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President's Message
By Susan P. Harris, NC Synodical Women's Organization (NC SWO)President

I was recently having a conversation with a friend of mine and we were
commenting on the many things we needed to accomplish in a relatively short
period of time. As we compared all the tasks she had to do and I had to do, I told
her, “We will get everything done in due time,” and I was confident we would; but
that statement brought to mind the passage from Ecclesiastes 3, “For everything
there is a season…a time to be born, and a time to die…a time to weep, and a time
to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance”….
During the past year, I have been blessed by the birth of a new grandson; but on
the converse, my sister unexpectedly died. I have mourned for her and wept many tears since that day. I have
also laughed and smiled about the good things that have occurred in my life, especially when I visited that new
grandson and when I watched my six-year-old granddaughter, as she danced at her recital last spring. I have
personally experienced “for everything there is a season.”
I know many of you have had sad events occur as well as experienced happy moments in your lives this year.
There have been babies born but loved ones have died. There has been sickness and death; but there have been
successful surgeries. There has been laughing and crying; and for those gardeners in our midst, there has been a
season of planting followed by a season of gathering.
We have moved from the hot, sultry summer days to the cool fall mornings and soon we will be in the midst of
the cold winter months. The green canopy of the trees are changing to the colorful array of brown, gold and red
leaves, which will give way to the stark naked branches of winter. The beautiful fall foliage presented a

backdrop for the recent bi-annual NC SWO Fall Retreat held in Blowing Rock. During the weekend, the
attendees explored how we are each treasured and transformed in Christ. Just as nature transforms around us
from season to season, we too change over time.
There is always change; nothing in our lives stays the same. During the
seasons of our lives, we
experience happiness and sadness, birth and death, planting and
harvesting, war and peace. This is the time of year, following the harvest
season, when we gather with family and friends around our
Thanksgiving tables and remember all our blessings. With Thanksgiving,
comes an opportunity to show our appreciation by participating in a
Thankoffering service. According to the Women of the ELCA website,
“For more than 100 years, Lutheran women have given thanks to God
and dollars to mission through Thankofferings.” Our “Thankofferings
show gratitude for God’s blessings and give us an important and tangible
way to express that gratitude.”
The following excerpt from the Thankoffering service available on the
Women of the ELCA website explains the importance of our
Thankofferings. “When you give to Thankofferings, your dollars support
Women of the ELCA ministries that reach thousands of communities. Thankofferings provide for justice
programs like Today’s Dream-Tomorrow’s Reality, a network of racial justice advocates and educators who
serve throughout the church. Thankofferings support advocacy for the health and safety of women and children.
Your Thankofferings support a publishing ministry that reaches more than 70,000 women through Gather
magazine and Bible Study, and free program resources that bring Lutheran theology to topics ranging from
women’s health and prayer to stewardship and human trafficking. Thankofferings also support extensive
outreach to women of every generation through Bold Café, the free online magazine that features young adult
writers in the church, and “Daily Grace,” a free daily devotional for smart phones and email.”
Soon another year will be coming to an end and a new year will begin. None of us know what that new year,
2015, will hold in store for us, hopefully more good things than bad, more dancing than mourning. No matter
what, my prayer is that you will be blessed and be a blessing to others.

Our Stories Can Be Gifts of Great Value
By Sue Misenheimer

It is important to read stories to children, but stories that are read are no
substitute for ones that are told, which can be tailored to you and your child’s
specific life situations.
My six year old great niece spent several nights with me a few months ago. Of
course, she wanted to sleep with me because I tell her stories as she falls
asleep. One of the stories was about her life and she realized it after five
minutes into the story and asked “Aunt Sue, is that little girl me?” I always try
to make the story include a lesson of some description: how to be tolerant of
your little brother’s behavior, share with your friends, listen to your mother’s
advice, etc. Thinking of this made me remember lessons taught to me as a

Sue Misenheimer

young girl.
I think that many of the readers of this article will remember that I grew up at Nazareth Orphanage. My mother
died from cancer when I was 10 years old and 15 months later my father was killed in a freak sawmill accident.
(That is another story.) While at the orphanage, there were many situations that taught me lessons that will
never be forgotten; funny ones, tough ones, scary ones!
On a weekend where my duty was to help make 12 pecan pies, I suggested to the dietician, Mr. Adams, that I
would make all the pies if he would crack and pick out the nuts. “OK, that sounds good” was his response. The
Saturday came and the nuts were ready. But…..I had to clean all the little shell pieces from the gallon of nuts. I
put the little pieces into a brown paper bag and acting like a “smart” girl, I sarcastically said, “Mr. Adams, here
is what I found in the nuts.” He looked into the bag and said nothing. On Monday morning I helped clean the
kitchen, went upstairs to get ready for school, and soon heard a deep booming voice yell, “Sue Ritchie, come
down here.” I still remember the feeling I had when I heard him call me. Fright mostly. When I reached the
bottom of the stairs, he quietly asked, “Did you sweep the kitchen?” My softly spoken answer was, “Yes.” He
said nothing else, but handed me a brown paper bag with dirt from the kitchen floor that I obviously had missed.
This story reminds me of gifting and receiving in a different way than we usually think. Although the episode
made me realize that if you could not perform your actions, duties, etc. perfectly, then don’t criticize others. It
also made me realize and KNOW that God sends gifts into our lives to teach His ways and hopefully pass them
on to others. The blessings we receive every day without noticing until something happens to make us notice
are ones that we should really be thankful for. Receiving and accepting gifts graciously is not always easy
especially if the gift is not expected.
Think of the gifts you have received and give thanks!
Think of Proverbs 3:27 (NAS)
“Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is your power to do it”
Prayer: Great and giving God, show me how I can give simply and meaningfully. Teach me to receive your
many blessings. Thank You that the true underpinnings of our lives are rewoven and held by Your almighty
hand. Amen.

Out of Baghdad
Former LSC case manager and her family find a better life
in North Carolina.
By Katie Scarvey, Lutheran Services Carolinas

The daughter of an Iraqi diplomat, Zainab Alnomani was working
for the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2009 when the situation
in Baghdad became dangerous. Although Zainab prefers not to talk
about the politically sensitive details, she will say that she could no
longer handle the instability of her life there.

“I felt unsafe,” said Zainab, who was expecting a child. She and her husband, Samer, wanted a better life for
their son. Zainab and Samer applied to settle in the United States and were accepted right away, but they had to
take refuge in Jordan for two years before they could come to the U.S.
After arriving as refugees with their young son, Faisal, Zainab and Samer received resettlement services from
Church World Service, which later became Zainab’s employer. In 2013 she took a job with Lutheran Services
Carolinas (LSC) Refugee Resettlement Services in Raleigh.
While Samer had a good job with a telecommunications company, his job kept him on the road, and he missed
his family. Zainab sent an email inquiring about internships to LSC IT professional Mary Lince. With no
internship opportunities at LSC, Lince forwarded Samer’s resume to an LSC business connection, who hired
him right away.
While happy to get her husband off the road, Zainab hated to leave her LSC job. “I’ve had a great time here.
People have been friendly and supportive.” She is grateful that people have been so welcoming. “We feel close
to Americans,” she says. “I can’t imagine being anywhere else.”

Looking for a Few Good Women
By Karin O’Donnell, Leadership Committee

Are you young at heart? Do you envision a legacy of young
women trained and prepared to lead the Women of the ELCA into
a brave new future, doing amazing things for our Lord? Can you
make a phone call, listen to and organize ideas, and laugh a lot
with our joyous girls and young women?
The NC Women of the ELCA is looking for a few good women with these qualities. Actually we would like at
least one in every conference. Your NC SWO Leadership Committee envisions this person as the liaison to our
young women and youth in her conference. The committee will define the volunteer position's goals, but one
would include developing active participants to local gatherings, retreats, and the State Gathering from these
groups. Perhaps they even could accompany them to some of these events.
Perhaps you know someone who would be perfect for this position. That someone may be you or someone else
who resonates with our younger church attendees. Please talk about this among yourselves at your conference
gathering and see if one or more persons would agree to be designated as a liaison. Then the Leadership
Committee will contact these persons and begin the work of this new endeavor to develop more programs and
participants among and for these younger age groups.
We all have that spirit of youth within us. So let it out with joy! We promise this will be a rewarding and
enjoyable experience and that we will not seek to overburden any volunteer. Our goal will be for a mutual
enrichment as we work and grow together.

If you are interested or have a name of someone, please contact me. Your Leadership Committee needs your
help to build a Legacy.
Karin O’Donnell
919-580-0007 (H), 919-920-4498 (c)
Karin.odo63@gmail.com

Gathering Planning Committee Update
The Gathering Planning Committee is hard at work trying to get
everything ready for the 2015
NC SWO Gathering. As some of you may have heard through the
grapevine, there are a few hurdles we must clear.
In the spring/summer of 2015 Lenoir-Rhyne University may be
undergoing a cafeteria/dining hall renovation. Because of this
unknown, the committee has been busy looking into many
alternative locations, as well as securing chaplains, CWO
representative, keynote speakers, musicians, working on awareness
sessions, and planning entertainment. We hope you will plan now to
attend this 2015 Gathering and be a part of something that will be
exciting, informative, and maybe even different.
Jane Cadwallader and Patti Lovell

Maybe even held in a different location??? We, as a committee, have accepted this challenge and hope you will
be at the Gathering!!!!!!!! See you there!!!!!!!!!
Patti Lovell and Jane Cadwallader
Gathering Planning Co-chairs

Just Get a Job!
By Stephanie Oxford, Mission: Growth

“Just get a job!” - I’ve heard that said so many times when a homeless person comes into view, apologetically
shuffling his feet on the sidewalk or resting quietly on a stoop. Unfortunately, having a higher income and being
able to afford housing isn’t truly the answer to solving the homelessness problem, it just isn’t that simple.
There are many types of homelessness. The individuals that our society are most familiar with are those
experiencing chronic or long-term homelessness due to mental illness or addiction. For them, the answer isn’t as
easy as “just get a job” because their homelessness is not entirely an issue of affordability. It’s that they don’t
have the life skills necessary to manage a household. Their existence is the culmination of years, if not decades,
of inadequate mental health care or drug and alcohol dependency assistance. They mostly choose to live

outdoors because mental disorders have left them unable to function in a structured shelter with rules.
Symptoms such as paranoia, obsessive compulsive behavior, and anxiety make group living almost impossible.
People experiencing chronic homelessness also may times do not have the capacity to abide by drugs and
alcohol restrictions. For these individuals, homelessness has become a inevitable way of life.
In addition to the highly visible, chronically homeless population, there is a growing number of short-term, or
temporarily displaced, homeless individuals and families. Statistics vary widely depending on the source,
geographical location, and season, but there is no question that more and more people who never anticipated
being on the streets are becoming homeless at an alarming rate. For these individuals “just get a job” is still not
the long-term answer to stable housing. Certainly the lack of employment and the global economic crisis are
large contributing factors. However, there are many other significant reasons that some people have difficulty
finding housing. One reason is the lack of affordable housing. In the past several years new construction has
declined tremendously making it difficult for many to find adequate housing. Also, many Americans went years
without medical insurance that led to chronic
diseases or illnesses that became financial hardships
and consumed a high percentage of income. Difficult
choices put families in the position to either paying
for medical care and prescriptions, or paying rent.
Many of today’s displaced citizens, previously your
own neighbors with college degrees and long term
work history, are finding they are unable to provide
housing for themselves or their families. There are so
many different types of individuals who are
homeless because of a myriad of different
circumstances. That is why there isn’t one answer to
solve this blight on our fellow sisters and brothers in
Christ.
In Philippians 4:19 it is written “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus.” How does God provide every need for all of us? Through our hands. We all have different talents
and skills, but helping where we can, does make a difference. Whether you volunteer in your community at
your public health clinic or food bank, help build affordable housing, or help tutor those seeking their GED - it
takes all of us sharing our gifts that God has given us to be a servant to those in need. By working together we
can help eliminate poverty, illiteracy, and other issues that fuel the rising homelessness numbers.
The greatest commandment is to love one another, and there is no better way to show love than to serve others.
“Precious Lord, thank you for what you have provided me and help me to be a better servant of the gifts you
have given me to be a blessing to others. Amen”

2014 World Community Day
By Gail Welch, Mission: Community

World Community Day is an annual celebration on the first Friday in November
prepared by Church Women United. Their programs usually deal with issues of
justice and peace. This year’s program is a real departure from the norm. The
theme is “Through God Our Hands Can Heal.”
The program encourages us to be the Body of Christ whether in our families, our communities, or even
throughout the world. If we were asked about healing in the Bible, most of us would probably refer to the New
Testament and Jesus’ ministry. Luke, who was a physician, often wrote of the miraculous power of healing
witnessed by him and the other disciples. But references to healing are noted all through the Bible. For
example, in Exodus 15:26 we read, “I am the Lord who heals you.” Or from Isaiah 53:4, “He Himself took our
infirmities and bore our sickness.”
The Scripture for this celebration comes from Luke 13:10-17. It tells the story of a woman who had been bent
over for 18 years, never able to stand upright. Although it was in the synagogue and on a Sabbath, Jesus healed
her and immediately she stood up straight.
But, is there real healing today? We sometimes hear of people traveling thousands of miles to some special
spring or statue hoping for a miracle cure. Faith-healing ministries get a bad rap because the healing seems
staged or it appears to be done for profit or for show. But, there are also Christians who are led by the Holy
Spirit to use that precious gift God gave them to make a difference.
My church sometimes has a special healing service and sometimes it is part of the regular service where the
pastor or a Stephen Minister anoints the person with oil and prays for God to heal him or her. But, real healing
begins with us It begins with faith, centering our attention on God and truly believing in God’s Word. Then,
through true repentance, we ask for God’s forgiveness. Finally, we must trust God with the results, whatever
that may be.
A number of years ago, the ladies in my Circle were praying diligently for one of our members who had cancer.
Months later at our meeting after she had passed away, we were really sad. I will never forget when one lady
said, “Well, you know death is a healer. She is no longer in pain, and she is experiencing all the promises that
God made to her in her baptism."
"She is at peace!” What a powerful statement! If you live in the Hickory area, you can attend World
Community Day on Friday, November 7 at 7:00PM at Greater Shekinah Glory Church in Mountain View. The
Rev. Dr. Kathy Johnson, pastor of this faith-healing ministry, will be the speaker.
For information about a WCD service in your area, you can contact Brenda Willis at
politicalsciencemajor@gmail.com.
If you are in need of words from God to help strengthen you for a difficult road you may be traveling, you can
go to the website, “100 Things God Said About Healing.” These were compiled by Dr. David Emigh.

Writing a “Choose-Your-Own-Adventure” Book
I have been thinking (scary, huh?) about how life is sort of like a "choose-your-ownadventure" book.
Depending on our faith and the choices that we make, we could take so many
different paths. I believe that God is part of every decision that we make, not that all
of them make Him happy.
I know that God is there when the choices that we make are good and faithful. I believe that God is there, too,
when we make bad decisions since we are human and have free choice. I know that God is there to help us pick
up the pieces of the messes we make. He loves us; it is that simple.
So, back to that "choose-your-own-adventure" idea...we might mess up and not be a good and faithful servant
all the time, though that is certainly a goal to aim for. Our stories - and we are each "writing " one - have the
same ending: the blessing of God's grace.
By Patti Lovell, NC SWO Board Member

World AIDS Day
By Ruby Anthony, Mission: Community

Do you know of a friend or a family member that has
unprotected sex with more than one partner or uses
intravenous drugs? If so, please encourage them to get tested
for HIV/AIDS. One out of every five people infected with
HIV/AIDS does not know they have it. It could be years
before the symptoms appear.
Signs to be aware of include fever, fatigue, achy muscles,
joint pain, swollen lymph nodes, sore throat, headache, skin rash, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, weight loss, dry
cough, pneumonia, night sweats, nail changes, yeast infections, confusion or difficulty concentrating, cold
sores, tingling and weakness, and menstrual irregularities. However, for women after exposure to HIV,
symptoms include frequent or severe vaginal infections, abnormal pap smears, and pelvic infections that are
difficult to treat.
World AIDS Day was first held on Dec. 1, 1988 for people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV/Aids,
and to support those who have HIV/Aids, and those who have died from HIV/AIDS.
December 1, 2014 is the next World AIDS Day with the theme of “Getting to Zero”. Please remember this date
and pray for our brothers and sisters who have HIV/AIDS and also for their families that are coping with the
ramifications of this terrible disease.

Border Children in Crisis
By Marilyn Hawley, Chair, Mission: Action
"One of Mission: Action's goals is to educate our congregations
about the Border Children's crisis. Many opinions and
misconceptions abound in the news media and elsewhere about
children from Central and other Latin American countries crossing
into the US unaccompanied. There is debate about whether the
crisis is a political versus a humanitarian issue.
What is the position of our congregations? our communities? and our individual families and neighborhoods?
There are numerous complaints about the drain on our schools, social services, housing, and medical facilities.
Most of us cannot imagine a circumstance so desperate that we would make the choice to send our children
away. But then we have no idea of what those circumstances really are. We have not walked in the shoes of
those families.
When I hear these stories, I am reminded of Matthew 25:42-45 NRSV. 'For I was hungry and you gave me
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' Then they also will answer,
'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take
care of you? He will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it for one of the least of these, you did
not do it to me.'
As a way to educate our congregations, each committee member was provided literature from Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Services (www.lirs.org) to distribute throughout their, and other congregations. W
hope in to dispel any myths and convey the facts about this grave crisis. Individuals, groups, and congregations
can then make decision and choices about how to respond in an unbiased and factual way.
Go to www.lirs.org and learn what Lutherans are doing to care for the children, the innocent victims of this
humanitarian crisis.

Troublesome Times
By Donna Prunkl, Communications Committee

We all have troubling times. These bumps in the road derail us from our well-planned schedules and certainly
rearrange priorities. Our SWO president's son-in-law was critically ill and recently died from cancer; she was
away from home most of a month. One board member was diagnosed with and is undergoing treatment for
breast cancer; two others are caring for extremely ill parents; and my daughter has been hospitalized three times
in the last few months so I have been called away from home to care for her and her three children.
Each of us volunteered for our SWO roles in good faith and felt we had the time to fulfill our responsibilities.
Then the bottom fell out or rather filled in. How do we cope? We lean on our sisters in faith and on our most
merciful God to see us through the "valley" times. These sisters stand in for us, remind us that our families must
be our first priority, and most of all -- they pray. It's reassuring to know that through the hard times you are
cradled in prayer by loving sisters who care.

Thankfully there is also good news to herald; Board member Patti Lovell is the
proud grandparent of a new baby girl, who is doing well. "Life goes on in endless
song, above life's lamentations." We know there are mountaintop times to come;
it's what spurs us on as we slog through the valley.
If you are walking your own "valley" for whatever reason, let your Women of the
ELCA sisters know both in your congregation and statewide. Give your sisters
the opportunity to be Christ for you. Our SWO has a weekly prayer chain with
only names listed. Sisters across the state receive the list by e-mail and pray on Monday at noon. E-mail
Christine Price at price0317@gmail.com.
When your sister in faith is experiencing fears and tribulations, reach out and gently care for her. Be Christ's
hands and reassuring heart. That call, card, casserole, prayer, or specific offer to help may be just what's needed
to lift her heart. And that sweet moment can be the first step out of the valley and up the mountain.
Jesus told his disciples, "Yet I am not alone for the Father is with me. I have said this to you, so that in me you
may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage: I have conquered the world!"
John 16:32b-33 NRSV

NEW YEAR Commitment
By Toni Neal, Mission: Community

Our new year starts normally in September…our school new year (or maybe our grand-children’s), our new
church year will start in a few months, our new Sunday school year started and so it goes. New days, new
adventures, new commitments, in our ongoing life. Our past and new SWO presidents, Sharon and Susan, will
certainly start a new year with duties changing.
Maybe you took on a new duty at church or work this year, a new schedule, or a
new timeframe for your life or the life of your family. We’d like to remind you of
the opportunity for a new year for the children at Crossnore School in the
mountains. We’d like to remind you of the opportunity for a new year for the
families who may have a loved one in crises while they staying at Ronald
McDonald Houses, across our state.
These folks need for us to remember our promise to God that we would…Matthew
25:40. “Truly I say to you, inasmuch as you have done it to one of the least of these
my brethren, you have done it unto me”… It is little enough to just remove the tab
from that can, or cut that education label from the box, but do you make a point of
doing it? Do you remember how important it could be to the life of a child that is
damaged through accidents, illness or abuse? Our tabs donations were down from
2012 to 2013 by thousands to the Ronald McDonald House. Our educational labels
could have been the difference in a child’s back pack for school.
It is a new year. It is an old commitment. One we want to remember: “God’s Work, Our Hands.”

NC SWO One-Day Retreat
February 21, 2015
Every February the NC SWO Outreach Committee holds One-Day Retreats across the state. This year they will
be held on Saturday, February 21. Watch upcoming Bulletins for details and locations, but until then...MARK
the DATE on your calendar. You don't want to miss it!

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA PLANNING CALENDAR
November 2014 – June 2015
NOVEMBER - THANKOFFERING MONTH
Nov 3-7, (Mon-Fri.) Nov 10-14, - Lutheran World Relief Fall Collections Drop-Off Deadline
(Except for Asheville and Hickory-- No drop-offs on Election Day, Nov 4) See website or Bulletin for sites/forms.
7
Church Women United, World Community Day
14-15 SWO Board Meeting
15
Bulletin -Send December
DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS
1
Bulletin Deadline for December
1
World AIDS Day
15
Bulletin -Send January
15
Carolina Vine (Winter issue) articles to Editor and Pres
21
Board Reports Due
25
Christmas
JANUARY, 2015 - NEW YEAR
1
Bulletin Deadline for February
10
Committee Day II, St. Luke’s, Mt. Ulla/Cleveland
15
Bulletin Send February
15
Carolina Vine (Winter issue) Send Out
18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
24
Committee Day II (Snow date)
FEBRUARY, 2015 - BLACK HISTORY MONTH
1
Bulletin Deadline for March
15
Bulletin Send March
18
Ash Wednesday
21
One Day Retreat – Held in many Conferences
20-22 Conference of SWO Presidents – Chicago
22
Bold Women’s Sunday (Women of the ELCA Sunday)
28
Board Reports Due
22
SWO Committee Reports Due for GPR
28
Bulletin Deadline for April

MARCH, 2015 - WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH
6-8
Spring Retreat – Kure Beach
15
Bulletin Send April
15
Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres
20-21 SWO Board Meeting – Location TBD
APRIL, 2015 - CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
1
Bulletin Deadline for May/June
1
Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications Deadline
5
Easter
15
Bulletin Send May/June
15
Carolina Vine (Spring issue) Send Out
MAY, 2015
4
Rachel’s Day
28-30 NC Synod Assembly - Bishop's Election
JUNE, 2015
1
Board Reports Due
19-21 NC Women of ELCA SWO 28th Annual Gathering
25
Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due
30
Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and Pres
30
Committee Evaluations Due

