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President's Message 

By Susan P. Harris 

Summer means vacation for many families. Whether it is a trip to the beach or to the mountains or maybe Florida to 

visit Disney World. Whether you fly or drive, it is a time to get away from the regular routine of life. Vacation is a chance 

to rest and relax, to visit historic places around the country, to explore new areas and locales, or visit family members. 

But summer also means work for the Board of the NC Women of the ELCA.  In July the Board traditionally holds a work 

retreat to begin preparations and plans for the upcoming year. This retreat was held during the weekend of July 22-24 in 

Blowing Rock, N.C., with all officers and board members present.   

One of the first, and most anticipated, activities was the assignment of committee chairs. These assignments were made 

by me, as president, after much deliberation and prayer. An attempt was made to pair each Board member with the 

committee they most identified with from previous experience or because of their gifts and talents. 

With the restructuring of committees that was introduced earlier this year, there are now only five committees rather 

than the previous seven. Because of the increased responsibilities, they will have co-chairs. The new committees are 

Justice, Discipleship, and Stewardship; the returning standards are Conference Leaders and Gathering Planning.   

The Justice Committee (formerly Mission: Action and Mission: Community) will be co-chaired by Tonie Neal and Mary 

Lautensleger. This committee will continue to oversee the collection of soup labels for Crossnore School and pop tabs 

for the Ronald McDonald Houses, along with stressing the importance of recycling and educating us on antiracism 

through Today’s Dream, Tomorrow’s Reality, among other things. 

 

This publication may be downloaded and printed without cost from our website www.ncwelca.org on the 

RESOURCES page. You may also receive the FREE online Carolina Vine by e-mail. Register in the right hand column of 

the home page of the website.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice President Denise White, along with Donna Prunkl, will co-chair the Discipleship Committee (formerly Mission: 

Growth and Leadership). Discipleship will focus on retreats, devotions, Bible studies, the Women’s Theological Seminar 

(every other year) and programs for our younger participants. 

Terri Brown, elected to a position on the Board at the Annual Gathering, continues as treasurer until January 31, 2017 

(the close of our fiscal year), at which time Nena Babb, who was elected the new treasurer at the Annual Gathering, will 

assume that position. In the meantime, they will not only work together in that capacity but also as co-chairs of the new 

Stewardship Committee. Because this is a new committee, they are challenged to recruit committee members to serve 

along with them. If you have an interest in banking, financial planning, accounting, insurance or philanthropy, contact 

Terri or Nena to volunteer as a member of the Stewardship Committee.  

The Conference Leaders Committee will be co-chaired by Tamarah Hefner and Melissa Holden-Jernigan. Their 

committee will support and educate the conference leaders (Presiders, Directors of Communications and Treasurer’s 

Assistants) just as in the past.  Former chair, Lorri Monterose is mentoring the two during the transition. 

Finally, the Gathering Planning committee co-chairs are Jane Cadwallader and Stephenie Oxford, who will be assisted 

and supported by Chelsea Jones, the newly-elected secretary. The task of this committee is self-explanatory as they will 

be planning for the next Annual Gathering, which will be held June 23-25, 2017 at Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory. 

Inviting a keynote speaker and a chaplain along with arranging for Saturday night entertainment will be a high priority as 

they begin planning. 

Another decision made by the Board during the retreat included the selection of a bi-annual theme for 2017-19. The 

theme was proposed in part due to Bishop Timothy Smith’s remarks during his message at our Annual Gathering in June.  

Paraphrasing, he said, “We are created, called and empowered and the next step following that is commissioning.”  

Therefore, our new theme will be “Commissioned to Go” , which naturally follows being created, called and 

empowered. 

2016-17 Officers and Board at planning retreat: (L-R) Donna Prunkl, Chelsea Jones, Susan 

Harris, Melissa Holden-Jernigan, Denise White, Tamarah Hefner, Mary Lautensleger, Nena 

Babb, Tonie Neal, Stephenie Oxford, Terri Brown and Jane Cadwallader.  



Many suggestions were proposed for our various offerings during the 

next year but final results include the following:  Fall Gathering 

offerings will be designated for Crossnore School and the offering at 

the Spring Gatherings in 2017 will be directed to Agape+Kure Beach 

Ministries. Our new Pennies Project recipient, beginning in February 

of 2017, will be ELCA Good Gifts, through which we hope to provide a 

village well and grants for women entrepreneurs in developing 

countries. Since the Triennial Convention and Gathering will be held in 

July of 2017, our Annual Gathering Offering next year will be 

designated, in three equal portions to the Churchwide Women of the 

ELCA, the Triennial offering and the Patterson Memorial Scholarship 

Fund. You will hear more about all of these offerings throughout the 

upcoming year in our publications and gatherings. 

At the conclusion of the Board retreat, customarily a brief worship service is held, often led by the president or another 

member of the Board, but this year the Board was privileged to worship with the members of the nearby congregation 

at Grace Lutheran Church in Boone. It was a wonderful climax to a weekend filled with hard work, planning and 

discussion.  

The Board members left the retreat inspired and excited and we hope you will be too by the many activities and events 

that lie ahead! 

 

Highlights from the 2016 Annual Gathering 

By Susan P. Harris 

Another Annual Gathering has come and gone.  The NC Women of the ELCA 

convened on the Lenoir-Rhyne University campus Friday, June 24 through Sunday, 

June 26.  I know some of you arrived early Friday afternoon in order to participate 

in one of the well-attended early bird awareness sessions while others got there 

just in time for the beginning 

of the first session on Friday 

night.  Still others may have 

only been able to attend for 

the day on Saturday. 

Whenever you arrived and for however long you were able to stay 

at the Annual Gathering, I appreciate your participation and 

attendance.   

I suppose each of you who attended would recall different aspects 

from the Annual Gathering, and I imagine what you consider a 

highlight depends on your perspective.  If you attended as a voting member, I acknowledge a lot of time spent casting 

ballots and engaged in elections. If you were a participant, a guest, a young woman or otherwise, you had the 

opportunity to witness firsthand the business proceedings and hopefully now have a better understanding of all involved 

in this busy organization.  

If you did not attend or were unable to attend, some things you missed include:  



 Excellent Bible studies and worship led by our chaplain, Pastor Lucille “CeCee” Mills 

 An update of Women of the ELCA from Churchwide Board member, Lydia Davila 

 The entertaining presentations by our keynote speaker and author, Cathy Lee Phillips 

 Interesting and informative awareness sessions presented on a variety of topics. One on cyber safety presented 

by Captain Joel Shores caused a lot of buzz.     

 Exciting news about the upcoming Tenth Triennial Gathering presented by Camille Trott, our region's Triennial 

Gathering Promoter  

 Beautiful music performed by our pianist/music director, Ada Smith, and the choir  

 The inspirational sermon during worship on Sunday morning by our NC Synod Bishop Timothy Smith 

 The election of officers (president, secretary, treasurer), new board members and triennial voting members 

As much as I and the other board members would love to streamline the proceedings, the balloting and elections 

process, even when uncontested, is a necessary part of our gathering with procedures dictated by the constitution. Due 

to the upcoming 2017 Triennial Convention, it was important to elect Triennial voting members this year, in addition to 

filling some unexpected board vacancies. Both increased the number of ballots and the length of voting. Thank you for 

your patience. 

Exhilaration and excitement were also what I experienced during the Annual Gathering. I was excited to see all of you in 

attendance and overwhelmed by the greetings and nice comments I heard from you. Next year the Annual Gathering 

will be held June 23-25. We hope to see all of you can join us at Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory.   

                   

 

EDITOR'S NOTE: I join with many others from the evaluations to claim this a wonderfully successful gathering. The air was 

collegial and positive, the speakers awesome, our Churchwide Representative charming, the Chaplain outstanding, Bishop 

Smith spot-on, and the food yummy! Our president was worried about the length of elections but "you gotta do what you gotta 

do" and we had a unusual number of elections to get through. Kudos to the Gathering/Planning Committee for an especially 

delightful gathering! Can't wait for next year! -Donna Prunkl 



“Girl Groups”- Created- Called-Empowered                                                                     

By Robin K. McCraw 

Created, called, empowered. I saw our 2016 theme numerous times throughout the year but put little thought into the 

actual meaning until the revitalizing weekend of our NC Women of the ELCA (NC - SWO) Annual Gathering at Lenoir-

Rhyne University. Since the gathering, I have contemplated the events of the weekend, past gatherings and our theme. 

We are all created in God’s image, young and old, no exceptions. Therefore we all are created with unique spiritual gifts 

to share. What we do with the gifts bestowed upon us brings us to being called.   

We all know people that hear the voice of God speak so clearly that the call is unquestionable. For some of us, the call 

isn’t always so clear or maybe we choose to ignore it. Some may be willing to serve, but don’t feel empowered or 

believe others are better able to serve. Some just need mentoring and encouragement in order to cultivate gifts we 

can’t or won’t recognize. Providing a means for all women and girls to become empowered to share their gifts has been 

a main goal of Leadership Committee. We must remember that ALL are called to share The Good News. Inviting your 

sisters, daughters, granddaughters, neighbors, and fellow church members to an NC SWO event is one way we can carry 

out this call.   

The NC SWO Leadership Committee added age specific groups as we recognized all are called, 

created, and can be empowered when given guidance.  These “girl groups” are not just 

available for our annual gatherings. Fall and spring gatherings and retreats are offered to 

women from teens to seniors.  In order to encourage young mothers to attend events, 

structured childcare using a VBS curriculum was designed.  As the  children grew, we 

recognized the need for a middle school group, a high school group, post-high school, and 

Young Women Guests (ages 23-35 who attend free).  Women and girls of all ages have a group 

to call their own, a place to feel comfortable, be mentored and uplifted, a place to discover a 

spiritual call and empowerment and to share their gifts.   

Over time, we have seen some of the fruit of our labor.  Melissa, Christine, Heidi, Mollie, Hayley, Allegra, Leslie, Kayla, 

Haley, Anna, Lydia and others have grown up as part of NC SWO. They have become familiar faces at gathering, retreats, 

even at Triennial.  When you welcomed these young women and girls to their first NC SWO event, you welcomed the 

future of our sisterhood.  



The first several young women listed above were first invited as a Young Woman Guest and later were called to become 

active volunteers.  We have past and present board members who first came to gatherings as a Young Woman Guest.  

Past Young Women Guests serve on committees, help lead our “girl groups,” provide regional leadership and serve our 

organization in other ways.  Someone felt led to invite these young women to their first NC SWO event, thereby guiding 

their path to empowerment.   

Some of us have invited young mothers in need of childcare to attend retreats and gatherings. We were prepared to 

meet their need. Within the group of young mothers that attend NC SWO events, some have been called to fulfill a need 

within our organization.  Providing child care helped empower them. We have watched girls who first came to 

gatherings as children grow to become vibrant, passionate, empowered young women.  

Some are called to be volunteers in the Women of the ELCA, our Lutheran camps, at 

Lenoir-Rhyne University, and others have become empowered to make their mark 

elsewhere.  

A poignant testimony to the impact of our “girl groups” came on Saturday evening of the 

2016 Annual Gathering. One of our child care leaders, Hayley McCraw, shared the impact 

of gatherings on her life.  She attributed one of her Middle School Group Leaders, Melissa 

Holden-Jernigan, as the person who introduced and guided her passion for supporting 

victims of human trafficking.  Melissa is a former Young Woman Guest herself and serves 

our sisterhood in many ways, currently as a Board member. 

As is tradition at our annual gathering, our younger guests are introduced on stage to the voting members and other 

participants.  In years past, we always had several girls too shy to make their own introduction. This year everyone 

introduced themselves and beyond.  Without adult intervention, our middle and 

high school groups created a brilliant skit as their introduction, each with a 

meaningful role.  A year ago, this would not have occurred.  Empowered?  Most 

definitely!  

I look back at Kayla and Haley Lippe.  As small children, they began attending the 

annual gathering with their grandmother, Alice Nelson. Both were quiet little girls 

with much potential.  While still in high school they participated in the Women of 

the ELCA Triennial in Charlotte.  Both developed deep relationships with both peers and adults in NC SWO, my daughter 

among them.  As their relationship grew, I was not surprised when both girls came with Alice to attend one of my 

daughter’s college dance concerts.  We can help build significant relationships at an early age. 

Many of our empowered women got their start in the NC SWO through these groups.  If we had not pledged our 

commitment to providing program options for all ages in the past, I firmly believe we would not be the organization we 

are today.  With these vibrant young women involved, this organization's future is intact. 

At our recent  2016 Annual Gathering, we learned more about the merger of two committees, Leadership and Mission 

Growth.  The joining of the two committees is logical and will only strengthen our commitment to making NC SWO 

events accessible to women and girls of all ages.  I see NC Women of the ELCA as an important part of my spiritual life as 

do many others.  I can’t help but share my love for my sisters.  We can help our sisterhood bloom and grow if we follow 

the call to invite others to become part of our organization.  I challenge each of us to reflect upon “created, called, 

empowered” as it applies to young women, teenagers, and girls you know.  Invite them to an NC SWO event.  Be 

persistent.  Help empower them to be the young woman God called them to be through the sisterhood of NC Synodical 

Women's Organization.   Together we can define a thriving future for the NC Women of the ELCA. 

Robin McCraw is a member of the Discipleship Committee.  



The Three R’s: “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle” 

By Rev. Mary Lautensleger  

Over the next several months, the Justice Committee is planning to look carefully at 

various facets of our environment. God has called us to be good stewards of 

creation, to support both our communities and the environment by saving energy 

and natural resources.  

I attended a “Caring for Creation” seminar in the mountains of North Carolina for 

several summers, until it was moved to Atlanta. At my very first seminar, I bought a “green-letter” Bible, where every 

passage that mentions God’s created world is printed in green!i As I read from this “good book,” I am continually 

reminded of our responsibilities as caretakers of the earth and its creatures, especially for future generations.  

Water conservation, using water efficiently and avoiding waste, is essential to ensure that we have adequate water 

today and into the future. Water is a vital element for life on earth. As much as 60% of our bodies are made up of water. 

Water is actually a finite resource and the supplies on earth today are no more than what was here at the creation of 

the planet, but much of it is too poisoned to use. It is up to all of us to use wisely the water that we have. Please make 

conserving water a daily part of your life. And remember that when you save water, you save energy, and money.  

I have begun a recycle program at my gym, and have been nicknamed “The Crusher.” I would carry all the plastic water 

bottles outside to a grassy area and empty them, watering thirsty grass and shrubs. Then I would take them inside, and 

stomp on them to flatten them. All the people working on various exercise machines would turn to look at me. 

Consequently, the nickname. 

 I rinsed Monster Milk and juice bottles before flattening them. I flattened cardboard boxes, and carried all of this home 

to my personal recycle bin. Neighbors would allow me to place any excesses into their recycle bins. A gym member 

hounded the city of Charlotte, until we got a recycle dumpster in the gym’s parking lot! Yipee! Now I don’t have to take 

the recycles home with me. Where can you change the Recycling culture?  

I also “compost” apple cores, banana peels, and other food substances that people trash at the gym. I place these under 

shrubs behind the recycle dumpster, and there are several rabbits that come to feed on the compost.  

We are paving over a huge amount of our green space. Highways are becoming wider because of the need to transport 

more and more automobiles. Stores now have huge parking lots. Habitats that once were home to our wildlife are being 

destroyed. Looking at your water bill, you will notice that you are paying so much more for sewer service than for water.  

Storm water runoff contributes greatly to the flooding of some areas. The water that formerly soaked into the ground 

now collects on pavement. It has nowhere to flow other than horizontally, and when there is heavy rain, it can flow like 

a river. Clearcutting and deforestation also contribute to flooding. 

I would urge you to carry a “permanent” water bottle, and curtail use of the plastic grocery store bottles. Think of all the 

money you will save, not to mention the earth. Recycling those bottles, and other items, sometimes costs more that it 

cost to make them in the first place. The fluoride in tap water will also protect your tooth enamel. It is an important 

mineral for our health. 

The Rev. Mary Lautensleger is co-chair of the Justice Committee 

                                                             
i
 The Green Bible: Understand the Bible’s Powerful Message for the Earth. NRSV, Foreword by Desmond Tutu. New York: Harper 

Collins Publishers, 2008. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 Ronald McDonald's  House of Tabs 
 

By Tonie Neal 
 
Our new year, for the Women of the ELCA started in late July with the conclusion of the 29th Annual Gathering 
at Lenoir-Rhyne University. For some it was the same as any other time of the year, going home to your 
normal routine, but others carried an additional load with a lot of work attached.   
 
Jacque Yacobucci’s SUV left LRU loaded with thousands of pounds of aluminum drink can tabs, with a few 
soup labels and education labels thrown in the mix. For some of us, we just fill our little zip lock bags with 
more tabs and labels and pass them on to someone at church. We certainly don’t think about Jacque’s SUV‘s 
tires looking lower with her burden of tabs, as she drives away for yet another year. Some days we don’t feel 
like we contribute much to the programs the NC SWO ladies bring to our awareness; I offer you this insight 
into Jacque’s contribution. Hopefully it will help you realize the importance of your "small gifts." 
 
Jacque takes home this mountain of tabs, and carries them into her home and spends hours sorting through 
them on her table, removing the metal tabs some have placed in the containers (also removing some strange 
stuff, i.e. gum, assorted wrappers, paperclips. You get the idea.) She does this using her trusty metal detector, 
evening after evening, so that when she finally delivers these zip lock bags and plastic jugs of tabs, the folks at 
Ronald McDonald House will not have to do it. It's a service to our Lord that she feels she can do.  
 
So many of us underestimate the small services we do for others. Jacque would be the first to tell you, she is a 
“gofer,” someone that can run errands and helps out but doesn’t feel comfortable in a more prominent 
role. She is one of God’s hands that He depends on daily. Ronald McDonald House employees welcome Jacque 
year after year looking forward to her annual return with your tabs loaded in her SUV. She drives away 
convinced she hasn’t done but a “little part” to help satisfy a need the beneficiaries of Ronald McDonald 
House receive because of the sale of those tabs. But we no better. 
 
Tonie Neal is co-chair of the Justice Committee. 
 
Jacque took 126 one-gallon zip lock bags, full of tabs to Ronald McDonald House in Winston-Salem and is 

sending 540 labels to Crossnore School. Thank you one and all. Let's double it next year! Tee-Hee! 

 

 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Bridge to Recovery says THANKS 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Please accept this expression of thanks for your gracious gift of $2,625.30 to the Bridge to Recovery.  As a 
result of your generosity and that of others like yourselves, over 1,000 men and women struggling with 
addiction have been given a chance of new life. 
God Bless and Keep, 
 
Jim Allred 
 

Bridge to recovery was the recipient of our 2015 Fall Conference Gathering offering. 
 

 

‘Great Teacher’ leaves Women of the ELCA $50,000  

By Audrey Riley  

 

“There is one Great Teacher, but Theda comes in second!” The women of St. James Lutheran Church in Fayetteville, N.C., 

said this about Theda Johnson Suggs, a longtime leader of Women of the ELCA in the congregation and in the North 

Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization.  

When Theda passed away in March 2015 at the age of 100, her dedication to Women of the ELCA was evident in her 

will: She left $50,000 to the community of women she loved and served so devotedly. Former churchwide president 

Beth Wrenn of Kill Devil Hills, N.C., remembers that Theda led leadership training workshops for newly elected 

presidents of congregational units as well as for members of synodical committees and boards. “I can say with 

confidence that she was one of the most influential women who offered me and many others a solid foundation in 

leadership skills.”  

Theda, who was widowed in 1961 and leaves behind no family, served her congregation as devotedly. She took part in 

services and Sunday school every week as late as her 97th year. She worshipped faithfully and served faithfully: St. 

James’ records name Theda Suggs as chair of the altar guild, chair of Christian education, superintendent of the Sunday 

school, chair of the worship and music ministry and much more. She once said with a smile, “On occasion, I butt in on 

things to see that they’re done according to me, I guess.” Theda’s forethought and generosity will make a big difference 

for Women of the ELCA now and into the future. Theda Johnson Suggs did things “according to her” – and we are all 

grateful.  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
You too can support Women of the ELCA in your estate plan, as Theda Suggs did. Your financial advisor can help you 

structure your estate plan in the way that works best for you and your family’s needs.  

You will be hearing more about the importance of planned giving from the new NC SWO Stewardship Committee. 

Audrey Riley (Audrey.riley@elca.org) is director for stewardship for Women of the ELCA.  

This article was republished from the Interchange, Summer 2016 edition. This quarterly newsletter of the Women of the 

ELCA is available online at www.womenoftheelca.org under Publications. 

 
More Green Spaces 
 

By Tonie Neal 
 
Fayetteville, N. C. has been known as "Fayettenam" and “town of bars” for years, to the regret of many a town 
elder.  But today we can be known for the “first extensive green street in N.C.” according to William Hunt, a 
professor and extension specialist in N.C. State Universality’s Department of Biological and Agricultural 
Engineering. He was recently quoted in the Fayetteville Observer, “the project is going to be the standard 
bearer for the rest of the state.” 
 
What is this wonderful new project?  One of the main streets in Fayetteville will go from three to five lanes 
down to two lanes. Some $1.3 million will be used to feature a “low impact development” that allows 85 
percent of the rainwater to soak into the ground rather than run into a nearby creek. According to the article, 
Blounts Creek will flourish and this also allows the sewer system to manage that overwhelming storm water 
that so many see after our summer storms. This will be accomplished by installing less parking spaces, and  7' 
to 10 ‘ more walking space. In the dirt space utility burying lines will be buried for a desirable view as well.  
 
One feature the writer really liked was the spaces allowed in the ground for tree roots to grow. We have all 
seen what happens to our sidewalks when trees keep growing across the paths. Underground filtration 
systems also remove pollutants, “estimates show that 95 percent of nitrogen, phosphorous and suspended 
solids will be removed from water before it flows into Blounts Creek.”  This beautiful area will line our street 
as folks use this main thoroughfare into the center of town. It will benefit our natural environment, and for 
those business minded “a similar project in Seattle increased property values and encouraged businesses to 
locate in the area, Hunt said.” A good news “win win” situation that our planet deserves, if we are to be the 
good steward our Lord has called us to be for this great land we have been given. Why not encourage your 
town planners to follow this lead? 
 
Tonie Neal is co-chair of the Justice Committee 
 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
Sept 30-Oct 2, 2016 

 

Blowing Rock Conference Center 
Blowing Rock, NC 

 

 

 

"God's Bucket List" 
Don't miss this opportunity for fellowship and learning with your faith sisters in the beautiful N.C. mountains. Learn 

what God wants for you. Is God's bucket list different from yours?  

Gather Friday evening  after dinner. On Saturday afternoon there is free time to spend how you wish and your retreat 

ends with worship on Sunday morning.  

Go to the NC SWO website to download the flier and registration form. Look under EVENTS! www.ncwelca.org 

 

 
 
 

NC Women of the ELCA 
 Lutheran World Relief 

Volunteer Day  
 

& Amish Country Bus Tour 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

November 10-13, 2016 
 
 

Tour and volunteer at the Lutheran World Relief Center in Maryland, then travel to the Amish Country near Lancaster, 
Penn., with your Lutheran sisters. Christian Tours has planned an amazing trip. Last year's trip was a great success.  

 

Go to the NC SWO website to download the flier and registration form. Look under EVENTS! www.ncwelca.org 

 
NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA CALENDAR 

 30TH Anniversary of Women of the ELCA  

August 2016 – July 2017 

August, 2016  

1                                          Bulletin Deadline for September  

20 Committee Day I – Mt. Moriah, China Grove 

28 Bulletin Send September 

September 2016 

1 

15 

21 

LITERACY MONTH 

Bulletin Deadline for October 

Bulletin Send October 

International Day of Prayer for Peace 

24 Catawba Conference Fall Gathering – Old St. Paul’s, Newton 

30 

30 

Carolina Vine (Fall Issue) articles to Editor and President 

Fall Retreat, Blowing Rock – “God’s Bucket List” – (Sept 30-Oct 2) 

 

October 2016 

1 

1-2 

8 

8 

15 

15 

15 

22 

31 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 

Bulletin Deadline for November 

Fall Retreat, Blowing Rock – “God’s Bucket List” 

Salem & Central Conferences Fall Gathering – Epiphany, Winston-Salem 

Southwestern Conference Fall Gathering – Holy Communion, Dallas 

Cabarrus/Stanly Conference Fall Gathering – Kimball, Kannapolis 

Bulletin Send November 

Carolina Vine (Fall issue) Send out 

Alexander/Iredell Conference Fall Gathering – St. Mark’s, Mooresville 

Board Reports Due 

 

November, 2016   Oct. 22nd  

1 Bulletin Deadline for December 

4 

4-5 

6 

TBA 

10-13 

15 

Church Women United, World Community Day 

SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake 

All Saints Sunday 

Lutheran World Relief Fall Collections Drop-Off Deadline  

Lutheran World Relief Trip 

Bulletin Send December 

24 Thanksgiving 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

December, 2016 

CHRISTMAS 

1 Bulletin Deadline for January  

1 World AIDS Day 

15 Bulletin Send January  

25 

31 

Christmas 

Board Reports Due 

 

January, 2016 

15 Bulletin Send February  

15 Carolina Vine (Winter issue) articles to Editor and Pres 

18-25 

21 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Committee Day II – TBD 

28 Committee Day II (Snow date) – TBD  

31  

 

Carolina Vine (Winter issue) Send out 

 

February, 2017 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

1 Bulletin Deadline for March  

2-4 “Bold Like Jesus” NC Synod Event – Christ, Charlott 

11 

15 

One Day Retreat – (held in many Conferences)  

Bulletin Send March  

16-19 Conference of SWO Presidents – Chicago 

25 One-Day Retreat (Snow date) 

26 Bold Women’s Sunday (Women of the ELCA Sunday) 

 

March, 2017 

1 

 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
SWO Committee Reports Due for GPR 

1 

1 

3 

10-12 

15 

17-18  

Bulletin Deadline for April  

Ash Wednesday 

Board Reports Due 

Spring Retreat – Kure Beach – 

Bulletin Send April 

SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake 

30 Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres 

  

April, 2017 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

1 Bulletin Deadline for May/June  

15 Bulletin Send May/June  

15 Carolina Vine (Spring issue) Send Out  

16 Easter 

  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 

May, 2017 

 

1 

7 

TBD 

Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications Deadline 

Rachel’s Day 

NC Synod Assembly 

  

June, 2017                     

1 Board Reports Due 

23-25 

25 

NC Women of ELCA SWO 30th Annual Gathering  

Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due  

30 Committee Evaluations Due 

 

July, 2017 

 

 

11-13 

13-16 

15 

28-30 

30 

Triennial Convention, Minneapolis, MN 

Triennial Gathering, Minneapolis, MN 

Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and President) 

Board Retreat – TBD 

Carolina Vine (Summer issue) Send Out 

 

  

August, 2017  

1 Bulletin Deadline for September  

15 Bulletin Send September  

26 Committee Day I – TBD 

  

  

 


