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                  From the desk of the President 

  

  Are we moving forward or are we going backward?  With this pandemic it 

often seems out of control.  At the Conference of Presidents, which was vir-

tual this year, we were asked to Pivot and Not Panic.  This means going about 

our business in different ways.  The 2020 Triennial Gathering will be held virtual on August 3-5 

for delegates only.  Yes, we will sit at our computer screens each day from 1:00 until 5:00 and 

possibly longer.  This is new for all voting members who will participate.  Please keep all ladies 



                                                                                                                                                                                                   

from across the 64 Synods in your prayers as we elect new officers, vote on proposed 
constitution changes, set schedules, make proposals for other changes, and hear 
speeches. 

Yes, North Carolina is also trying to make changes.  Our annual Gathering will be held 
on September 18,2021 at St. Mark’s Lutheran in Mooresville. I do hope every Congrega-
tional Unit will have a voting member present.  It is only for one day and we have a lot 
to discuss as well as electing officers for the 2020 year as well as those for the 2021 
year.  If you are interested in running for an Officer or Board Member position get your 
nomination in now or yes, you can present it at the Gathering but remember to have 
plenty of copies of your biographical information.  Please help us to make this event 
happen.   

Even though we are slowly getting our organization back to normal, it is still going to 
take each one of us to put forth the effort as we move forward. 

We are collecting for our Pennies Project for this year.  Send your contributions to our 
Treasurer, Nena Babb, along with your monthly offerings.  

During August we will focus our attention on Voter Privilege.  This as you know is a very 
hot and debated topic.  September is about  Elder Care and Elder Abuse.  

 

Thank you for your hard work. 

May you have JOY, PEACE, LOVE, and Good Health during 2021. 

Jane Cadwallader, President of the North Carolina WELCA 
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Gathering Planning Committee—Joyce Ohlson, Linda Davis,  

Cindy Whisenant 
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    Women of the ELCA Annual Gathering 

        September 18, 2021   8 am- 2 pm 

         St Mark’s Lutheran Church      

          454 Fieldstone Road, Mooresville 

 
The 2020/2021 NC SWO Annual Gathering will be held on Saturday, September 18th 2021, at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church in Mooresville NC.  Gathering Registration will begin at 8:00am and breakfast will be served during Regis-
tration.  If you did not send payment with your Registration Form, we will collect the $15.00 registration cost at the 
door.  Please make checks payable to “St. Mark’s WELCA”.  We will collecting pop tops and empty prescription 
bottles during registration so please bring them with you to the Gathering. 
 
Jane Cadwallader, NC SWO President, will call the Gathering to order at 9:00am and our Chaplain, Susan Harris, 
will present a Devotional before the Business Session begins.  During the Business Session, we will be voting to 
adopt a 2022-2023 Budget and we’ll be presenting a change to our Constitution to eliminate the Treasurer’s Assis-
tant role.  We will also hold all missed 2020 & 2021 elections, which means we will be electing an entirely new 
slate of Officers and Board Members by the end of the day.    
 
If all goes as planned, we should be able to conclude the Gathering between 2:00-2:30pm.  Bishop Smith will be 
joining us at the end of our day for a short Worship Service and to install the newly elected NC SWO Officers and 
Board.   
 
Due to the ongoing and increasing threat of COVID, St. Mark's is implementing the following guidelines for the 
Gathering.  We hope these additional guidelines will keep our Gathering safe while we conduct the business at 
hand. 

1.  Everyone attending will be asked to wear a mask (except when eating) regardless of vaccination status.  In 
case you forget your mask, we'll have plenty of masks and gloves on hand if anyone needs them. 

 
2.  Each Voting Member will be seated 6-foot apart for social distancing.  Each station will have their own mini 
bottle of hand sanitizer.  There will be plenty of hand sanitizer at stations throughout the Family Life Center. 

 
3.   We will be restricting the number of women in the restrooms at any given time. 
 
4.   All side doors and the front doors of the Family Life Center will be open throughout the event.  If it's a chilly 
day, please bring a sweater or jacket with you. 

 
       5.   Strict protocols will be followed to ensure food safety at the Gathering.   All of the ladies at St. Mark's will 
be wearing masks & gloves while preparing all of the food for the Gathering and while serving food at the event 
 



(Annual Gathering, continued).   

If you need a hotel, here is the information for NC WELCA discount: 
             Holiday Inn Express 
             130 Norman Station Blvd 

Mooresville NC  28117 
Phone #704-662-6900 
Rate = $110/night for single or double occupancy 
Dates this rate is available = Sept 17th - 19th 

 
 
If there is anything else you need before registering for the Gathering, or if you have any questions or concerns, 
please reach out to Lorri at the email address or phone number below.  We look forward to seeing you on Sept. 
18th @ St. Mark's in Mooresville! 
 
God's Peace, 
Lorri Monterose 
NC Women of the ELCA Conference Coordinator 
St. Mark's Women of the ELCA Co-Chair 
MonteroseWelding@aol.com  
Cell # 704-657-1792 
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ORDINATION OF KARIN O’DONNELL 

 
Some of you may remember Karin O’Donnell when she served on the Board of the NC 
Women of the ELCA.   You may remember, during that time, Karin introduced us to “Zoom” 
bags that we could assemble and give to people in need.    

After Karin’s tenure on the board, she entered seminary at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  Ka-
rin served as an intern at Christ the King, Cary, and has now accepted a call to serve as 
the pastor at Mt. Hebron in Hildebran.  Karin credits the Women of the ELCA, the Synodi-
cal Board, and the Today’s Dream; Tomorrow’s Reality team for nurturing and supporting 
her, among many others. 

Karin was ordained on Saturday, July 17 at Christ the King, Cary.  Several of the women 
who had worked with and knew Karin during her time with the NC Women of the ELCA at-
tended her ordination.   She will be installed as the pastor at Mr. Hebron on Sunday, Au-
gust 15. 

As she begins her new role as a parish pastor, please keep her in your prayers.  And since her congregation is so 
close to Hickory, maybe we will see her at Lenoir-Rhyne for our next Annual Gathering held there. 

 

mailto:MonteroseWelding@aol.com


Dear Ladies of NC WELCA 

I answered the call from Tonie Neal and Rachel Price earlier this year and consented to be the LWR 

contact person for North Carolina Women of the ELCA.  Rachel sent me all of the information that 

she had accumulated over the years and contact information for trucking companies and churches 

who are drop-off locations.  So, in May, I proceeded to contact churches to confirm drop-off locations 

and to contact trucking companies to take our quilts and kits to New Windsor, MD.  The people with 

the trucking companies that I contacted were very nice, but I was told that they would not be able to 

help us this year.  The pandemic and various other reasons had severely impacted their ability to hire 

truck drivers and other trucking personnel. The trucking companies each said they were not able to 

take on new pick-up and deliveries.  I had even called companies that were not on Rachel&#39;s list.   I 

have had two companies tell me that they may be able to help us out after Christmas.   As I went 

through the lists, I had called one of Rachel&#39;s contacts but had not heard back from him.  I was getting 

really discouraged.   

In July, I heard back from Rachel’s contact.  He had changed jobs and was working with another  

trucking company.  In my conversation with him, he told me that he supported what we were doing 

and he was going to try and work with his new company and help us get our quilts and kits to 

Maryland this November.  He had assistance from North Carolina terminal managers to make the 

plan work and that he was going to do his best to make the pick-up dates work out. He worked out a 

proposal for the company president with our pick-up locations and the trucking terminals who would 

handle the in-gathering. He let me know this week that he was turned down for the proposal but that 

something may be worked out in the early spring of 2022. The problem continues to be the lack of 

truck drivers and personnel in the trucking industry. 

At this time, it looks as if we will not be able to have an in-gathering of quilts and kits for November. I 

know that I am disappointed and am like most of you that my church is running out of room to store 

our quilts. As soon as it is possible, we will have an in-gathering. It just will not be this year. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Terri Brown 

tmbrown366@gmail.com 

704-213-4202 
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What’s Going On in North Carolina? 

     This is a new  section of our Bulletin.  Our readers are wanting to know more about you and your congre-

gations. Everyone is welcome to participate.  Write a paragraph about what is going on  in  your church or 

church group. For example, a new pastor, your gracious gift-giving, your church anniversaries, your Out-

reach Ministries, etc. You can send a picture, if you’d like; also send  your Conference ,  the name of your 

church and your town.  Please send your short article   to Joyce Ohlson at karmagma@ gmail.com 

 

The women of Redeemer Lutheran-Gastonia gathered recently to celebrate “Christmas in August” and wish Happy 
Birthday to  Jesus a little early this year. 

With the surge in Covid we did not know if we would be able to meet in December for our annual Christmas Din-
ner.  A few of our ladies cooked a traditional Christmas dinner of Chicken and Dressing casserole, green beans, sweet 
potato casserole, cranberry sauce, rolls and a Birthday Cake for dessert.  We sang Christmas carols, read the Christ-
mas story from Luke, played a few fun games, enjoyed some bingo with prizes and closed with a candle lighting ser-
vice as we sang Joy to the World.  Each guest brought towels and washcloths to be given to a local assisted living fa-
cility as Christmas gifts for their residents.  We had a wonderful turnout and even gained a few new members.  We 
look forward to doing this on an annual basis. Starting a new tradition for our WELCA group. 

Article submitted by Marguerite Taylor,  South Western Conference 

NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA Calendar 

 
August 2021        Recycling/Global Warming 
21…………………………….Registration Deadline for Gathering 
 
September 2021       Elder Care/Abuse 
12……………………...Gods Work, Our Hands Sunday 
18…………………………….Annual Gathering Mooresville 
 
October 2021        Immigration Reform 
November 2021    Veterans Affairs 
December 2021      Affordable Housing/HOmelessness 
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Justice  Committee—Anita Miller and Tonie Neal 

 

 

Pennies Project 2/1/2021-1/31/2022   

 
 

Home is Key , Homeward Bound, Asheville 

   After years of studying the community need and operating a small permanent supportive housing residence, Home-
ward Bound has a housing solution that will provide stability, safety, and improved quality of life for 85 of our commu-
nity’s most vulnerable homeless neighbors. The solution is Home is Key. Homeward Bound is in contract to purchase 
the Days Inn motel property located on Tunnel Road in Asheville. The repurposed motel will provide efficiency apart-
ments and space for extensive supportive services with partners including Sunrise Community Wellness and Recovery, 
Haywood Street Congregation, Appalachian Mountain Centers/Dale Fell clinic, and others. 
   Data from the Woodfin Apartments, Homeward Bound’s permanent supportive housing residence, shows that since 
its inception in 2016, 90% of individuals housed have remained on there. Mission Hospital reported that after follow-
ing Homeward Bound clients a year before they were moved into housing and a year after, their emergency depart-
ment visits decreased by 50%. A gentleman who was once the most arrested person in Asheville for nuisance crimes 
decreased his interaction with law enforcement by 83% after moving into the Woodfin 

Eden Village of Wilmington Update 

Thank you for your continued encouragement and financial support as we steadily move forward with 
this effort to house the chronically homeless who have been living on the streets of Wilmington for 
over a year. The target population remains about 100 people. Please continue to spread the word by 
sending people to our recently renovated website at edenvillagewilmington.org.  

Dear NC WELCA- 
Thank you so much for your tremendous generosity in supporting Youth4Aboli-
tion with the proceeds of your 2020 Pennies Project.  These funds are sup-
porting our Youth4Abolition mission to grow prevention and awareness focused 
on stopping human trafficking with THIS Generation.  As you know, the pan-
demic did NOT slow us down, but we continue to build our presence with a new 
chapter at Montreat College starting this fall and another in Cary, NC at Green 
Hope HS.  Our student leaders are researching on how to build our advocacy engagement at the chapter lev-
el.  These leaders are working to help the club members better understand the bills and laws in process at the local, 
state and national level that will help victims and survivors, and prosecute perpetrators as well as support further 
awareness of the issue of Human Trafficking.  Many of our high school graduates take the cause to their college 
years and continue the leadership and passion of the topic in their future careers. 
 Without you, Youth4Abolition would not be where we are today.  We appreciate your continued engagement and 
thoughts and prayers. 
 Have a blessed summer and continue your mission and impact.iwww.youth4abolition.com 
Sincerely, 

 Cindy Quinlan 
International Director Youth4Abolition 
Cindy@Youth4Abolition.com 

https://api.neonemails.com/emails/tracking/click-link/QYmMqsgw5C8Yec-Zok46FlNya7pnsJs8NY30TiukSys=/7r91yLoPmgfdo5yvnDbVPWZHRhmNDGvLPaaIm0Y3ppA=
http://www.youth4abolition.com/
mailto:Cindy@Youth4Abolition.com
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The South is More Vulnerable to Tornadoes 

 

All of us have different opinions on the climate changing.  The why, the where, the is or is not it? 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 the Fayetteville Observer, (front page), again my hometown newspaper, wrote 

about tornadoes. The article quoted 25 people killed in Tennessee in March, then in April one killed 34 in 

South Carolina and Mississippi. 

              “By the end of the year in 2020 deadly tornadoes had hit every Southern State, killed at least 72 people 

            and caused more then $2 billion in Property Damage. Researchers say a number of factors put the South at  

            greater risk for tornado casualties and damage  than  traditional “Tornado Alley” of the Great Plains. And  

            the risk is growing.” 

There was a 33% increase in tornadoes the lst 20 years. Folks now have cell phones  and can send that news 

to a reporter in a few seconds. So how much is social media and how much is better technology, playing a 

part of e numbers known about over this span of years?  Another factor spoken of in he article is the in-

creased density  of our population and towns. We have more folks and more homes, buildings, businesses 

that the tornadoes might come in contact with, than earlier. NC has had a nice increase in populations and 

business over the last 20 years. 

The manufactured housing has increased over the years and has become affordable housing jfor folks. 

These homes are particularly vulnerable to high winds. No basements or shelters underneath them, giving 

the people little safety. 39% of the deaths in 2018 were associated with manufactured homes, jkbkut only 

manufactured homes encompasses 65 of the nations housing, according to study published by Villanova’s 

Strader and Northern Illinois by Walker Ashley. And another factor that causes problems are our forests. 

We have a lot of trees, not so many as in “Tornado Alley”.  Trees cause a lot of damage , whipping through 

the air. 

The storms form when warm air at he ground collides with colder air above, then winds in the upper blow 

in a different direction than the wind on the ground. We have the Gulf of Mexico bringing in warm and the 

sending us cold, so they do not mix, they twirl. 

Storms are continuing to come, tornadoes will form out of these storm. People and businesses will continue 

to build in towns and cities.  Folk will continue to buy affordable housing. Doi you  see a solution?  Ladies 

there is so much of our environment we cannot control. Find your gift and give it to the world, for our Dear 

Lord. I also believe prayer is a game changer.  

Submitted by Tonie Neal-Justice Ministry, NC WELCA 

Ref: Why the South is more Vulnerable to deadly Tornadoes by Adam Friedman, Caitlin Herrington, Mary Landers,  and Gabriela 

Szymanowska, USA today 
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Eleventh Triennial Convention 

 
The Eleventh Triennial Convention of the Women of the ELCA was held August 3-5 as a virtual event.  Because of 
COVID-19, the in-person convention and gathering that had been scheduled for July 2020 was postponed and re-
scheduled.  The voting members who were elected at our Synodical Women’s Gathering in 2019 participated in 
the online convention.  A group of them gathered at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Claremont, but because of dis-
tance, everyone could not be in the same location.   

Anita Miller, Karen Overcash, and Nena Babb served as first-time voting members.  The other voting members 
were Tamarah Hefner, Susan Harris, Maxine Amos, Alecia Harrison, and SWO President, Jane Cadwallader.  The 
experience was not the same as if we had been gathered in-person with women from all across the country in 
Phoenix but we made the best of a bad situation.   

About 260 Women of the ELCA voting members approved several constitutional changes, one of which reduced 
the size of its churchwide board from 21 to 15 members while making it more inclusive.  They also elected new 
churchwide officers and an executive board, adopted a 2022 budget, and approved several memorials. 

Officers elected include:  Joy Michalicek of Duluth, Minn. (Northeastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organiza-
tion), Churchwide president; Freddie Jordan of Columbus, Ohio (Southern Ohio Synodical Women’s Organiza-
tion), vice president; Angela Bell of Palos Heights, Ill. (Metro Chicago Synodical Women’s Organization), secre-
tary; and Raeann Purcell of Deland, Fla. (Florida-Bahamas Synodical Women’s Organization), treasurer.   

Board members who were elected include: Jean Pishaw (Oregon Synodical Women’s Organization), Tracy Wil-
liams (Southwest California Synodical Women’s Organization), Laura Krueger (Grand Canyon Synodical Women’s 
Organization), Diane Henning (Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization), Miranda Searcy (Arkansas-
Oklahoma Synodical Women’s Organization), Lorie Garcia (Southwestern Texas Synodical Women’s Organiza-
tion), Dawn Wicklund (Northwest Synodical Women’s Organization of Wisconsin), Elizabeth Burgess (New Eng-
land Synodical Women’s Organization), Jennifer Armstrong-Schaefer (Southwestern Pennsylvania Synodical 
Women’s Organization), Lynette Todd (Delaware-Maryland Synodical Women’s Organization), and Yma 
Mulero (Caribbean Synodical Women’s Organization). 

These officers and board member will serve through August 2023, when the next Triennial Convention and Gath-
ering is scheduled to be held in Phoenix, Arizona.  

In other business, voting members approved a fiscal year 2022 budget of $1,636,250.   

The convention approved updates to the organization’s constitutions and bylaws. Highlights that may be of par-
ticular interest include: 

Participating in a congregational unit is encouraged but no longer required for leadership in either the synodi-
cal or churchwide expressions of Women of the ELCA; however, voting membership in an ELCA congregation is 
required. 

Reducing the number of churchwide executive board members from 21 to 15, including the four officers. 

Creating more flexibility for synodical women’s organization boards: The board may number “3 or more” without 
requiring approval from the churchwide executive board to change the number of SWO board members. 



(Eleventh Triennial , Continued) 

Allowing two members of the same congregational unit to serve as leaders of an SWO; one as an officer and 
the other as a board member. 

Voting members adopted several memorials including two that were sent from the North Carolina Synodical 
Women’s Organization regarding engaging in education against school violence and mass shootings and focus-
ing on unjust treatment of women and girls by providing education and prayers for those who have been vic-
timized and giving voice and support to those who willingly acknowledge such treatment by saying 
#METOO.  Both of those memorials were approved by the NC Women of the ELCA at our 2019 Annual Gather-
ing. 

The convention offering will be divided equally between Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest and the on-
going ministries of the churchwide women’s organization, as designated by the churchwide executive board. 
Gifts will be accepted through the end of August.  Individual gifts may be made online using a credit or debit 
card by going to welca.org/give and selecting “Triennial Convention Offering 2021” as the designation. Alter-
nately, a personal check made payable to Women of the ELCA, with “triennial convention offering” noted on 
the memo line, can be mailed to Women of the ELCA, c/o ELCA Gift Processing, PO Box 1809, Merrifield VA 
22116-8009. 

Gifts from congregational units (form B) and synodical women’s organizations (form C) should be drawn on the 
group’s checking account to give proper credit to the group. Make checks payable to Women of the ELCA, with 
“triennial convention offering” noted on the memo line. Mail the group’s check to Women of the ELCA, c/o 
ELCA Gift Processing, PO Box 1809, Merrifield VA 22116-8009.  

This is just a summary of the business that was carried out remotely by the voting members.  We look forward 
to the opportunity to be together for the next Convention and Gathering in Phoenix in 2023. 

 

Submitted by Susan Harris 

 



Stewardship Committee—Nena Babb, Marguerite Taylor, Debra Weinel 

Treasurer’s Assistant Position 

For many years, a Treasurer Assistant (TA) from each Conference collected offerings from their respective con-
gregational units and forwarded them to the Synodical Treasurer for the NC Women of the ELCA.  At the training 
for treasurers held at the Churchwide office in Chicago, we were encouraged to discontinue this practice.  While 
having a TA was beneficial in that the Synodical Treasurer received less mailings, it was also detrimental in that 
more people were handling the checks from the congregational units.   

Our President, Jane Cadwallader, will present this change to our constitution to the women present at the Sep-
tember 18th meeting.  It will then be sent to the Churchwide Organization for approval.   

Each congregational unit will be responsible for sending their offerings to the Synodical Treasurer.   

Please continue to send checks to Nena Babb, 6130 Heavner Road, Vale, NC  28168 through January 31 of 
2022.  The Synodical Treasurer elected on September 18, 2021, will then take over the treasurer’s position.    

Submitted by Nena Babb-Treasurer 

 

WELCA Gathering Offerings 

Every three years a Triennial Gathering is held and hosted by a chosen Statewide WELCA Organization.  This year it 
was supposed to be held in Phoenix, AZ but due to COVID, it was held via ZOOM.   

Our President and Delegates generally take an offering from North Carolina which is designated for various chari-
table and non-profit organization.  This year the offering was contributed towards Lutheran Immigration and Ref-
uge Services and Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. 

Covid has also been a hinderance for your State Officers and Board Members in planning an annual gathering but 
through much thought and perseverance we hope to see all of you at our one day gathering on September 18. 

Our offerings statewide have been down this past year again due to Covid.  We encourage each attendee to bring 
a generous offering if you are able.  As customary, we generally receive an offering from each Congregational 
Unit.  Additionally, we continue to collect Pennies throughout the year for our annual Pennies Project.  This year’s 
project focuses on the Homeless with all funds directed towards two organizations in Asheville and Wilmington 
who have purchased two abandoned motels and converting them into shelters for men, women and families.  A 
basket will be located at the registration desk for all offerings.  Thank you to all who are able to contribute.   

Marguerite Taylor 
Co- Chair 
Stewardship Committee  

 



DEAR FRIEND(S) IN CHRIST 

 
One year ago this week, I wrote my first letter addressed to “Dear Friend in Christ,” and mailed it to the 
Churchwide Women of the ELCA in Chicago.  Sometime after that, I received a letter from a woman named 
Jane, who lives in Iowa.   Since that time, Jane and I have been exchanging letters on a regular basis.  We also 
have connected on Facebook.  In one of her letters, she invited me to join a Zoom Bible study with women 
from her congregation, which I did.  They have warmly welcomed me into their group and I look forward to 
spending an hour with them once a month.  In fact, they usually ask me to read one of the scripture passages 
because, as one of the women said, “We like to hear your accent.”  Imagine that! 

About two months after I wrote that initial letter, I decided to write a second “Dear Friend in Christ” 
letter.  Again, I followed the procedure of mailing it to Chicago and shortly afterward, I received a letter from 
Danielle in Pennsylvania.  She and I began corresponding regularly as well.   We have written many letters to 
each other, each time sharing about ourselves and our lives.  When I told her that my son would be living in 
Pennsylvania this year, we began making plans for an in-person visit and exchanged phone numbers. 

Last week, my husband and I drove to Pennsylvania to visit our son and his family and, while we were there, 
Danielle and I talked on the phone and arranged to meet at Gettysburg, PA.  Danielle and her husband, Stu, 
met me and my husband, Randy, at the Outlet Mall.  One of the first things I learned was I was pronouncing 
her name wrong.  (Yes, it is spelled DANIELLE but she pronounces it Da-NIELLE.)  It was amazing how much we 
had in common and we sat and talked for at least two hours.  We chatted about family and home, about our 
hobbies and interests.  We discovered we had many things in common.  We exchanged gifts; I took her two 
pieces of pottery I had made and she gave me a very nice wooden cutting board, some delicious sour dough 
pretzels, a book for my grandson, and lots of travel brochures for the Lancaster-Pennsylvania Dutch area.  She 
and her husband have visited the Asheville area and traveled on the Blue Ridge Parkway so we are hoping to 
reconnect later this year when they may visit North Carolina again.  I feel sure we will have more opportuni-
ties to visit in Pennsylvania and I am looking forward to, perhaps, visiting the town where she lives.     

Someone once said, “There are no strangers here; only friends you haven’t yet met.”  Well, now I have met 
both of these women and I plan to keep in touch through letters, and Zoom, and in-person visits in the fu-
ture.    What would we do without friends?  

Submitted by Susan Harris 
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