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President's Message
By Susan Harris
It has been one of those days. I hope I am not the only one who experiences this
kind of day. Please tell me you do too! Since I didn’t have anything scheduled on
my calendar today, I imagined that I could tackle some things on my “to do” list;
but as soon as I began a task, I became distracted or my attention was diverted.
The end result: It is the end of the day and I have not accomplished many of the
things I had hoped to complete today. Somehow though that’s nothing new.
Today as I randomly wandered around from one project to the next, my thoughts kept returning to a scripture
passage from Psalm 46 that was included in the Bible study for the fall gatherings. Psalm 46:10 reads, “Be still,
and know that I am God!” After thinking about that phrase, I realized why it kept resonating with me over and
over again since hearing it at the gathering. You see, when my children were growing up and perhaps
misbehaving or fidgeting, rather than telling them to be quiet, I would tell them to “be still.” Evidently, I said
this a lot, not only when they were young children but as they grew into their teen years and maybe even later
than that. My son-in-law often laughed and joked with me about using the phrase “be still.” I guess he had not
heard anyone use those words in that context. My daughter’s best friend from elementary school also recalls
me often saying to the two of them, “be still.” Even though I was probably urging my children (and their
friends) to behave, I think I should heed this admonition that I so often used. “Be still.”

Rather than shifting from one task to another, as I did today, I should remember the words of Psalm 46: “God
will help…when the morning dawns.” Rather than trying to solve all the problems of the world on my own,
recall that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Rather than speaking, recall the
words, “Be still, and know that I am God.” Rather than moving in haste, “Be still, and focus.”
So when I think about the words of Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know that I am God,” first of all, it reminds me
to pause, at least briefly, and acknowledge God’s presence, and listen to what God is saying to me. Be still.
Listen to the birds in your back yard. Hear the sound of the waves as they roll onto the shore at the beach.
Take in the sounds of the rustle of the leaves as the wind blows through the mountains. Be still. Listen.
In the words of a hymn written by Katharina von Schlegel in 1752, “Be still, my soul; your God will undertake
to guide the future.” And the psalmist wrote in Psalms 37:7, “Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for
him.”
So however you may say it - be still, be quiet, don’t move, stop, listen, pause, take time - the words may be
different but the action (or non-action really) is the same. The important focus is “know that I am God.” Let
God be in control and in charge.

“All Anew” is the theme for Women of the ELCA’s Tenth Triennial Gathering in Minneapolis, Minn., July 13-16,
2017. The theme is supported by several biblical texts that speak of renewal.
The logo (above) is in the joyful, organic shape of a butterfly—or is it a flower? It represents transformation
and growth. Splashes of color honoring the four elements (earth, wind, fire, air) spill outside the lines to create
an uplifting symbol that is bright, bold and vibrant. You can download a poster with the logo here.
Because the Tenth Triennial Gathering falls during the observance of the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation in 2017, the theme resonates with reformation and transformation images. At the gathering,
participants will explore ways in which the Holy Spirit changes us, acknowledging that reformation and
transformation have happened and continue to happen within the community of women known as Women of
the ELCA.

One theme verse, Psalm 104:30: “Lord, send forth your spirit…and renew the face of the earth” calls on God to
send the Holy Spirit to renew not just God’s people, not just God’s church—but all God’s earth, the creation
that God called good.
In addition to Psalm 104:30, other supporting theme verses include:
Romans 12:2: … Be transformed by the renewing of your minds. …You’ll be changed from the inside out.
2 Corinthians 4:16: …Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day.
Titus 3:4-5: … [God] gave us a good bath, and we came out of it new people, washed inside and out by the
Holy Spirit.
Information about triennial gatherings can be found at welcatg.org. Speakers and workshops will be added as
we know them.

One-Day Retreat
STITCHES IN SCRIPTURE
February 13, 2016 (Snow Date: February 20th)
9:00am – 2:00pm
“May your heart be encouraged, being knit together in love.”
Colossians 2:2
Join us in a one-day retreat to study God’s word and learn together the art of knitting. Knitting is not required
to participate in the Bible study. If you are a knitter, please consider bringing extra supplies to share for those
who would like to participate. You do not have to knit to enjoy this time of enrichment and fellowship.
Conference locations are currently being determined and will be announced soon. Hold this date and watch
the website.

Creation is a work in progress!
By Anne Glovier

"For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well." Psalm 139:13-14
ESV
About eighteen months ago, I moved. I did not move far - less than a mile actually, but I uprooted my

husband from his home of 38 years and moved him to a
smaller and very different home. The "new" home (new
to us that is) is best described in my granddaughter's
words. "Nana lives in a garden with a house in the
middle." And I do.
I did not create this glorious garden. A woman named
Jo who I talked to occasionally as I did my morning
walk by her house over the years - she put in the
garden. She planned every detail with love and passion.
No corner or place in the garden was left undone or
ignored. Every day there is a spot of color or bloom... every day! She created a beautiful place and I
benefit from her labors and creativity. There are a few of you out there that have been to visit - the
garden is an incredible place.
There are times when the responsibility of this place seems overwhelming. When a plant dies, I mourn
and worry that I have failed in caring for Jo's work. But then I remember from my short conversations
with Jo - that the garden must change. It must grow and evolve. Plants must be pruned, weeded and
sometimes even removed because their world has changed. There is less sunlight or space. I am learning
so much from this special place for time does not stand still in the garden.
The North Carolina Women of the ELCA selected the theme "I am created, called and empowered." Since
my move, I feel that theme every day. Like the garden, I am a creation of God. Every part of me, down to
my cells and nuclei have been planned with love and passion. And like the garden, I bear a responsibility
to care, nurture and protect God's creation - me. I think that God must mourn and worry as well when I
am not caring for his Creation just I do with the garden.
It is so easy to think of creation as finite. Bam! It is made - job done. But creation is a process, a journey
that does not end until it is rejoined with the Creator. When an oak tree pops from its seed and emerges
from the soil - it is not done. It continues to create, grow, change with each season. It must do that - for
the day it stops - it dies. We, women of Faith, must embrace our "creation" and work to keep it growing
and evolving. We must feed the essence of ourselves with God's word and love. We must protect God's
creation with caring for our health and hearts - removing from our lives those toxic elements that harm
us. We must embrace the change that time brings and remember though we are not "new," we are just as
beautiful and valued.
We must learn to look in the mirror and rejoice in God's creativity and passion, just as we do with a
beautiful day in dappled sunlight and crisp breeze under tall trees in a garden.
I am writing this in the garden. I am learning to embrace this special place as my own. It is not enough to
simply caretake Jo's vision. I must step up and imprint my heart and dreams here as well, so the garden
will flourish. I need as well to embrace myself and imprint on me as well. I will go for a walk today to care
for my heart. I will read God's word to care for my mind. I will grow with my garden, every day - for I am
Created!
Anne Glovier/Mission: Growth Committee

ABC’s of THANKSGIVING
Although things are not perfect
Because of trial or pain
Continue in thanksgiving
Do not begin to blame
Even when the times are hard
Fierce winds are bound to blow
God is forever able
Hold on to what you know
Imagine life without His love
Joy would cease to be
Keep thanking Him for all the things
Love imparts to thee
Move out of “Camp Complaining”
No weapon that is known
On earth can yield the power
Praise can do alone
Quit looking at the failures
Redeem the time at hand
Start everyday with worship
T “thank” is a command
Until we see Him coming
Victorious in the sky
We’ll run the race with gratitude
eXalting God most high
Yes, there’ll be good times and yes, some will be bad, but

Zion waits in glory--- where none are ever sad.
By Cindy Blackmore
Author of "Remember to Laugh"

Mugumo Project Update- Pennies for Hope
You have read in recent issues about the life-changing work of the Mugumo
Project. It provides education for children living in a state-run orphanage in
Nairobi, Kenya.
Go to this link for their annual newsletter.
http://www.themugumoproject.org/projects/one-year-plus-some-our-annualnewsletter/

In the newsletter you will learn about the snowflakes project, Operation Baridi Blizzard. Please consider
making paper snowflakes and sending them to the orphanage, making it "snow" for Christmas. The address is
PO Box 23339, Lower Kabete, Nairobi, Kenya. You can also find this on their Facebook page; just search
"Mugumo Project." Instructions for making the snowflakes can be found at
http://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-Make-6-Pointed-Paper-Snowflakes/?ALLSTEPS
Your generous Pennies for Hope donations will make a huge difference in the lives of these precious children.

World AIDS Day
By Ruby Anthony
Aids or HIV happens to famous people as well as anyone else. You can go on the
computer and pull up “Famous People with AIDS.” It will list stars and other
famous people from different walks of life. But no matter who we are or where
we are from, we are all God's children and he loves us despite our illnesses,
weaknesses, selfishness, or whatever; we know he is always there for us.
I personally do not know anyone with HIV or AIDS, BUT I PRAY if someone I know or love contracts the disease,
I would still love and pray for that person, and do whatever I could do for that family member or friend. I know
that it would not be easy, but knowing God is our refuge and strength in any difficult situation, I know I would
get through it.
Since 1995 there are medications that can combat the disease. Visit www.hivcare.org for more information.
World AIDS Day has been December 1 each year since 1988. It gives us the opportunity to fight together and
make people aware of HIV/AIDS all over the world.

There are many things we can do with others around the world on December 1, 2015. We can pray for our
brothers and sisters, we could make signs or posters, or if your congregation would want to do something
different, I am sure you could come up with other wonderful ideas. Look online under "World AIDS Day" to
find many resources to help you discover a way to recognize December 1, 2015, as World AIDS Day.
Submitted by Ruby Anthony/Mission: Community Committee

NC Women travel to Lutheran World Relief Center
Following are impressions, comments and stories from the participants of a NC Women of the ELCA endorsed
bus trip to Maryland in September. Not all were signed and most have been edited.

Trip attendees standing before a tower of 50,000 quilts ready to be shipped.
A disparate group of women joined together to journey to Maryland September 24-27, 2015. These 27 women
consisted of several mother-daughter groups, several pastors, retired women as well as women who still work,
sisters, long-time friends, five members from the same congregation, some who regularly attended gatherings
as well as those we had never met. As we travelled to our destination, we bonded as we made introductions
and shared stories. The main objective of this trip had been designated as a “field trip” but, in all actuality, it

was a “mission trip.” Our goal was to volunteer a half day at Lutheran World Relief Center as well as SERRV, a
nonprofit organization with a mission to eradicate poverty wherever it resides by providing opportunity and
support to artisans and farmers worldwide. Unfortunately, due to time constraints, half of our group served at
LWR and the other half went to the SERRV warehouse; but we all had the opportunity to tour both facilities
for an overview of the work. Last but not least, as women are apt to do, we had a chance to shop at the SERRV
store and one surprise benefit we received was a discount for volunteering. After seeing the quality and
variety of the merchandise in the store, we may be more encouraged to order from the catalog, perhaps for
gift-giving or for personal use. – Susan Harris (President of the NC SWO)
When I first heard of the trip at Committee Day II in
January, I thought of Rachel Price and all the work she had
done over the years. I was hoping that she would be able
to make the trip. However, she later told me that she did
not think she would be able to attend. I thank Terri Brown
for getting this trip together [working with Christian Tours
to plan this trip]. Being able to see LWR Center and SERRV
and the work that is done by both organizations make it
more real for me. What a joy it has been for me to
increase my circle of friends – several women I did not
know. Hopefully, we will see them at some of the
Care kits packed and ready to help others.
Gatherings. Attending worship service at the Washington
National Cathedral was one of the many highlights. Volunteering at LWR and SERRV was a blessing. I would
encourage others to sign up for the next tour. It is a blessing to be a blessing. - Maxine Amos
The trip to the Lutheran World Relief was enlightening to see what happens to the quilts and kits that we
send. I worked in the area that packs the personal care kits and school kits with four other ladies. It was a time
of working and getting to know others. The ladies who travelled to Maryland want to plan another trip for
September 2016. We have discussed working one day at Lutheran World Relief, one day in Washington, D.C.
at Luther Place, which is a ministry for the homeless, and then go to Lancaster, PA to see the show “Samson.”
If you would be interested in this trip, please let Terri Brown know. Phone 704-857-4722 or email
tmbrown36@windstream.net
There are no words to express how thankful I am to have been able to attend this trip. I was overwhelmed by
the sight of thousands of quilts all packed up and ready to go to those in need. What a blessing it was to work
to help pack over 6,000 pounds of kits. It is interesting to think that God can use the small gifts we donate to
make such an impact. This trip will forever change my giving and prayers for Lutheran World Relief - Karen
Birkedal
I heard about this trip at church from Adeliah, who is always trying to get me to go somewhere. My biggest
impression was at the LWR facility. When I thought about all the quilts that our church had made and sent, I
thought the packaging and warehouse facility would be large and filled with workers so was surprised at how
small the packaging section was and how much could be done by just a few volunteers. Four of us packed

2,910 pounds of school kits and health kits in just a few
hours. Now when I think about our projects to collect
these materials, I will have so much more understanding
on how they will be used and sent. – Teresa Bazzle
Had a great time with my sisters in Christ and getting to
know more of them. Working at LWR center, very
rewarding. Getting to realize how many of us in the ELCA
care about others throughout the world. Hope we can
do it again. – Rhoda Hargrave
Our ladies wrapping packages for SERRV.
This trip to the LWR warehouse was a rewarding experience. It
was great seeing how much our women have given and all the
work that went into it. I also enjoyed getting to know members of
Women of the ELCA on our trip. Christian Tours is a great
company and our tour leader was amazing. Loved the daily
devotions. Hope we do another trip in the future.
– Barbara Fountain.

The five attendees from Mt. Olive-Hickory
Someone planned our days so that they were filled with many different activities – entertaining, educational,
relaxing, different types of food (all good). Made friends with new women, good devotions, learned life stories
of our friends. It is hard to choose a favorite activity but I think I would say learning more about LWR and
SERRV and being a “helping hand” for a few hours would have to be it. I had no idea that LWR was such a BIG
operation. I wish Rachel Price could have been with us! (Rachel has coordinated the N.C. LWR Collection for
many years.)
As the Mission Action chair/quilting chair for my congregation, I was given a brochure about the trip from Gail
Welch. I then advertised it to our quilting group and then in our newsletter for anyone else. We ended up with
five going. It would be great to do it again. It also would be beneficial to serve at the warehouse for two days
rather than just one. A great big thank you to everyone who had a part in the planning!
Maxine Amos told me I needed to go on this trip at the SWO Gathering AND she was right! Seeing the LWR
center was overwhelming. I would enjoy a future trip for two days at LWR and overnight stay at their
hospitality center. Exploring Baltimore and the Inner Harbor was a joy. The crab cake was phenomenal!
Washington National Cathedral! Not sure if I will ever have another chance to see this! Finally, I came to see

my friends and to make new ones. This is the same reason I come to committee day and the Annual
Gathering. I love my Lutheran sisters! - Alecia Harrison
Trip to LWR center was fantastic!!! Working in the warehouse really opened our eyes to the great need of the
world. Even though we packed school kits, baby and personal kits for 3-1/2 hours and our boxes packed
weighed a total of 6,150 pounds, that seemed like a lot but it is more like a big drop in the ocean. Churches
keep making the quilts and kits since a tornado, floods, hurricanes, etc. can really deplete the supply very
quickly. Also if you ever get the chance to go to Baltimore, don’t think twice about “can I do it.” Jump at the
chance. And did you know you can go on your own or with a group, stay on the grounds at the dorms, and
work as much as you would like!!! You also get to help with SERRV – sorting items, filling orders, etc. Come
volunteer now!!! - Jane Cadwallader
One of my favorite parts of the trip was our day volunteering. I was overwhelmed by the opportunity to put
my hands on kits going out to help others. Packing boxes, touring the facility, seeing the stacks of boxes ready
to be shipped, and standing in the “cathedral of quilt bundles” seemed almost a surreal experience. Every time
I tie a knot or sew the finishing stitches on a quilt, every time my circle rolls items into a towel for a health kit,
or packs a school kit, my heart will be back in the warehouse in New Windsor where Brenda led us through a
day of volunteering for LWR. - Debbie Carmack
Thinking about the quilts and kits from start to finish was a highlight. Seeing boxes from all over the USA and
knowing love of Jesus, love of neighbor brought all the kits and quilts together. Knowing the “middle” steps from our church, conference, state – to the world is helpful – and to find out history of SERRV and service
opportunities was awesome. Heard about the trip from Carolina Vine and invited my mother to partner with
me to take this trip. Really glad I did - Pr. Angela King Powell
I found it so rewarding to work at SERRV and LWR
assisting with preparing goods for marketing and
packaging LWR quilts and kits for shipping. The magnitude
of the job, the importance of volunteers, and the
tremendous volume of materials became a reality.
Additionally we were educated on the process and
stunned when we learned that 70,000 quilts – the largest
shipment ever – were just sent to Thailand. At SERRV, we
helped process or pack goods from Kenya, Peru, Vietnam,
and other third world nations produced by local co-ops,
largely manned and controlled by women supporting
their families. This day of work was accompanied by fun,
Touring Zion Lutheran Church in Baltimore

food and laughter. We cruised Baltimore harbor, explored Zion
Lutheran Church in Baltimore, shopped, worshipped at the
National Cathedral, and ate – a lot and well – including several
different bouts with delicious cheesecake. This was a wonderful
experience and I would encourage all to explore the meaning
behind our outreach programs.
Working at SERRV was my job. We first took trivets and put them
in bubble wrap bags, folded and taped them and gave them to
someone else to put on a “fragile” label and a bar code. We
wrapped about 135 of them. We started on cups from Vietnam to
be put in boxes. We had to make the boxes, put in the packing
material, wrap each cup in bubble wrap, put in more packing
materials, close the box with tape, put on a bar code. The quilts
were amazing and also the process of shrinking them down into
bundles. They need all the volunteers they can get. I enjoyed
seeing Zion Lutheran Church in Baltimore, started in 1755, it
served German speaking immigrants and still has a German service
National Cathedral
today. I enjoyed seeing the Baltimore waterfront, historical ships, and [cruising] on the Potomac River. – Kathy
Wallace Bailey
Wonderful group to be with for these four days! Learned so much about Lutheran World Relief and SERRV.
The volunteer work time was also a time of good fellowship and productivity. Really loved visiting Zion
Lutheran Church in Baltimore and learning so much of its history. Attending the liturgy at National Cathedral
was a highlight and a special memory. Hope to make another similar trip in the future! - Barbara Avard
We were at a monthly circle meeting and my sister shared the trip brochure with us. I thought what a great
trip that would be. We could do volunteer work, have fellowship with one another, make new friends with NC
sisters of the WELCA , sightsee, have fun at the same time and have a worship day at the Washington National
Cathedral. The volunteer day on Friday was great. I worked in the SERRV area and, as I worked, I thought we
truly were doing work for the Lord. We also had a great tour guide and bus driver. Both were very respectful
and took great care of all the women’s needs. I thank God that I was able to participate. I thank my sister for
sharing this trip with our women’s circle and I thank her for a time of love, healing, prayer and fellowship with
one another. I also would like to thank Terri Brown for coordinating this event. What a Joy to the Lord! Dianne Painter
I can now appreciate the quilts, health kits and other kits collected at church. Seeing how the quilts are packed
to be shipped was most amazing. Assembling the kits for SERRV and learning about their services and all their
volunteers was amazing. Touring the warehouse where supplies are stores prior to and after being prepared
for shipping was a humbling experience to think about all the hands over the U.S. that it took to make the
quilts and to assemble the kits. - Sylvia King

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA
PLANNING CALENDAR 2015 - 2016
29TH Anniversary of Women of the ELCA
August 2015 – July 2016
November 2015
1
1
6
13-14
15
December 2015
1
1
15
25

THANKOFFERING MONTH
Bulletin Deadline for December
All Saints Sunday
Church Women United, World Community Day
Lutheran World Relief Fall Collections Drop-Off Deadline
SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake
Bulletin Send December

CHRISTMAS
Bulletin Deadline for January
World AIDS Day
Bulletin Send January
Christmas

January 2016
1
11
15

Bulletin Deadline for February
Nominations for 2016 Elections Due to Sharon Johnson
Bulletin Send February

15
23
18-24
30
31

Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres
Committee Day II St. James-Fayetteville
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Committee Day II (Snow date)
Carolina Vine (Winter issue) Send out

February 2016
1
10
13
15
15
19-21
28

Black History Month
Bulletin Deadline for March
One Day Retreat – (held in many Conferences)
Ash Wednesday
Board Reports Due
Bulletin Send March
Conference of SWO Presidents – Chicago
Bold Women’s Sunday (Women of the ELCA Sunday)

March 2016
1
1
4-5

NEW YEAR

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
SWO Committee Reports Due for GPR
Bulletin Deadline for April
SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake

11-13
15
27
30

Spring Retreat – Kure Beach
Bulletin Send April
Easter
Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres

April 2016
1
1
15
15

Bulletin Deadline for May/June
Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications Deadline
Bulletin Send May/June
Carolina Vine (Spring issue) Send Out

May 2016
4

Rachel's Day

June 2016
1
3-4
24-26
25
30

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

Board Reports Due
NC Synod Assembly (tentative)
NC Women of ELCA SWO 29th Annual Gathering, Lenoir-Rhyne College
Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due
Committee Evaluations Due

July 2016
15
22-24
30

Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and President
Board Retreat – Location TBD
Carolina Vine (Summer issue) Send Out

August 2016
1
15
20

Bulletin Deadline for September
Bulletin Send September
Committee Day I – Mt. Moriah, China Grove

IMPORTANT REMINDER: The 2016 Annual Gathering of the NC Women of the ELCA will be held the
LAST weekend in June. Hold the dates: June 24-26, 2016. Our Chaplain will be the Rev. Nancy Kraft,
pastor at Holy Trinity in Charlotte. Our Keynote Speaker will be author, Cathy Lee Phillips from Georgia.
Her first book is entitled Silver in the Slop. Cathy is a delight and she is excited about joining us!

