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IMPORTANT!!!
If you are receiving this printed quarterly newsletter for the first time, it's because you expressed interest on the
conference communication survey. To continue to get this mailed version, send your name, address, phone number
and $5 for the annual subscription to: Sharon Johnson, 4237 Freedom Drive, Charlotte, NC 28208-1837. Make
checks to NCSWO. Or you may get someone you know to download and print it for you free from our website on
the RESOURCES page at www.ncwelca.org . You may also recieve the FREE online Carolina Vine by e-mail. Register
on the right hand column of the home page of the website.

President's Message
By Susan P. Harris, President NC SWO

As you may know, I was recently elected to serve as the president of the North
Carolina Women of the ELCA. The fact that I was chosen as your president was
almost surreal and did not sink in for several days. The election was held on Friday
evening during our N.C. Synodical Women’s Organization Gathering at LenoirRhyne University.
When I awoke Monday morning, there was a song going through my head. You
know that feeling, don’t you? A lot of times it’s the last hymn at Sunday morning
worship, or a song you hear on the radio, or a catchy tune from a television
advertisement that reverberates in your head the next week; but what I kept hearing
(and singing to myself) strangely was not part of our worship service at the close
of the Gathering. I had not heard it on my car radio. I don’t know from where it
came but I felt it was an unconscious prayer of thanksgiving.

Susan Harris

The tune that was stuck in my head was “Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory.” I know you have heard
or sung those words yourselves. The strange part of this whole episode was: the sun was not even shining when
I got out of bed. No, I did not get up before sunrise! I was in the North Carolina mountains on Monday morning
and it was foggy. I couldn’t see the sun or the incredible view. Nevertheless, all I could think about were those
words, “rise and shine and give God the glory, glory,” but the important words were “give God the glory.”

Sometimes, because of the circumstances in our lives, we may not feel like “rising and shining.” There may be
unhappy things occurring or we may be confused or feeling alone, but remember that every day is a blessing,
and if asked, God will send the light of Jesus to shine in our hearts.
Because of God’s blessings, I begin a journey with you, the North Carolina Women of the ELCA. I hope you
will join me as we work together and move forward so that you we can all “rise and shine and give God the
glory, glory.”

Message from Mission Action:
By Karin O'Donnell

As chair of the NC SWO Mission: Action Committee, I personally wish to thank the NC Women of the ELCA
for a wonderful year blessed with overflowing support for Mission Action activities. You continued to support
Lutheran World Relief with over19,000 pounds of quilts and kits. Your generosity allowed us to have extra
mailing money that we are giving to LWR for overseas mailing. Your wonderful work is amazing and provides
relief for persons suffering both here and abroad. Please continue in this important effort.
Additionally you embraced zoom kits, mini-kits, outreach to pregnancy centers, the malaria campaign, and the
writing campaign to insure nutritional health for babies and mothers. We collected more than $1000 for the
Eradicate Malaria Campaign sponsored by the ELCA. Also we mailed more 350 letters with your names and
return addresses, insuring they will be read and considered when these issues come before the legislature.
Watch for additional letters in the fall that you can print and mail regarding
these types of issues.
If you missed the NC SWO Gathering you missed something very special.
The speaker, Kimberly Rae, was amazing and helped us all reflect on the
types of veils or scarves we wear that color our perception of self, others, and
even God. Do we wear a cover of fear that prevents us from being that person
God intended? And what will we do about it? Scripture can help.
There were many amazing workshops. Mission Action sponsored Dr. Mary
Streufert, ELCA Director of Justice for Women, on “Words Matter” that
educated us on the history of many biblical words and also on the barriers
created in word usage. We also held a Listening Session on Women and
Kimberly Rae

Justice and voted to bring it to every conference gathering in the fall, So
watch for this event and try to be there.

The entertainment on Saturday evening was wonderful, with the Western Via de Christo choral group
performing an original program that led us musically from the Creation to the Resurrection. There was also a
moving presentation by our young women. Wow!! Of course the greatest wows are all the wonderful women at
the Gathering -- making new friends and the renewal of old friendships. Come next year and renew with us.
Yours in Christ, Karin O’Donnell
Mission: Action Committee

2014 Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Recipients
By Leslie Pipan

Mission Community was excited to have a wealth of applicants for this year’s
Christine Bohr Anderson Scholarship. We have chosen three worthy recipients.
The first recipient is Katrina Vigen. She attends the Lutheran Theological Seminary
in Gettysburg. Her home church is Christ the King Lutheran Church in Cary.
Currently, she is in internship in Lincoln, Nebraska. She will graduate in December
of this year, so she is receiving a $500.00 scholarship.
The second recipient is Megan Lineberger. She attends Lutheran Theological
Southern Seminary at Lenoir-Rhyne. Her home church is St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Cherryville. Right now, she is involved with Clinical Pastoral Education.
She is receiving a $1,000.00 scholarship.

Molly Markley

The last recipient is Molly Markley. She will be attending Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in the fall
of 2014. Her home church is St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Mooresville. She is receiving a $1,000.00
scholarship. Molly just graduated from Meredith College and was able to attend the Annual Gathering this
summer. She spoke to the women attending and expressed her appreciation for the scholarship.
We are so proud of these three women and look forward to next year’s applicants.
Leslie Pipan
Mission: Community

Letter from Our Churchwide Representative
Dear Women of North Carolina SWO:
I would like to thank you for the warm hospitality you shared with me at
your convention this past June. I truly felt like we were “Sisters Rejoicing
Together!” You are doing a wonderful job living out the mission statement
of the Women of the ELCA. You created a warm, loving image of God.
You called and empowered women to share their faith with your keynote
speaker Kimberly Rae. You helped women grow and affirm their gifts
through worship and awareness sessions. You support one another and
engage in ministry and action through the programs you support not only
within the ELCA but within your community and worldwide. I saw you
promoting healing and wholeness through gifts to LSC many other
programs you support. Again, I say thank you and may God bless each of you and keep you
until
we meet
Dawn
Smith
again, hopefully in Charlotte this month!
God’s Peace and My Prayers,
Dawn Smith,
Churchwide Executive Board Member

Reflections on the 27th Annual Gathering
By Denise White, SWO Vice President and attendee

I must admit, I’m not a lifetime attendee to the NC SWO Annual Gathering. I often felt I had too much going on
and probably wasn’t missing much. Well, ladies, I was WRONG! If you missed our 27th Annual Gathering, you
missed Sisters Rejoicing Together. That wasn’t just our theme; it was our action and our attitude.
It was a Gathering that was well attended by our
young women. We had four Teens Gathering in Faith,
three Totally Awesome Girls for God and six Young
Women Guests, as well as several girls in our day care
program.

Young Women Guests

We were inspired to take off our veils by our key note
speaker, Kimberly Rae. Our veils and masks not only
hide who we really are, but how we hide from
ourselves, from other women, our family and from
God. As a school counselor, I was inspired to borrow
part of her presentation to use with my 5th grade girls.
I would have missed this if I had stayed home!

I also would have missed the very moving dance by our young
ladies. They came to the stage with “chains” around their
ankles and hands. As they moved, the chains were broken, just
as God breaks our chains for us. They each held posters with
what kept each of them in bondage, like poor body image,
depression, bullying, and the Scripture that could break
through the chains. I was
very moved.
Our chaplain, Pastor Mary Hinkle-Shore led us in a Bible study on Paul,
"Rejoicing." She used Philippians 4:19 for the basis of her study. I learned
that it is important to write gratitude letters to those whom you appreciate.
She said that the joyful actively practice gratitude. I am grateful to the
Gathering Planning Committee and to all the women (young and old) who
attended this year. THANK YOU!!! She also said that happiness is
freedom from care and worries and joy is described as it is well with my
soul.
We graciously and joyfully gave $3,400.00 in total offerings and gave in
kind gifts to Lutheran Services Carolinas and Living Waters, Cherokee.
We rejoiced by listening to our Saturday night entertainment, the
Cantamos choir. I am grateful the singers infused our theme in their
beautiful presentation.

The Rev. Mary Hinkle-Shore

As a delegation body we elected Susan Harris as President, re-elected Terri Brown as Treasurer. We welcomed
back to the board by re-election: Patti Lovell, Lorri Monterose and Denise White (who was later appointed as
Vice President by the Board). We welcomed to the Board our newest members, Marilyn Bell-Hawley and later,
Anne Glovier by appointment. There is so much more on which I can reflect, but I think you get the idea. It was
a very meaningful, joyful and fun Annual Gathering. I’d be most grateful if you would join us next year!!!

Gathering from the View of a First-Timer
Sisters . Rejoicing . Together
By Lisa Douglas

This was the focus of the North Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization's 27th Annual gathering in Hickory
June 20 through June 22. And each of those words describes that amazing, spirit-filled weekend to a “T”.
Sisters: As a first time delegate, I was concerned that I
would be 'invisible', there but not acknowledged. Oh
how wrong I was!!! This was truly a gathering of
'sisters' in Christ. Everyone that I was introduced to, or
passed in the hall, or sat near to at meal times,
welcomed me as though I was a long-lost friend! The
whole atmosphere was one of love and acceptance.
When I was shivering in the auditorium and could not
find my sweater, Dr. Mary Streufert from Chicago, a
guest, found a blanket for me, without me even asking.
She also presented a wonderful workshop about the
power of words.
(L-R) Dr. Mary Streufert, Lisa Douglas and Karin O’Donnell

Rejoicing: Oh yes, we rejoiced in song, in worship,
in the work of the synod, in the voting and the offerings, in the introduction of all the 'young, younger and
youngest' of our sisters in attendance, in the performance art of Kimberly Rae. Look for her performance on
YouTube. I believe she said that her husband was recording it for that purpose. There was not a dry eye in the
auditorium when she was done- including her own! It was one of the best
'sermons' that I have ever 'seen'.
And speaking of sermons, the Rev. Mary Hinkle-Shore was so powerful
and moving that I briefly considered moving to Brevard just to hear her
speak each week. She brought out new ways of seeing Paul that I had
never thought of, all with grace and quiet humor.
Together: we were together in our mission to further the work of the NC
SWO, even when voting our conscience in the elections. But there was
also time for reflection and apartness- helpful when you have the
disabilities that I have- without judgment or remark.

What was my favorite part? Getting to go to this incredible event. Thank you so much to the members of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Goldsboro for sending me as a representative of not only our women, but our
whole congregation.WOW!
By Lisa Douglas
Mission: Action

NC SWO Gathering: Leadership Review
By Patti Lovell

The 27th Annual Gathering of the NC Women of the ELCA has come and gone now. As always much work
and preparation are done beforehand by dedicated, bold women wanting participants to have a good experience
when visiting other Lutheran sisters each year. We always strive to provide a weekend that is informational,
reflective, and energizing. We want everyone equipped to go back to our respective congregational units with
new ideas and programs to share with the women in your groups. We may be tired and weary on Sunday
afternoon, but there is a sense of renewal that makes all the work more than worthwhile.
One of the 2013-2014 goals for the Leadership Committee was to
grow the number of young participants from 16-25. We almost
made it, too, with a total of 22! There were 10 children in
childcare ranging in age from 2-10 years; TAGG’s, (middle
school) 2; TGIF’s (high school), 4; and in YWG (Young Women
Guests: ages 22-35), there were six. (Having six YWG was the
largest number NC SWO has hosted in many years!)
With the introduction of the Leadership Legacy at our Spring
Gatherings, we now have the opportunity to help grow those
numbers even more. While Leadership still plans to host YWG at
our Gatherings, the financial assistance that Leadership Legacy
can provide to females 11-35 years of age is priceless. As our girls
and young women become involved in Women of the ELCA
projects and programs, Leadership Legacy may help them explore
and find their passions offered through our organization. There may be a Spring or Fall Retreat or a one-day
conference program that seems appealing but money may be tight right at that time. Funds from Leadership
Legacy could help our younger generations attend and grow to know more about us and to begin to discern
where they feel they could best serve.
Where was the future of NC Women of the ELCA on Saturday, June 21 in Belk Centrum? The future was on
stage with little ones singing silly little songs and doing silly little dances. The future was those middle and high
school girls sharing their insecurities and turning them into interpretative dance. The future was on campus with
a YWG as one of their own shared her knowledge, through study, about human trafficking and then offering
that same information in an age-appropriate manner to the TAGGs and TGIFs. The future was in another YWG
who brought her two small children and then willingly shared her gift of dance.
So, Leadership Legacy…$10,000, it is a lot of money. We have raised that much for other reasons that might
not, selfishly, affect us much. But when we look at the future of NC Women of the ELCA, can we afford not to
keep our visions alive as we “support one another in our callings”? The Sisterhood that we share as Women of
the ELCA is very dear. Let part of your personal legacy be to support Leadership Legacy.
Patti P. Lovell
NC SWO Leadership Committee

Scholarship Winner Responds to Gathering
By Molly Markley

My name is Molly Markley. I recently graduated from Meredith College, an
all-women’s college in Raleigh, North Carolina, where I studied Sociology
and Criminology. I have been a member of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in
Mooresville, North Carolina, my whole life. This August I will be heading
down to Columbia, South Carolina, to pursue a Masters of Divinity at
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. I plan to become an ordained
minister and I cannot wait to see what God has in store for me!
This summer, I attended the N.C. Women of the ELCA Gathering at Lenoir-Rhyne University. It was a
wonderful experience and I am glad I got to be a part of it. At the gathering, I was presented with a Christine
Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship that will help me through seminary – I still feel very blessed to have
received it! Besides the scholarship, I was able to get a taste of what Women of the ELCA is truly about. It was
amazing to be able to worship with such incredible women of God. It really is extraordinary to sing hymns in a
room full of women. One of my favorite parts was hearing Kimberly Rae’s keynote address. Kimberly is an
inspiration for everyone and I know her presentation touched many women who heard her speak.
I was able to meet and get to know many awesome women at the gathering. It is comforting to know that there
is a huge support group within Women of the ELCA; it is like one giant family. The women all are from totally
different backgrounds, but everyone comes together for a common cause of serving the Lord. I know I will be
encouraged by these women and flooded with love from them as I start my next step in seminary. I am excited
to get more involved with Women of the ELCA and spread God’s love with these inspiring women.

Pay it Forward
By Patti P. Lovell

Dawn Smith, the CWO Representative for this year’s Gathering, presented an Awareness Session entitled,
“Who Brought You Here?” Much like the scarves that Kimberly Rae piled on representing things in our lives
that might hold us back, Dawn began with many layers.As multiple excuses for not reaching out to others along
our faith journey were debunked, a coat, a jacket, or a sweater was removed. Each discarded layer represented
the freedom to move and to act outside of what might be most comfortable and familiar.
None of us have gotten to this point in our faith journeys alone. Someone, somewhere guided us, either directly
or indirectly. Someone, somewhere supported us. Someone, somewhere nurtured us. We were called to reflect
on our lives to determine who helped us get where we are right now, at this time and place. We have not grown
in faith in a bubble. So the question begs to be asked, “Who are we mentoring?”
Can others see your faith in your day-to-day life? If so, is that enough? To whom are you reaching out? Are you
reaching out intentionally or letting the moments open up for you? Since none of us got to this place by
ourselves, it is time for us to “pay it forward;” God will like that!
Patti P. Lovell/NC SWO Board Member

Worship is a Gathering Highlight
By Donna Prunkl
There are few things more beautiful than hundreds of women lifting their
voices in song, especially when they are rejoicing in the Lord. Sunday
morning worship closes our Gathering each year. It’s a time to give
thanks to God for the blessing of our sisterhood, the joy of service and
the grace that frees us to live in hope.
The Rev. Dr. Leonard H. Bolick, bishop of the NC Synod, brought
greetings and the sermon. He thanked the women for all they do for the
kingdom of God through leadership in their congregations and through
their service in the Women of the ELCA.

Bishop Leonard H. Bolick
Bishop Leonard H. Bolick

The Rev. Mary Hinkle-Shore, gathering chaplain,
presided over Holy Communion. The marvelous
Gathering Choir was led by Judy S. Frye, who was our
pianist and music director throughout the Gathering. Janet
Creasy blessed us with her flute solo. It was the perfect
end to a splendid gathering.
“Go in peace, Sisters; renewed by, responding to, and
rejoicing in the Good News.” Thanks be to God.
The Gathering Choir and on far right, our Music Director
Judy S. Frye.

2014 NC SWO Fall Retreat
TREASURED GENERATIONS – TRANSFORMING IN CHRIST

*October 3-5, 2014 *
Blowing Rock Retreat Center, Blowing Rock, NC
The brochure and registration form are in the monthly Bulletin and on
the NC SWO Website at www.ncwelca.org .
What could be more precious than diamonds? YOU!! “The Lord has
chosen you to be a people for His treasured possession” (Deuteronomy 14:2). We are the precious, treasured possession of
our heavenly Father, who sought us and claimed us as His own in Christ! From coal to diamonds, we are continually
being transformed in Christ, reflecting His glory and light to a dark world.
Join us for a bedazzling Women’s Retreat. Getaway hosted by the Mission Growth Committee of the North Carolina
Women of the ELCA on Friday evening through Sunday morning, October 3-5, 2014.
We will walk in the light of God’s Word with sisters of our own age, our mothers, grandmothers, aunts and maybe great
grandmothers together. We will lift our voices in praise and worship, share encouragement, fellowship and fun in Christ,
the light of the world!

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA
PLANNING CALENDAR 2013 - 2014
28TH Anniversary of Women of the ELCA
August 2014 – June 2015
August, 2014
23
28

Committee Day I – Kimball Memorial, Kannapolis
Bulletin Send September

September 2014
1
15
15
21

LITERACY MONTH
Bulletin Deadline for October
Bulletin Send October
Carolina Vine (Fall Issue) articles to Editor and Pres
International Day of Prayer for Peace

October 2014
1
3-5
4
11
15
15
18
25

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH
Bulletin Deadline for November
Fall Retreat – Blowing Rock
Salem Fall Gathering – Our Savior, Welcome
Catawba Fall Gathering – Mt. Zion, Conover
Bulletin Send November
Carolina Vine (Fall issue) Send out
Cabarrus/Stanly Fall Gathering – Mt. Herman, Concord
Board Reports Due

November, 2014
???
1
2
7
14-15
15
December, 2014
1
1
15
15
21
25

THANKOFFERING MONTH
Lutheran World Relief Fall Collections Drop-Off Deadline
Bulletin Deadline for December
All Saints Sunday
Church Women United, World Community Day
SWO Board Meeting – Location TBD
Bulletin Send December

CHRISTMAS
Bulletin Deadline for January
World AIDS Day
Bulletin Send January
Carolina Vine (Winter issue) articles to Editor and Pres
Board Reports Due
Christmas

January, 2015
1
10
15
15
18-25
24

February, 2015
1
15
18
21
20-22
22
28
March, 2015
1

NEW YEAR
Bulletin Deadline for February
Committee Day II, St. Luke’s, Mt. Ulla/Cleveland
Bulletin Send February
Carolina Vine (Winter issue) Send Out
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Committee Day II (Snow date)

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Bulletin Deadline for March
Bulletin Send March
Ash Wednesday
One Day Retreat – one held in many Conferences
Conference of SWO Presidents – Chicago
Bold Women’s Sunday (Women of the ELCA Sunday)
Board Reports Due

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

1
6-8
15
15
20-21

SWO Committee Reports Due for GPR
Bulletin Deadline for April
Spring Retreat – Kure Beach
Bulletin Send April
Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres
SWO Board Meeting – Location TBD

April, 2015
1
1
5
15
15

Bulletin Deadline for May/June
Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications Deadline
Easter
Bulletin Send May/June
Carolina Vine (Spring issue) Send Out

May, 2015
4
28-30
June, 2015
1
19-21
25
30
30

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

Rachel’s Day
NC Synod Assembly

Board Reports Due
NC Women of ELCA SWO 28th Annual Gathering
Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due
Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and Pres
Committee Evaluations Due

