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President's Message 

 
By Susan Propst Harris 

 

Things never stay the same, do they?  We are all faced with change in our lives. As the author, Nicholas Sparks, 

wrote in his book Message in a Bottle, “Things changed, people changed, and the world went rolling along 

right outside the window.” 

Our circumstances change. We move from one house to another, maybe a larger house when our families are 

growing or a smaller house as we age. Our jobs change.  We get a position with a new company or the 

company downsizes and we are no longer needed, or we reach retirement age. Our lives change as we add 

family members by birth or marriage, but we also lose family members by divorce and death.  

Change is often met with opposition and negativity. Some people think “change” is a bad word. I hope you are 

not one of those people. In some situations we may hear these words, “we’ve always done it this way,” 

especially in our congregations; but without change, things become stagnant and maybe a little boring. We 

should be willing to accept change and hopefully benefit from it or, at least, be open-minded. As Maya 

Angelou said, “If you don’t like something, change it. If you can’t change it, change your attitude.” 

This publication may be downloaded and printed without cost from our website www.ncwelca.org on the 

RESOURCES page. You may also receive the FREE online Carolina Vine by e-mail. Register in the right hand column of 

the home page of the website.  



Some things change and we barely notice, but other times we 

take affront to even the smallest change because we like 

stability in our lives.  We are faced with change at every turn.  

The seasons change, the weather changes, fashion and design 

changes, we change our minds.  

Rather than avoiding change, we should embrace it and what it 

brings. One of my favorite hymns, “Be Still, My Soul” contains 

these words, “In every change, God faithful will remain.” And if we remember the words of another hymn, 

“The church of Christ, in ev'ry age beset by change, but Spirit led,” we know that Jesus is at work in our lives 

and all the changes we encounter. 

If you see something that you think needs changing, what can you do?  Martin Luther said “If you want to 

change the world, pick up your pen and write.” Write your congressman, write the editor of the newspaper. 

Share your opinion and make a suggestion how things could be changed.  Quoting George Bernard Shaw, he 

said, “Progress is impossible without change.”   

The power of change lies within each one of us. Together we can change things, even if only a little at a time. 

Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 

world.” Just imagine what such a group of Women of the ELCA can do!   

  

Called to discipleship in Jesus Christ……  

By Lois Beddard, Mission: Growth 

The biblical basis for service in the body of Christ is giftedness, a call from 
God. From the beginning, the Bible reveals God’s plan for human beings as 
one of community, unity, equality, and shared responsibility.  
 
At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled both women and men alike. The Holy 
Spirit is sovereign and distributes gifts without preference and without 
regard to the rebukes of a fallen world (1 Corinthians 12:7, 11).  
 
As a result of this unbiased indwelling of the Holy Spirit, women were involved in all ministry positions and 
activities, including apostle (Romans 16:7); prophetic speaking (Acts 1:14; 1 Corinthians 11:5); serving as 
ministers, leaders, elders, or governors (Romans 16:1); coworkers (Philippians 4:2-3; Romans 16:3-5; Acts 
18:2); and gifted teachers who instructed men.  
 
We are called and privileged to participate in God's work in the world. God calls and empowers us for mission 
through baptism, as a community of believers justified by grace through faith. We seek the guidance of the 
Spirit in our planning. Grounded in God’s love and forgiveness, we are equipped to live and serve in the world. 
 
Women are pastors, accountants, chaplains, youth workers, musicians, evangelists, nurses, diaconal ministers 
and deaconesses, office managers, counselors, caregivers and associates in ministry. We believe God is calling 
us into the world — together. There are many needs to fill as we share God’s boundless love with the world. 



 
God has chosen life for the world. God has chosen you, with your unique gifts and abilities, and given you the 
freedom to match them up with the needs you see around you. 
 
What are you good at doing? What are you passionate about? What brings you joy? What experiences, 
circumstances and challenges have formed and prepared you for a new thing God may be doing with you?  
 
What are the needs of your community? Where is the good news of Jesus being lived out and proclaimed? 
What is the part you’ve been given to play in this story of God’s love for the world? 
 
Women of the ELCA provide anti-racism training; addresses domestic violence, commercial sexual 
exploitation, and human trafficking; and supports families with special needs. 

We assist participants in their desire to discern God’s call in their lives and to discover their spiritual gifts 
through workshops, retreats, resources, scholarships, and global education. 

What have you been called to do in God’s name with the gifts you have been given? 

 

 

LOVE 

By Susan P. Harris 

If you have read my message “From the Desk of the President” in the February Bulletin, 

you know that I focused on love.  Love is tantamount to Valentine’s Day but in late 

December and early January, I experienced some of the greatest love imaginable.   

Once again, my family experienced a death, not necessarily unexpected but nevertheless, emotional. My dear mother, 

Helen Propst, died just days before Christmas. My mother lived ninety-two, almost ninety-three years, and had a lot of 

experiences.  She was a daughter, a sister, a wife, a mother, a grandmother, and a great-grandmother. She loved her 

family and we all loved her as well.  Near the end of her life, she depended on her family and her caregivers to see to her 

daily needs; and we did those things because we loved her.  

I had been loved by my mother for all my sixty-two, almost sixty-three years, and it is hard to fathom my life without 

her. I will always love her and cherish the memories of the many things we did together, the things she did for me, and 

the things I did for her.  

But this is more than a story about the love between a mother and a daughter.  This is also about the love between 

friends and acquaintances, especially the NC Women of the ELCA.  Prior to my mother’s death, I know some of you were 

praying for her because her name was on our “Monday Prayer List.”  Even though you may not have known her, you said 

her name in prayer.  After her death, I received cards of condolence and expressions of sympathy on Facebook; I had 

conversations on the phone and personal visits.  I was hugged and my hand was held.  All these expressions of love 

helped me to get through a very difficult time. I was surrounded by love at a time when I most needed it.   

As I confronted my personal loss, I was reminded of your love and the love of Jesus conveyed in the words on cards that 

read “there are people who love you” or “thoughts of love are being sent your way.” And some of the cards referenced 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/scholarships-pages-57.php
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/news-celebrate-25th-anniversary-in-liberia-news-59.php?category-id=6


God’s love, such as “Praying that you will feel God’s loving arms around you” or “May you be enfolded in God’s loving 

arms” or even the reminder that “There’s a loving God watching over you.” 

Occasionally I will re-read some of these greeting cards and I am still comforted by the messages. The one I selected this 

morning reads, “A mother’s love lives in our hearts forever.”  I will move on through my days, always with thoughts of 

my mother and her love for me, but also knowing the love of my sisters in Christ, you, the Women of the ELCA. Thank 

you so much for your concern and your prayers.   

 

The Adventures of Jessie Hagen and the Mugumo Project 
 

By Donna Prunkl 
 
Many of you had the opportunity to meet and hear about the Mugumo Project from its founder and executive 
director, Jessie L. Hagen, at several of our recent Annual Gatherings. Some years ago, Jessie was one of our 
Young Women Guests. This winter I was surprised to learn that Jessie was joining the U.S. Army and entering 
basic training. I contacted her and she shared her interesting story.  
 

She explained that she had been pursuing this opportunity since last May.  
 
"This decision came out of my development studies last year. I started the 
course wanting to work in non-profits, but left with a whole new 
understanding of the world. The development/ non-profit industry proper is 
terribly flawed with things like Western imposition on developing countries, 
colonial baggage, media exploitation, and other issues. While no industry is 
perfect, I  determined that one of the few places I felt comfortable as force in 
the world would be if I worked for the U.S. government." 
 
"I come from an Army family--I am the only member of my immediate family 
yet to serve--and I was introduced to Civil Affairs by an Army friend of mine. 
Civil Affairs (CA) is the liaison between the Army and civilian communities. 
CAs are assigned to embassies all over the world where they implement 
development projects and work with the local government. This is my long 

term goal for the Army. I know that I will be a great asset to this branch!"  
 
Those of us who have come to know Jessie agree with her. She would be a strong asset to any organization 
that serve others in need. Being a Bold Woman of God she shared, "I chose the Army over the State 
Department because I am excited by the physical and mental challenge the military offers. This is unlike 
anything I have ever done before and I am beyond excited to push myself into unchartered territory."  
 
She shared her training timeline: Basic Combat Training until the end of March, Officer Candidate School until 
June, then Airborne School, and finally Basic Officer Leadership Course (my specialized training in whatever 
branch I get as an officer). "All in all I should have my first assignment by December of next year!," she said. 
 
"The Mugumo Project will continue on and I will continue to be very involved. I am taking a four month break 
while I complete basic training and have delegated out responsibilities to the rest of the Board." Jessie shared 
her board contact information with our NC SWO Officers and Board. 

Jessie L. Hagen 



 
The Board asks that you join us in prayer for Jessie. Heavenly Father, keep Jessie safe and well in the shadow 
of your wing. Help her to grow in wisdom and strength, so she can be an angel to many others in harm's way. 
Amen. 
 
Thank you all for your support of last year's Pennies for Hope Project that benefited the Mugumo Project. Some 
$5357.39 was donated. Children of the government run orphanage at of Nairobi, Kenya, will be able to receive 
an education and hope because of your generosity.  

 
A Report of Operation Baridi Blizzard in Nairobi 

This note is from the teacher hired by The Mugumo Project to serve the children at the orphanage.  

An onslaught of carefully crafted snowflakes (Many from N.C. SWO) has arrived from four different countries 

at the Nairobi Children's Home and the walls are "chillin'" with the blizzard. Teacher, Judith Randiek, says, 

"Thank you so much to everyone who sacrificed his or her time to make snowflakes for us...we have really 

appreciated it and we salute you all! Thank you so much for the love you have for Kenya and for our children. 

May God bless you all!" 

 

 

Promote the Christine Bohr Anderson Scholarship 

By Linda Hewitt 

Christine Bohr Anderson, the first Lutheran woman to be ordained in the North Carolina Synod, was our 

keynote speaker at the NC SWO Gathering in June 2015 at Lenoir-Rhyne University.  During her This 

scholarship is awarded to a North Carolina woman who is going into the ministry or is presently studying at a 

Lutheran Seminary. The Women of the ELCA present this to qualified candidates each year. A list of eligible 



candidates is provided by the NC Synod. Applicants must be full time seminary 

students, must be from North Carolina and must meet all the requirements as laid 

out in the application forms. These forms were mailed to qualified women in 

January 2016 and must be returned to Linda Hewitt no later than May 1, 2016. The 

scholarship committee then chooses the most qualified applicant and announces 

the winner at the Annual Gathering in June at Lenoir-Rhyne University. 

We ask that each woman in NC Women of the ELCA make your congregation aware 

of this scholarship. I gave a short Temple Talk in church one Sunday. Another 

option is to put a note into your church newsletter or the Sunday bulletin about 

this scholarship. We would like to provide more than a one $1,000 scholarship each 

year or award more than one recipient. The money donated is tax deductible and 

can be made in honor of or in memory of someone, or it can be simply given as a 

gift to support the NC Women of the ELCA ministries. 

When you receive donations for this scholarship, send them to Terri Brown, treasurer of the NC Women of the 

ELCA, 1112 Cruse Road, Salisbury, NC 28146 and note "CBA Scholarship" on the check.  If the donations are in 

honor or in memory of someone, please make sure the appropriate person's contact information gets to Terri, 

so she can send an acknowledgement. 

Let's continue to support the Christine Bohr Anderson Scholarship Fund in order to support our North Carolina 

women called to ordained Word and Sacrament ministry. 

Linda Hewitt, CBA Scholarship Chairwoman, Mission: Community 

 

How Do I Get Tabs to Charity Houses? 
 

By Tonie Neal, Mission: Community                              
 
Recently in our local paper the above question was asked and 
answered by our local writer, Catherine Pritchard of the Fayetteville 
Observer. I felt this was good information to pass on to our NC SWO as 
well. Local McDonald's normally don't have any information on how 
to get the aluminum tabs to the Ronald McDonald House. But the 
nonprofit operation that provides inexpensive lodging for families of 
seriously ill children being treated at nearby hospitals, will be glad to 

accept them. There are six such houses in N.C.: Chapel Hill, Charlotte, Durham, Winston-Salem and two in 
Greenville. You can deliver the tabs to one of the houses. For their addresses, go to rmhc.org/chapter-
search and follow the prompts. You also are able to drop them off at any American Legion Post in the state. A 
member will deliver them to a Ronald McDonald House. To find a post near you, go to nclegion.org. You may 
also take the tabs to an aluminum recycler, redeem them and drop the proceeds off at any McDonald's 
Restaurant or Ronald McDonald House. Finally, you can take them to Lenior-Rhyne University, Hickory, N.C., in 
June, at the Annual NC SWO Gathering and leave them for your faithful Mission Community members to 
transport to a local Ronald McDonald Home. Are you collecting your tabs? Be a "doer."   

The Rev. Christine 

Bohr Anderson 

http://rmhc.org/chapter-search
http://rmhc.org/chapter-search
http://nclegion.org/


Spring Retreat at Kure Beach 

March 11-13 , 2016 

Kure Beach Retreat Center 

Kure Beach, NC 

Registration Deadline is February 26, 2016. 

The topic is "Prayers of Jesus" led by Kathy Wallace Bailey. 

Don't miss our most popular NC SWO retreat.  

If you have a daughter, granddaughter, niece, friend between the ages of 11-17, bring her with you. The cost 

for these girls is $40.00 and they have a separate program and housing. We can offer this great price because 

of the Leadership Legacy scholarship program for young women. Get the registration brochure from the home 

page or the EVENTS page on the website. www.ncwelca.org.  

IMPORTANT! If you have an older brochure, the zip code is incorrect for the registrar. It should be 28146. If 

you have already mailed your registration, please contact Terri Brown by email or phone to make sure she 

received it. tmbrown36@windstream.net or call 704-857-4722.  

 

2016 Annual Gathering of the NC Women of the ELCA 

June 24-26, 2016 

Lenoir-Rhyne University - Hickory, NC 

Our Gathering/Planning Committee has been hard at work in preparations for a 

fantastic inspiring gathering that will empower our women to serve Christ in their 

church, their communities and the world!  

Registration Forms are now on the NC SWO website www.ncwelca.org and in the 

monthly Bulletin sent to all Congregational Unit presidents and others as 

requested.  

Remember that your congregation can send a Young Woman Guest for free and middle-school through 

college-aged young women at a reduced rate. Be sure to support the Leadership Legacy Program that makes 

these special rates for young women possible.  

The GATHERING PLANNING REPORT (GPR) will be available online   
 

During the gathering you may access the Gathering Program called the GPR on your laptop, iPad or smart 
phone. If you prefer a hard copy, hopefully your church will print it for you. The NC Women of the ELCA is 
trying to be more fiscally responsible by eliminating printing and binder costs this year and moving forward. 



IF you want a hardcopy/paper copy, please indicate that on the Registration Form and add $10.00 to your 
total registration amount. These prepaid binders will be distributed during Registration June 24-26 to those 
who have ordered them. (We would ask that you return the binders when you turn in keys, evaluations, name 
tags, etc., before you head home.) 
 
There will be no extra hardcopies available at Lenoir-Rhyne for the weekend. (Sunday Worship Programs will 
be available in the Chapel.) 
 
As we get closer to the Gathering, look for announcements that the GPR is posted on the website 
(ncwelca.org) and ready to download for printing. 

 

THE BISHOP IS COMING! THE BISHOP IS COMING! 
 
We are very happy to announce that the Rev. Tim 
Smith, newly-elected NC Synod bishop, will be bringing the 
message to us on June 26, at the 29th Annual NC Synodical 
Women's Organization Gathering. He will join us in Grace 
Chapel for Sunday Morning Worship. 
 
June 26, at the 29th Annual NC Synodical Women's 
Organization Gathering This will be Bishop Smith's first NC 
Women of the ELCA event. We look forward to sharing part of 
the weekend with him. (He only had two open weekends 
when he was contacted and now he has only one! God is 

looking after us, even as we plan... Pray for our busy bishop.) 
 
By Patti Lovell, Gathering Planning Committee 

 

 

I Am Created-Called-Empowered! 2016 Explanation of our NC SWO Theme*  

 
By Donna Prunkl 

Every single one of us is created, lovingly molded by God, and each is called to share 

her individual God-given gifts. Some women are called to lead, some to serve and 

others to be still and pray. And we support one another in these callings; reassured that 

in and through whatever we do in God’s name, we are empowered and guided by the 

promised Holy Spirit. Through our faith we are never alone. 

In this logo, we find God’s mighty hands holding a simple egg or a seed; each 

symbolizes CREATION. The dove soars forth, CALLED by Jesus Christ into the world. 

Flames, representing the Holy Spirit, are the tongues of fire that danced above the 

disciples at Pentecost. The Holy Spirit abides within us; we are each EMPOWERED by 

God’s presence in our lives. 

 Go boldly, for you are a Created, Called and Empowered woman of God! 

T-Shirts imprinted with the theme logo will be available to order on the registration forms for $10.  

http://ncwelca.org/


Something to Ponder 

By Patti P. Lovell, Gathering Planning Co-chair  

As you know, the Gathering Planning Committee (GPC) asks that 

you take time over the NC SWO Gathering weekend to complete 

an evaluation form. When the newly-elected Board hits the 

ground running with its first meeting in July, the evaluations 

have been summarized and are shared with Board Members. On 

Committee Day I in August, these evaluations are shared with NC 

SWO Committee members. The planning that GPC does for the next NC SWO Gathering is guided by these evaluations. 

So as the NC SWO Board and members of the Gathering Planning strive to make your next Annual Gathering “all you 

want it to be,” please consider this question: What will you bring to the Gathering? 

Think about it. Whether we are going to the grocery store, out to eat or to a movie, we are making choices. When we 

are attending the NC Women of the ELCA Gathering, we are making choices: dorm preference, food selection, 

Awareness Sessions, etc. Our experiences depend on the choices we make and no two people will likely wind up with 

the exact same experience.  

As you consider all the opportunities that will be offered over the weekend of the Annual Gathering, prayerfully 

contemplate what you can choose to bring with you. What will you bring to the Gathering? Will you bring a smile; a 

hug; a word of encouragement or appreciation; an open heart; an open mind; a spirit for renewal? 

Being an active participant in almost anything depends on your choices. Think about what you can bring with you to the 

Gathering. Remember, though, as children of God, our choices ultimately bless us with a shared experience: God’s grace 

and mercy and love. 

Lutheran Services Carolinas In-Kind Collection 

The Valentine candy and cards have been opened; now it's time to share 

our love in a different way.  

At the June, 2015 NC Women of the ELCA Gathering over $1100 cash and 

nearly $1900 in in-kind-gifts were collected for Lutheran Services 

Carolinas.  More cash and less in-kind-gifts were collected than in 2014. 

Thank you for your support of this worthy project. 

 See the attached list of needs for Lutheran Services Carolinas for 2016. All 

the items requested are things we all use in our homes such as toiletries, 

cleaning supplies, school supplies, clothing, and household items. Also, 

monetary donations help Lutheran Services Carolinas purchase necessary 

items for those we serve.  Please bring in-kind gifts and monetary donations from your congregation to the NC 

Women of the ELCA Gathering at Lenoir-Rhyne University on June 24 and 25, 2016. So start your collection 

NOW! A list of In Kind Needs for 2016 is attached. 

Blessings to all who help Lutheran Services Carolinas.   



CHILD & FAMILY SERVICES 

PROGRAM NEEDS 2016 

 

Thank you for your support of LSC child and family services. Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated. 

If you prefer to make a cash donation in lieu of or in addition to an in-kind gift, please make checks payable to 

LSC and mark child and family services in the memo field. 

For more information, contact Kristen Kitchen at (704) 754-8229 or kkitchen@LSCarolinas.net.  

 

 

CLOTHING & RECREATIONAL ITEMS 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

 

 All types of new clothing for infants to 18 years old 
including new hats and sneakers 

 Books, arts and crafts supplies 

 DVDs and CDs 

 Computer games 

 Board games 

 

 

 Book bags 

 Spiral notebooks 

 Notebook paper 

 Markers and colored pencils 

 Pencils and pencil sharpeners  

 Rulers 

 Safety scissors 

 Erasers 

 Pencil bags 

 

 

 

TOILETRIES 

 

CLEANING SUPPLIES 

 

NEW HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

 

 Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

 Deodorant and bar soap 

 Liquid hand soap 

 Shampoo 

 Conditioner 

 Hand lotion 

 Shaving supplies 

 Hairbrushes and combs 

 Dental floss 

 Toilet paper 

 

 

 Dish soap 

 Dishwasher detergent 

 Laundry detergent 

 Glass cleaner 

 All purpose cleaners 

 Toilet bowl cleaners 

 Paper towels 

 Pledge or similar for dusting 
 

 

 Bath towels and washcloths  

 Kitchen towels, dishcloths, and 
potholders 

 Blankets or quilts 

 Bed pillows 

 Sheet sets (twin and queen) 

 Pots, pans, cooking utensils 

 New or gently used rolling 
suitcases 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
PLANNING CALENDAR 2015 - 2016 

29TH Anniversary of Women of the ELCA 

March  – August 2016 

  

  

 

March 2016 

1 

 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

SWO Committee Reports Due for GPR 

1 

4-5 

11-13 

Bulletin Deadline for April  

SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake 

Spring Retreat – Kure Beach 

15 Bulletin Send April  

27 Easter 

30 Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres 

  

April 2016 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 
1  

9  

9  

Bulletin Deadline For May/June 

Rowan Spring Gathering, St. Luke's in Mt. Ulla 

Salem Spring Gathering, Augsburg in Winston 

9 

15 

15 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

23 

30 

 Sandhills Spring Gathering, St. James in Fayetteville  

Bulletin Send May/June  

Carolina Vine (Spring Issue) Send Out  

Blue Ridge Spring Gathering, Calvary in Morganton 

Cabarrus/Stanly Spring Gathering, Calvary in Concord  

Catawba Spring Gathering, Mt. Zion in Conover  

Mecklenburg/Union Spring Gathering, Community In Christ in Cornelius  

Southwestern Spring Gathering, Emmanuel in Lincolnton  

Alexander /Iredell Spring Gathering, Friendship in Taylorsville  

 Central/Northern Spring Gathering, First in Greensboro  

  

May 2016 

1 

4             

 

Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications Deadline  

Rachel's Day 

 

 

June 2016 

1 

3-4 

 

 

Board Reports Due 

NC Synod Assembly (tentative) 

24-26 

25 

NC Women of ELCA SWO 29th Annual Gathering, Lenoir-Rhyne College 

Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due  

30 

 

Committee Evaluations Due 

 

 

 

 



 

 

July 2016 

15 

22-24 

30 

Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and President 

Board Retreat – Location TBD 

Carolina Vine (Summer issue) Send Out 

 

August 2016  

1 Bulletin Deadline for September  

15 Bulletin Send September  

20 Committee Day I – Mt. Moriah, China Grove 

 

 

 

  

  


