history, we build a promising future.
Women of the ELCA established the Katie’s Fund Endowment in 1997 to honor the legacy of Katharina von Bora Luther, raise up bold leaders for the women’s organization and support bold and creative ministry for generations to
come. Katie’s Fund supports ministry in three areas: leadership development, global connections and living theology.
Katie’s Fund supports ministry
Your gifts develop leaders, bridge cultures and nurture faith. Your gifts to Katie’s Fund, whether to the endowment or
to the current fund, ensure the organization’s continued commitment to community, growth and action. The income
earned by the Katie’s Fund Endowment, along with Katie’s Fund Current, supports ministry in three key areas.
Leadership Development: providing opportunities for current and future leaders to participate in and further the mission of Women of the ELCA.
Global Connections: building global partnerships that increase multicultural awareness and promote service.
Living Theology: nurturing faith through Bible studies, worship experiences and educational theological forums.
These three areas are central to the life of Women of the ELCA. They represent ministries that prepare, nurture and
sustain participants as they further the mission of Women of the ELCA: mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith
in Jesus Christ.
Give today Online at welca.org/katiesfund By mail Women of the ELCA ELCA Gift Processing Center P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield VA 22116-8009 Please make your check out to Katie’s Fund Current or Katie’s Fund Endowment

WHY NOT?
Use Your Voice
Stand Up For Justice
Make Change Happen
When confronted with a decision, we oftentimes ask ourselves the question “Why?” What with our
busy schedules these days, we spend time trying to justify our answer before committing to something that will take something from us, be it our time, talents or money to name a few. But can you
just imagine if God asked the same question – “Why?” – when considering the daily petitions we offer to Him in prayer?
With our new theme, we’re bold enough to suggest that you’re asking the wrong question. If you
change the question to “Why Not?” the conversation and subsequent answer is bound to be far different. Our theme “Why Not?” challenges you to contemplate what you can do, and the infinite ways in
which you can find a way to answer God’s call, whatever it may be.
Instead of looking away when you see an injustice or a need that needs filling, look for ways to right
the wrong or step in and take action. Look around and you’ll see countless ways to be inspired to be
God’s hands. Look up to the heavens and you will find all the inspiration you need to fulfill any calling put in your path.
Our theme dares you to make change happen by using your voice. It dares you to make change happen by taking a stand for Justice. NC Women of the ELCA dares you to find your passion and accomplish great things by asking yourself a simple question – “Why Not?”
Lorri Monterose—Co-Chair Conference Leaders Committee

What’s Going On in North Carolina?
This is a new section of our Bulletin. Our readers are wanting to know more about you and
your congregations. Everyone is welcome to participate. Write a paragraph about what is going
on in your church or church group. For example, a new pastor, your gracious gift-giving, your
church anniversaries, your Outreach Ministries, etc. You can send a picture, if you’d like; also
send your Conference, the name of your church and your town. Please send your short article
to Joyce Ohlson at karmagma@gmail.com

8

WOW!

If you are reading this in the February issue of The Bulletin of the NC Women of the ELCA, then I know you are familiar with it and hope you read it on a
regular basis, like so many other women here in North Carolina, and other places for that matter. As the past president of the NC Women of the ELCA (SWO), I included one or more articles each month for this publication. Since my official “retirement” last June, I have taken a
hiatus from writing articles; but I felt I had to write something in response to an article published in the January edition.

This is not written to criticize anyone but rather it is an endorsement of how generous the NC
Women of the ELCA are in response to various needs in and around our synod. When there
is a need, our Synodical Women’s Organization comes through and delivers!
And speaking of delivering, a short note in the January Bulletin from the Stewardship committee acknowledged the generosity of the NC Women in contributing to the fund for delivering
the Lutheran World Relief (LWR) kits and quilts. I must agree that the women have gone
above and beyond what it costs to pay for the shipping costs, and I say kudos to you. I can
somewhat understand their request for you not to send money to that fund for at least one
year; but what surprised me about that and made me say “WOW!” was the missed opportunity
for that committee to say “thank you” BUT why don’t you direct the money you would normally
send for LWR shipping to another fund for the next year.
Obviously, you could direct those funds to the regular offering of the NC Women of the ELCA ;
but there are also funds for scholarships of the NC Women of the ELCA, including the Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary scholarship, and there are needs as mentioned in the December issue of The Bulletin in the Lumberton area with flood recovery assistance. Of course,
there are funds administered by the Churchwide Women of the ELCA, such as Katie’s Fund or
Thankofferings, that might be an option for you to continue giving at the same rate. If you
need suggestions for places to direct the funds you would normally send for LWR shipping,
please look at the website (www.ncwelca.org) or ask one of the Stewardship committee members or your treasurer, Nena Babb, for more suggestions or information.
It is never the intent to curtail your generosity so please consider redirecting the offering you
would normally give for shipping to another fund, instead of retaining that money for the next
year.

Submitted by Susan P. Harris, Past SWO President
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Calendar February 2019-September 2019

February 2019 Black History Month
16
One Day Retreat
23
One Day Retreat (Snow Day)
24
Bold Women’s Sunday
23-24 Conference of Presidents, Chicago
March 2019 National Women’s History Month
1
World Day of Prayer
6
Ash Wednesday
8-10 Kure Beach Spring Retreat
22-23 SWO Board Retreat High Rock Lake
April 2019 Autism Awareness Month
21
Easter

May 2019 National Military Appreciation Month
12
Mothers Day
June 2019 National Safety Month
16
Father’s Day
21-23 Annual Gathering—Lenoir Rhyne University, Hickory NC
July 2019
August 2019
17
Committee Day 1—St Marks, Mooresville
September 2019
27-29 Fall Retreat
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