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Program and Reports
Mission Statement:
To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ

Purpose Statement of the Women of the ELCA
As a community of women
created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ
and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to
grow in faith,
affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness
in the church, the society and the world.
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GATHERING AT A GLANCE
FRIDAY, JUNE 23
Registration
“Early Bird Sessions

2:00-8:00 pm
2:45-3:45 pm and 4:00-5:00 pm

Dinner
Choir Practice
Committee Meetings
Hostess Refresher
Delegate Orientation
Opening Session/Worship
Dorm Devotion

4:30-6:00 pm
6:00-6:40 pm
6:00 pm
6:40 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 24
Morning Matins

6:45-7:15 am

Breakfast
Registration
Session II
Bible Study
Choir Practice

7:30-8:30 am
8:00-10:00 am
8:45 am
8:45 am
11:30-12:15 pm

Lunch
Session III
Healthy Snack Break
Break-out Awareness Sessions

11:30-1:00 pm
1:00-2:00 pm
2:00:-2:15 pm
2:20:-3:20 pm
3:30-4:30 pm

Rhyne Lobby
GPR Page 15
Cromer Center
Belk Centrum
Rhyne Building
Belk Centrum
Belk Centrum
Belk Centrum
Fritz and LLC

Grace Prayer Garden
Alternate location: Belk Centrum
Cromer Center
Rhyne Lobby
Belk Centrum
Belk Centrum
Belk Centrum
Cromer Center
Belk Centrum
Belk Centrum Lobby
Rhyne Building
Rhyne Building

Dinner
Choir Practice
Anniversary Celebration
Entertainment
Evening Devotions

4:30-6:00 pm
5:45-6:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
Following entertainment

Cromer Center
Belk Centrum
Cromer Center
Cromer Center
Cromer Center

Communion Practice

After Entertainment

Grace Chapel

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Breakfast
7:30-8:30 am
Worship and Holy Communion
9:00 am
Installation of Officers, Board Members
Close of Gathering
SWO Board “Post” Meeting Following Close of Gathering

Cromer Center
Grace Chapel
Jody Smiley
Schaeffer Board Room

The computer user name and password for our participants to use at L/R during our Gathering:
User Name:
welca
Password: Summer2017
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Gathering Meetings
Gathering Planning Committee Meeting
Friday

10:00 am

Schaeffer Board Room

SWO Board Meeting
Friday
Sunday

12:00 pm
Following Worship and Installation Service

Grace Chapel Multi-Purpose Room
Grace Chapel Multi-Purpose Room

Voting Member Orientation
Friday

6:45 pm

Belk Centrum

6:40 pm

Belk Centrum Lobby

Hostess Refresher Meeting
Friday

Choir Rehearsals
6:00 – 6:40 pm
11:30 am – 12:15 pm
5:45 pm – 6:15 pm

Friday
Saturday
Saturday

Belk Centrum
Belk Centrum
TBA

Practice for Worship and Communion Service
Saturday

At close of Entertainment/Devotions

Grace Chapel

Committee Meetings
President’s Report
Credentials
Resolutions
Minutes
Elections

Friday, 6:00pm
Friday, 6:00 pm
Friday, 6:00pm
Friday, 6:00 pm
Friday, 6:00 pm

Rhyne 116
Rhyne 147
Rhyne 162
Rhyne 164
Rhyne 161

Registration
Friday
Saturday

2:00 pm – 8:00 pm
8:00 am – 10:00 am

Rhyne Lobby
Rhyne Lobby

7:30 am – 8:30 am
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
4:30 pm – 6:00 pm

Cromer Center
Cromer Center
Cromer Center

Meal Schedule
Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner
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Explanation of the 2017 Gathering Logo

"Commissioned to Go: Love, Serve, Pray, Proclaim, Give"

The 2015-16 theme for the North Carolina Women of the ELCA was "I Am Created, Called,
Empowered." When NC Synod Bishop Tim Smith preached at our 2016 Annual Gathering, he
looked at the theme and observed that we were now ready to follow God's Great Commission.
He challenged us:
"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you."
Matthew 28: 19-20a NRSV
The NC SWO Board heeded the challenge and chose the theme for 2017-19: "Commissioned
to Go: Love, Serve, Pray, Proclaim, Give"
God created and gifted us as unique women. God sent Jesus to save us through his grace
and to redeem us for new life. God sent the promised Holy Spirit to go with us, to support and
empower us. Now, forgiven and strengthened, we go into the world to love and serve our
neighbor, to pray and proclaim God's word, and to give of our time, talents, and treasures. As
bold Women of the ELCA, we are Commissioned to Go!
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Patti Austin
President, Women of the ELCA
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PURPOSE OF THE GATHERING

The purpose of our Synodical Gathering is to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct the business of the organization
Support the purposes of W omen of the ELCA
Motivate the Congregational Unit women
Introduce and promote new information and resources
Listen to the needs and expectations of the women of our Synod
Strengthen relationships through fellowship
Provide opportunities for the participants to grow in faith through
worship and study

GATHERING GOALS
The goals of the 201 7 Gathering are:
To understand how, and where, we are “Commissioned to Go”
To build stronger relationships with women in our synod
To encourage all women to love, serve, pray, proclaim and give
To share experiences and opportunities
To embrace and welcome all women as a part of this community regardless of age,
race, national origin, physical abilities, sexual orientation, or economic status.

The North Carolina W omen of the ELCA welcomes all people
unconditionally and invites them to participate with this community of
women regardless of race, national origin, physical abilities, sexual
orientation, or economic status.
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STANDING RULES OF THE GATHERING
June 23-25, 2017
1. Voting Member Body
The voting members to be seated at the Gathering shall be one (1) from each of the
congregational or inter-congregational units on the roll of this Synodical Women’s
Organization and one (1) voting member from each congregation not represented by a
congregational or inter-congregational unit with voice, but no vote.
2. Seating of Voting Members
Voting members shall be seated in the area reserved for the voting body. The roll of
voting members may not be changed after 10:00 a.m. Saturday morning.
3. Quorum
A majority of the registered voting members shall constitute a quorum.
4. Privilege of the Floor
Seat and voice shall be granted to the Bishop of the North Carolina Synod, or his
representative; to the President of the Women of the ELCA or her representative; to all
members of the Synodical and Churchwide Women’s Organization Board and Staff;
and to others to whom the gathering shall accord this privilege.
5. Appointment of Committees
The following committees appointed by the President shall be announced by the
Secretary, with whom all committee reports shall be filed:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Committee on President’s Report
Committee on Credentials
Committee on Resolutions
Committee on Minutes
Committee on Elections

6. Voting Procedures
To be eligible to vote, a voting member must be seated in the designated section.
A two-thirds vote is required for adoption of the 2018 budget and all resolutions.
Elections shall be by written ballot; other voting will be by show of voting cards.
Voting cards will be used as follows:
Affirmative vote – green card
Negative vote – red card
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7. Elections
All elections shall be by written ballot. In all elections, a majority of votes cast shall elect.
When there is not election on the first ballot, the second ballot and following ballots will
be limited to two names per position to be filled.
Election of officers, board members, and triennial voting members of the Synodical
Women’s Organization shall follow these guidelines from the constitution:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

As nearly as possible at least 10 percent shall be persons of color and/or persons
whose primary language is other than English.
No more than one person from a congregational, intercongregational, or special
unit.
Consideration shall be given to geographic location, variety of ages, and diversity
of experience.
At least one triennial voting member shall be a woman who has not previously
served as a voting member to a triennial convention.

8. Motions and Resolutions
Motions and resolutions of a general character are requested to be referred in writing to
the Committee on Resolutions by June 1.
Any voting member may make a motion or offer a resolution from the floor if it is
germane to any pending question.
Actions taken by the gathering voting members shall be consistent with the documents of
the Women of the ELCA.
9. Speeches
Unless otherwise determined by a two-thirds vote of the Gathering, all speeches in
general discussion shall be limited to five minutes.
10. Adjustments of the Agenda
The President may make necessary adjustments to the agenda to facilitate the business
of the Gathering.
11. Governing Parliamentary Law
Robert’s Rules of Order, the latest edition, shall be the governing parliamentary law of
this Gathering.
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Gathering Special Guests
Stephanie Bell Burke: Keynote Speaker

Stephanie Burke has worked as a youth director, curriculum writer, drama director and
Disney pirate. She now travels bringing large-scale live art to churches, corporations and
other events across the country. With past clients including politicians, priests, prisoners
and prostitutes, her work hangs in both private and public collections, including one small
Baltimore drug rehab house. She lives in a paint-splattered house in Charlotte, NC with
her understanding husband and two surprisingly well adjusted offspring.
If you attended the Ninth Triennial Gathering in Charlotte, you may have witnessed
Stephanie’s amazing talent that she will now share with us during her keynote remarks.
www.artandsoul.pro
sburke@artandsoul.pro
Phone: 704.293.9436
Like Us on Facebook - Art and Soul/Stephanie Burke
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Rev. Jennifer Ginn: Gathering Chaplain

Jennifer Ginn has served as Pastor of Cross and Crown Lutheran Church in Matthews, NC, since
early 2009. Previously she served St. John’s Lutheran Church in Salisbury, NC. A North
Carolinian with roots in the Raleigh area, she holds degrees from Wake Forest University,
University of Tennessee in Knoxville, and the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. Before
seminary she taught English at UNC-Chapel Hill and NCSU-Raleigh, and worked as an
Acquisitions Editor at SAS Institute in Cary, NC.
Pastor Ginn has recently served on the planning team for the NC Synod Lay School for Leadership
and Mission, and formerly served on the North Carolina Synod Council as well as on the Advisory
Committee for The Lutheran magazine. She has a passion for telling Gospel stories by heart,
teaching and mentoring leaders, and walking alongside others in journeys of spiritual growth.
Among her favorite activities are eating and cooking with husband Loyd, who serves as Pastor of
Center Grove Lutheran Church in Kannapolis, spending time with friends, and watching the antics
of Brisket the Jack Russell Terrier and Cleo the calico cat. She is also an avid reader and writer,
having published her work in The Lutheran, Christian Century and the devotional guide Christ in
Our Home.
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Jody Smiley: CWO Representative

Jody Smiley was elected vice president of the churchwide executive board in July 2014.
She previously served the Virginia Synodical Women’s Organization as president and board
member. She currently serves on the Virginia Synod Council and is the Mission Interpreter
Coordinator for the synod. She has been a voting member at synod and churchwide assemblies.
A member of St. Michael Lutheran Church in Blacksburg, Va., Jody has served as congregational
president, secretary, and chair of the education committee. She teaches Sunday school and is a
youth group leader. She is active in her congregational unit, leading Bible studies and other
programs. She serves on the Virginia Tech Lutheran Campus Ministry committee.
Jody is an analytical chemist in Virginia Tech’s civil and environmental engineering department.
Jody and her husband Tim, a radiation safety officer for the university, have one son. The family
has lived in Blacksburg for nearly 35 years.
Jody is a sports fan and plays softball on her church’s team. She especially enjoys cheering on
Virginia Tech’s women’s basketball and volleyball teams.
Jody is very excited about serving Women of the ELCA on the churchwide executive board. She
sees this as a chance to share her passion for the organization and encourage Lutheran women of all
ages to become part of “this amazing group of faithful and caring women.”
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The Sigmon Stringers are a three-generation bluegrass / gospel band from Newton, NC. The
original members, Clinton (guitar & vocals) and his sons Randy (guitar & vocals) and Mark
(fiddle), and life-long friend Ray Barger (bass & vocals) have been performing since the 70’s.
Bringing a new dimension to “old-time” bluegrass; the third generation has been added.
Randy’s daughter Anna (banjo) and Mark’s children: Beau (guitar & mandolin), Mollie
(mandolin & vocals) and Maggie (fiddle & vocals) complete the band.
This is a band that plays traditional bluegrass and gospel as well as newer songs with a
bluegrass “twist”. With mixing of old and new, the Sigmon Stringers appeal to both the older
and younger audiences.
The band has performed at numerous venues including Bele Chere in Asheville, The Rex
Theatre in Galax, WDVX Knoxville –Blue Plate Special, WPAQ Merry Go Round Show in Mt
Airy, Blue Ridge Music Center on the Parkway, WKBC’s Hometown Opry in North Wilkesboro,
Hart’s Square Festival (Hickory), Galax Leaf and String Festival, Houston Fest in Galax,
Concerts on the Lawn Series in Boone, Red, White, and Bluegrass Festival in Morganton,
Robert Kerns- Blue Christmas Fundraiser and Murray’s Mill Fall Festival. The band has also
been featured at the premier Americana music festival Merlefest in North Wilkesboro for 6
years and the IBMA (International Bluegrass Music Association) World of Bluegrass in Raleigh.
Music is the catalyst that allows our family to take time out of our busy (sometimes hectic)
schedules of work, college, and school to slow down and continue our family’s musical
tradition. We are blessed that we can play music as a family!
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Gathering Who’s Who
Past Presidents: North Carolina Women of the ELCA, Sharon Johnson,
Cathy Sell, Susie Sipe, Beth Wrenn, Ann Tucker, Kaye Beaty, Faith Ashton
Ada Smith – Music Director and Accompanist
Jody Smiley – Churchwide Executive Board Member of Women of the ELCA
Stephanie Bell Burke – Keynote Speaker
Rev. Jennifer Ginn – Gathering Chaplain, Cross and Crown Lutheran, Matthews,
NC
Denise White – Saturday Morning Matins author and leader
Judy Springer – President, NC Church Women United
Jean Beaver – Acting Secretary
Donna Prunkl – Graphic Designer, Webmaster
Bishop Timothy Smith – Bishop of the NC Synod of the ELCA
Janet Matthews – LRU Director of Conferences and Events
Scott Woodward – Managing Director of Performing Arts Facilities
Cassidy Robbins – Production Manager
Jeremy McCosh – Director of ARAMark Food Services
Lois Beddard – Gathering Parliamentarian
Dr. Frederick (Fred) K. Whitt – President, Lenoir-Rhyne University
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30TH ANNUAL NC SWO GATHERING OF THE
Women of the ELCA
FRIDAY EARLY BIRD SESSIONS
2:45-3:45

June 23, 2017

Session I

❖ Bible Study
Presenter: Pastor Jennifer Ginn

Rhyne 152

How Are We to Proclaim? Instructions from the Master (Luke 10: 1-12)
Scripture stories of Jesus training his followers to proclaim him can train us, too. How did the
earliest disciples form authentic relationships and build trust with others before sharing the
Good News of Jesus? How can we? This session will introduce “Dwelling in the Word” as a
deep dive into scripture that will strengthen our spiritual confidence and equip us to share our
own faith with others.

❖ NEW WAY TO DO Women of the ELCA
Presenter: Donna Prunkl

Rhyne 162

Exploring new models to be Women of the ELCA for today’s active women. Young women are
already running in circles, so how do we make our organization appealing beyond the
traditional circle meeting.

4:00-5:00

Session II

❖ Bible Study
Presenter: Pastor Jennifer Ginn
See information for the 2:15 session

Rhyne 152

❖ NEW WAY TO DO Women of the ELCA
Rhyne 162
Facilitator: Donna Prunkl
See information for the 2:15 session
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SATURDAY Awareness Sessions
2:20-3:20 and 3:30-4:30
CROSSNORE SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S HOME
Presenter: Courtney Lane

Rhyne 164

Hear the history of Crossnore School and Children’s Home and its mission today.
Learn how important love, service, prayer, proclamation and giving is for our
organization and operation. Get ideas of how you can share love, prayer, and
proclamation as you give to Crossnore School and Children’s Home.
What Really Happens After I Hit “post?” : Cyber Safety
Presenter: Capt. Joel Shores, Cleveland County Sherriff’s Department

Rhyne 152

Capt. Shores returns to bring us a unique perspective on social media and cyber
safety for us, our daughters, grandchildren, and others that we hold dear. Join us and
learn to navigate this world of social media.
Bible Study

Rhyne 149

Presenter: Pastor Jennifer Ginn
How Are We to Proclaim? Instructions from the Master (Luke 10: 1-12)
Scripture stories of Jesus training his followers to proclaim him can train us, too. How
did the earliest disciples form authentic relationships and build trust with others before
sharing the Good News of Jesus? How can we? This session will introduce “Dwelling
in the Word” as a deep dive into scripture that will strengthen our spiritual confidence
and equip us to share our own faith with others.
The Digital World and Women of the ELCA…What Do I Do????
Presenter: Melissa Holden

Rhyne 252

You are welcome to bring your laptop or tablet to learn how to navigate all the
websites and how to use other online resources to simplify your life now that we are
living in a digital world with the Women of the ELCA.
TBD

Rhyne 249

Presenter: Stephanie Bell Burke
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Lessons for Today’s Disciples
Presenter: Jody Smiley

Rhyne 259

This uses a Women of the ELCA resource and focuses on the seven marks of
discipleship: praying, studying, worshiping, inviting, encouraging, serving, and giving.
New Way To Do Women of the ELCA – 3:30 - 4:30 Only

Rhyne 162

Presenter: Donna Prunkl
Exploring new models to be Women of the ELCA for today’s active women. Young women are
already running in circles, so how do we make our organization appealing beyond the
traditional circle meeting.

Locations of Interest
Displays
Childcare
Girls: Middle School
High School

10,000 Villages

Cromer Center Lobby
The Hickory Room
Rhyne 257
Rhyne 260
Rhyne 159

17

GATHERING SCRIPTURES
THEME VERSE
Isaiah 49:6b
I will give you as a light to the nations that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.
John 21:1-19
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he
showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.
Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said
to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and
now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus
loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on
some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred
yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there
were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none
of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”
He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell
you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished.
But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt
around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of
death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”
Mark 16:15
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.
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Matthew 28:18-20
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Luke 11:1-10
He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to
the time of trial.” And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has
arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me;
the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give
you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is
his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door
will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and
for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.
Matthew 16:13-16
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Luke 10:1-9
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every
town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.
Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace to this house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that
person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking
whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to
house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you;
cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’
Hebrews 13:15-16
Through Jesus, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly
profess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.
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2nd Timothy 1:8-9
Do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me
in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. He has saved us and called us to a holy life—
not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.
Acts 1:6-8
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore
the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.”
1 Corinthians 12:27-28
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in
the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of
healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles?
Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do
all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a
still more excellent way.
Psalm 103:19-22
19

The LORD has established his throne in heaven,
and his kingdom rules over all.

20

Praise the LORD, you his angels,
you mighty ones who do his bidding,
who obey his word.
21
Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts,
you his servants who do his will.
22
Praise the LORD, all his works
everywhere in his dominion.
Praise the LORD, my soul.
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Psalm 146
5

Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God.

6

He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
the sea, and everything in them—
he remains faithful forever.
7
He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets prisoners free,
8
the LORD gives sight to the blind,
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down,
the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD watches over the foreigner
and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
10

The LORD reigns forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the LORD.
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NOTES
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Friday, June 23, 2017
Voting Member Orientation
FIRST SESSION

6:40 pm
7:00 pm

Prelude
Gathering Hymn

Belk Centrum
Belk Centrum
Ada Smith

Here I Am, Lord

Formal Opening of Gathering

Page 49
Susan P. Harris, President

President: We gather in the name of the + Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
ALL: Amen.
President: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
President: Join me in expressing our commitment to the purpose of the Women of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
ALL: As a community of women created in the image of God, called to
discipleship in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the
church, the society and the world.
President: We are gathered to love.
ALL: We are Commissioned to Go.
President: We are gathered to serve.
ALL: We are Commissioned to Go.
President: We are gathered to pray.
ALL: We are Commissioned to Go.
President: We are gathered to proclaim.
ALL: We are Commissioned to Go.
President: We are gathered to give.
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ALL: We are Commissioned to Go.
President: As President of the North Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, I now declare that the thirtieth annual
gathering is in session. May all that we do and all that we say be in accordance with
God’s holy will.

Introduction of Chaplain

Jane Cadwallader

Worship Service

Rev. Jennifer Ginn

Holden Evening Prayer Service
Hymn

Great God, Your Love Has Called Us
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Organization of the Gathering
Presentation of the Gathering Program

Jane Cadwallader and Eleanor von Taborsky
Gathering Planning Co-Chairs
Adoption of Standing Rules of the Gathering
Jean Beaver, Acting Secretary
Appointment of Gathering Committees
Jean Beaver
Introduction of Committee Chairs
Jean Beaver
Messages of Welcome
Welcome to Lenoir-Rhyne University
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary
Host Conference Welcome

Dr. Fred Whitt, President
Dr. Mindy Makant, Professor
North Coastal

“Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Your Weekend on Campus”
(but were afraid to ask)
Gathering Planning Committee

Christine Bohr Anderson Scholarship Presentation

Linda Hewitt

Offertory

Ada Smith

Offering (1/3 Patterson Memorial Scholarship Fund, 1/3 CWO and 1/3 Triennial)
Gathering Offering) (Make checks payable to NC Women of the ELCA)

Offering Prayer

Rev. Jennifer Ginn, Chaplain
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Ballot for Vice President
Report of Credentials Committee
Chair of Credentials
Report of Committee on Nominations
Chair of Nominations
Prayer for Guidance
Pastor Jennifer
Ballot for Vice President (Voting members must be seated in designated area to
vote.)

Introduction of CWO Representative

Denise White, Vice President

Address by CWO Representative

Video Greetings:

Jody Smiley

(Courtesy of NC Synod office)

Ballot for Proposed Constitutional Change

Closing Hymn
Postlude

The Spirit Sends Us
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Ada Smith

Children in childcare must be picked up within 15 minutes of the Session ending.

Friday Night Devotions

Page 31-32
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Saturday, June 24, 2017
6:45 – 7:15 am

Morning Matins

Denise White

(To be held in the outdoor Prayer Garden behind Grace Chapel, weather permitting;
alternate location will be Belk Centrum)

Breakfast

7:30 – 8:30 am

Cromer Center

Registration

8:00-10-00 am

Rhyne Lobby

SECOND SESSION

8:45 am

Belk Centrum

Prelude

Ada Smith

Hymn

Here I Am, Lord

Bible Study
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Pastor Jennifer

Ballot for Secretary
Report of Elections Committee
Chair of Elections
Report of Credentials Committee
Chair of Credentials
Report of Committee on Nominations
Chair of Nominations
Prayer for Guidance
Pastor Jennifer
Ballot for Secretary
(Voting members must be seated in designated area to vote.)

Introduction of Keynote Speaker
Keynote Address

Hymn

Jane Cadwallader
Stephanie Bell Burke

Rise Up, Oh Saints of God!

Introduction of Special Guests
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Susan P. Harris, President

Introduction of Young Women Guests and Younger Guests:
Leadership Committee
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Offertory

Ada Smith

Offering (1/3 Patterson Memorial Scholarship Fund, 1/3 CWO and 1/3 Triennial)
(Make checks payable to NC Women of the ELCA)

Offering Prayer

Pastor Jennifer

First Ballot for Board Members
Report of Elections Committee
Chair of Elections
Report of Credentials Committee
Chair of Credentials
Report of Committee on Nominations
Chair of Nominations
Prayer for Guidance
Pastor Jennifer
Ballot for Board Members
(Voting Members must be seated in designated area to vote.)
North Carolina Churchwomen United

Judy Springer, President

Second Ballot for Board Member (if needed)
Report of Elections Committee
Chair of Elections
Report of Credentials Committee
Chair of Credentials
Report of Committee on Nominations
Chair of Nominations
Prayer for Guidance
Pastor Jennifer
Ballot for Board Member (Voting members must be seated in designated area to vote.)

Announcements/ Video Greetings
Blessing for Lunch
Closing Hymn

Pastor Jennifer
Go, My Children, With My Blessing

Postlude
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Children in childcare need to be picked up within 15 minutes of the Session ending.

Lunch

11:30 am -1:00 pm

Cromer Center

Choir Practice

11:30 am – 12:15 pm

Belk Centrum

This time is reserved for lunch, prayer, visiting shops and displays, renewing and
developing friendships and to meditate. The Chapel in Cromer Center will be open
during this time. You may also visit the labyrinth in the Quad in front of Schaeffer Hall.
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THIRD SESSION

1:00 pm

Belk Centrum

Prelude

Ada Smith

Hymn

We All Are One In Mission

Reports
Report of the President
Report of the Treasurer
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Susan P. Harris
Nena Babb

Adoption of Budget for 2018
(Voting members must be seated in designated area to vote.)
Reports
Report of SWO Board (skit)
Distribution of Resolutions
Adoption of Resolutions
(Voting members must be seated in designated area to vote)

Hymn

The Spirit Sends Us Forth To Serve
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Report of Patterson Memorial Scholarship Committee
Reports of Gathering Committees
Report of Elections Committee
Committee on Report of the President
Committee on Minutes
Committee on Resolutions

Doris Roof

Chair of Elections

Announcements/Videos
Postlude

Ada Smith

Snack Break

2:00-2:15 pm

Belk Centrum

Awareness Session I
Awareness Session 2

2:20-3:20 pm
3:30-4:30 pm

Page 16 - 18
Page 16 - 18

(Child Care will close 15 minutes at the end of Awareness Sessions)

Dinner

4:30 – 6:00 pm

Cromer Center
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Choir Practice

5:45-6:15 pm

Belk Centrum

Anniversary Celebration

6:30-7:00 pm

Cromer Center

Entertainment

Group Evening Devotions
Communion Service Practice

7:00 pm

After entertainment
Conclusion of Devotions

Sigmon Stringers
Cromer Center
Cromer Center

Grace Chapel

Sunday, June 25, 2017
Breakfast

7:30 am – 8:15 am

Service of Holy Communion

9:00 am

Message

Grace Chapel
Bishop Timothy Smith

Installation of Officers and Board Members

Close of Gathering

SWO Board Meeting

Cromer Center

Jody Smiley

Susan P. Harris

Immediately following Service

Grace MPR
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FRIDAY NIGHT DEVOTIONS
Essential Intergenerational Ministry
By Donna Prunkl
1 Corinthians 12:27-28 (NRSV)
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. 28 And God has placed in the
church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.
My what an assortment of gifts! It was all there, all the talent needed for a successful
worshipping community has been provided by God. When Paul wrote this epistle to the church
in Corinth, to whom was he referring when he said “you”? “You are the body of Christ.” Was
it the leaders, the elders, the women, the young people, the children? Exactly who is the body
of Christ? (Wait for the answer.) Of course, it’s everyone. Each individual member, whether
the wise teacher or the immigrant teen, has a gift or gifts to share.
First century churches were of necessity multi-generational. There were no buildings for
worship; the early Christians met in homes or outdoors. Entire families gathered and listened to
the message. The children witnessed first-hand the prayers, the healings, the stories of struggle
and faith. It wasn’t until the 20th century that specialized generational ministries occurred.
Age-appropriate education materials, music and activities have certainly made faith exploration
more interesting and understandable for children and youth. And the lack of distraction from
wiggling toddlers or hormonal teens must have been applauded by older folks. But have we
lost something in the process, something we need to restore? Each member is enriched when
we discover and cherish the gifts of all the individuals who make up the body of Christ.
Throughout Scripture we find examples of intergenerational ministry and discipleship. We
learn that we are an on-going generation, one body, called throughout the ages to go and
proclaim Christ so that others will be redeemed and restored.
Have someone or several read:
Psalm 71:18 (NRSV)
“So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to
all the generations to come. Your power and your righteousness, O God, reach the high
heavens.”
Psalm 145:4 (NRSV)
“One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.”
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Luke 9:47-48 (NRSV)
“But, Jesus, aware of their inner thoughts, took a little child and put it by his side, and said to
them, ‘Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me; for the least among all of you is the greatest.”
The following contemporary interpretation of a cherished text from The Message, written by
Eugene Peterson, makes it clear what we as Christians are called to do to live our faith.
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 The Message
“Attention, Israel! God, our God! God the one and only! Love God, your God, with your whole
heart: love him with all that’s in you, love him with all you’ve got! Write these commandments
that I’ve given you today on your hearts. Get them inside of you and then get them inside your
children. Talk about them wherever you are, sitting at home or walking in the street; talk
about them from the time you get up in the morning to when you fall into bed at night. Tie
them on your hands and foreheads as a reminder; inscribe them on the doorposts of your
homes and on your city gates.”
Most of us would agree that if believers followed this commandment, our church would be a
different place. If parents observed this teaching, Christian families would be transformed.
But the reality is that few of us live this Christ-centered life, much less pass it on to our
children. Therefore, it behooves us as a Christian community to provide what so many
parents cannot or will not.
Read Acts 2:17 (NRSV)
“And in the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I
will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.”
God meant for us ALL to share our gifts and our faith across the church and community.
Answer the following questions. If your group is small, share together. If it is large, break
into groups of four or five. Have someone in each group be prepared to share after the
discussion.
1. Is your congregation finding ways to engage multiple generations in faith
conversations and in relationships with each other? If so, how? If not, what might you
suggest?
2. How might our Women of the ELCA Congregational Units encourage intergenerational
experiences in their congregations?
3. Do you know how our Synodical organization encourages intergenerational activities?
Prayer: O God, in your word you show us the critical need for intergenerational ministry. Give
us the strength to encourage this foundational work in our congregations and in our lives.
Thank you for the gifts you generously bestow and help us encourage them in others. Place
your loving hand on us tonight and bless us with peace and restorative sleep. Amen
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SATURDAY NIGHT DEVOTIONS

Presenter - Tonie Neal
When ask to do the devotions for tonight, or when asked to do anything, I always, wait a second and try
to listen to that still small voice inside, before I say yes or no, or maybe...You understand, it doesn't take
but a second for the Spirit to normally direct me, and of course, I always think about the time frame. Am
I going to be in that place, at that time, to be present to be able to do the requested action...Then I
normally say verbalize the guidance I've felt...If yes, then I pray about it...
Then I pray about it for a while, if I have a while and this time I had months. You know the board,
presenters, active folks that put this Annual Gathering normally know months in advance they are going
to be doing whatever job, and God has called them.
Then I normally read the scriptures that are being used for the occasions and then I receive a nudge of
what to say. I normally start writing and it flows. I am blessed, I feel the Spirit tells me how it should
go...I also do a devotion, prayer and meditation time every day, and one of the readings I use is our
Daily Devotions on the WELCA web site. So that is what spoke to me this time...
Radical Realities was adapted from Faith Reflections of My Feminism by Elyse Nelson Winger in our
March/April/May 2005 Café and I'll be reading that for tonight...
"The whole ministry of Jesus, as we know about it in the gospels was one of liberating, redeeming and
radical love. Jesus' ministry was rebellious and scandalous for many reasons, but one reason that
emerges regularly is his inclusion of women. He debated with Women, he healed Women, and He
befriended and defended Women. Jesus, of course, did not write an autobiography nor did he tell his
disciples to take notes for future references. So given the patriarchal world he lived in, it is astounding
that women's experiences wound up recorded as much as they were. But central to Jesus' mission from
birth through death and into a new beginning was LOVE.
If feminism is the radical notion that women are fully people, the gospel is the radical reality that all
people are fully children of God."
Katie Luther was certainly the epitome of this full people and a child of God, from tending to Martin, to
tending to the multitudes that surrounded him. I love the picture on the front of our Christ in Our Home
this past quarter. Katie is shown striding through a door, arms swinging, legs stretched in a full stride
and chin up facing the day. Whatever it might have brought. We are called to do no less. We are indeed
grateful to her ministry and love. May we ladies of the ELCA continue this legacy of being fully people
and children of God?
We are Commissioned to Go...Go with God.
Philippians 4:9
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God
of peace will be with you.
Please pray with me...
Dear Lord, Guide us, keep our feet on your path, your will our will, our hands your Hands, our mission
your mission. Keep us safe as we listen for your guidance. Bless our actions as your word blesses our
spirit. Amen
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COMMUNION SERVICE PARTICIPANTS
Sermon
Worship Leader
Lay Readers

Music

Communion Administrators

Communion Assistant
Crucifer
Acolytes
Banner Bearers
Presenters

Ushers

Bishop Timothy Smith
Reverend Jennifer Ginn
Newly-elected Vice President
Newly-elected Secretary
Ada Smith, Music Director and Pianist

Bishop Timothy Smith
Reverend Jennifer Ginn
CWO Representative Jody Smiley
Susan P. Harris
Jane Cadwallader
Donna Prunkl
Kay Lineberger
Young Woman Guest
Middle School
High School/College
Eleanor von Taborsky
Mary Lautensleger
North Coastal Conference
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Service of Holy Communion
Grace Chapel
June 25, 2017
Prelude
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Rev. Jennifer Ginn

P

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C

Amen

P

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your word you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By
water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of
your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C

Amen
Gathering Hymn

P

C

Here I Am, Lord
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day
P

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to
go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is
leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen

First Lesson

Newly-elected Vice President

Isaiah 49:6b
I will give you as a light to the nations that my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth.
P Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103: 19-22
5

(Pastor and congregation will read in unison)

Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God.

6

He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
the sea, and everything in them—
he remains faithful forever.
7
He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets prisoners free,
8
the LORD gives sight to the blind,
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down,
the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD watches over the foreigner
and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
10

The LORD reigns forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Newly-elected Secretary

Hebrews 13:15-16
Through Jesus, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly
profess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased.

38

P Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation

P

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 6th chapter

C

(spoken) Glory to you, O Lord

Gospel

Mark 6:15
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.

P
C

The gospel of the Lord
(spoken) Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Bishop Timothy Smith
We All Are One In Mission

Page 53
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P

Strengthened by the Spirit who gives us words to speak and hearts that care,
let us bring our hopes and needs to God who listens.

A brief silence.
P

Fill your church with bold witnesses who will love, serve, pray, proclaim, give
and go. God of grace and mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

Holy Lord, you commissioned us to love one another. Open our hearts to the
opportunities you offer us to share your greatest gift, LOVE. Help us to always
answer responsively to all who greet us with “Peace to this house!” so that they
may know that we are the “body of Christ and individually members of it” and all
are welcomed. God of grace and mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

Holy Lord, you commissioned us to serve one another. Open our hearts to
the opportunities you offer us to be “servants who do your bidding”. Help us to
“openly profess your name” and “continually do good and to share with others”
so that all may know that “with such sacrifices God is pleased”. God of grace
and mercy,

C

hear our prayer.
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P

Holy Lord, you commissioned us to pray for one another. Open our hearts to
the opportunities you offer us to pray “Father, hallowed be thy name”. Help us
Lord to share this prayer with all of our brothers and sisters in times of need,
times of trouble, and in times of sorrow so all may know the promise “to
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened”. God of grace and mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

Holy Lord, you commissioned us to proclaim to one another. Open our hearts to
the opportunities you offer us to “go into the world and preach the Gospel to all’.
Help us to “not be ashamed of our testimony of our Lord” but rather be bold
witnesses to “the end of the earth”. God of grace and mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

Holy Lord, you commissioned us to give to one another. Open our hearts to the
opportunities you offer us to share our “harvest" with others. May we always
welcome those in need and give from the many gifts that you have blessed us
with so that others may know that “the kingdom of God is near”. God of grace
and mercy,

C

hear our prayer

P

Holy Lord, you commissioned us to go to one another. Open our hearts to the
opportunities you offer us to share your gift as a “light to the nations” so that all
may know that “You are the Messiah, the Son of God”. God of grace and
mercy,

C

hear our prayer

P

We lift our prayers to you, God of grace and mercy, confident that all things are
in your hands. In Jesus name we pray.

Amen.
PEACE
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering Anthem

Gathering Choir

Offertory Response (sing)
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me
not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to
me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit.
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Offering Prayer
P

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time and our possessions. Use us
and what we have gathered, to “Praise the LORD, all his works everywhere in
his dominion”, through the one who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
P

The Lord be with you.

C

And also with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

C

We lift them to the Lord.

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

One License 802385
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great
is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

C

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming
again, we give thanks to you, O Lord Almighty, not as we ought but as we are
able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of
bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and receiving the forgiveness
of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance
with all your saints. To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor
and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
P
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

Communion Music

Go, Make Disciples
Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult

Page 54
Page 52

Prayer After Communion
P

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

C

Amen

P

God of Abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation, you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C

Amen

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C

Amen.
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CLOSING OF THE GATHERING
INSTALLATION OF NEW BOARD AND OFFICERS

Jody Smiley

CLOSING OF THE GATHERING
President: Jesus said, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you."
ALL: We are “Commissioned to Go.”
President: Jesus said, 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
ALL: Since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
President: Jesus said, “Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.”
ALL: Echoing the words of Mary, we say, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord.”

President: Paul told the Romans to “persevere in prayer.”
ALL: We pray for the sick, the hungry, the homeless, and all those in need.
President: Jesus sent out the twelve apostles with the following instructions… As
you go, proclaim the good news.
ALL: We proclaim the good news through the NC Women of the ELCA.
President: Jesus said… "go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me, "Jesus said, “
ALL Through our offering, both monetary and in-kind, we give to the
Churchwide Women of the ELCA, Crossnore School, Agape+Kure Beach
Ministries, the Patterson Memorial Scholarship fund, and Lutheran Services
Carolinas.
President: I now declare the thirtieth annual gathering of the North Carolina
Synodical Organization of the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America closed.
ALL: Amen.
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Closing Hymn

Lord, You Give The Great Commission
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P

Go in Peace, Sisters, remembering that we are all created, called, and
empowered to be about the work of our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ.

C

Thanks be to God.

Recessional and Postlude

Ada Smith
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
June 2016 – June 2017
The constitution of the North Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization of the Women of the
ELCA designates the following responsibilities to the office of the President: preside at all
conventions of the Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) and at meetings of the Board and
Administrative Committee; ensure that the constitution and bylaws of the SWO are observed
and that the actions are carried into effect; appoint all committees not otherwise provided for;
be an ex-officio member of all committees of the SWO except the Nominating Committee;
submit a report for each annual gathering concerning the president’s work, with observations
and recommendations affecting the SWO; serve as liaison with the Churchwide Women’s
Organization (CWO) and attend meetings of the Conference of Presidents; represent the SWO
or appoint representatives to inter-Lutheran and ecumenical associations and councils in which
the organization participates; serve as representative to the Synod Council with voice but no
vote.
1. Prepared agendas and presided seven (7) Board meetings
2. Prepared agendas and presided at Committee Day I and Committee Day II
3. Wrote articles for Carolina Vine
4. Wrote nine (9) messages “From the Desk of the President” for the Bulletin
5. Wrote the President’s message for fall and spring conference gatherings
6. Wrote reports for Synod Council meetings
7. Participated in Lutheran World Relief Field/Mission trip
8. Attended three (3) Fall Conference Gatherings and (3) Spring Conference Gatherings
9. Wrote and delivered a message for Bold Women’s Sunday at St. Mark’s, Lumberton
10. Wrote and submitted article for synod website (November emphasis – Women of the
ELCA
11. Met with Gathering Planning co-chairs and Lenoir-Rhyne staff to discuss plans for
Annual Gathering.
12. Attended the One-Day Retreat at Zion, Hickory
13. Wrote and submitted an annual report for the Synod Assembly
14. Attended Conference of Presidents in Chicago
15. Communicated with our CWO Board representative
16. Met with Terri Brown and Nena Babb
17. Attended the spring retreat at Kure Beach
18. Reviewed articles and reports for the Bulletin, Carolina Vine and GPR
19. Responded to phone calls, letters and e-mails
During this year the NC Women of the ELCA have received offerings for the Children’s
Advocacy Centers of NC (our 2016 Pennies Project), the ELCA Good Gifts Challenge (the
2017 Pennies Project), Crossnore School and Agape+Kure Beach Ministries. The offering from
this Annual Gathering will be divided equally between the Patterson Memorial Scholarship
fund, the Triennial Gathering offering and Churchwide Women of the ELCA. In-kind gifts
have been received for Lutheran Services Carolinas and local organizations in the conferences,
as well as kits and quilts for Lutheran World Relief. For the second year, a group of women
made a trip to Lutheran World Relief headquarters in Maryland so that we could witness for
ourselves, and volunteer in, the work of that organization.
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We continue to collect pop top tabs for the Ronald McDonald Charity Houses and empty
prescription bottles, although they are now being donated to Living Waters Lutheran Church,
Cherokee, for their use in beadwork projects. With the discontinuation of the Campbell Soup
labels, we now emphasize the collection of Box Tops for Education for Crossnore School.
One of the challenges faced by the NC Women of the ELCA is communication and,
admittedly, this has been a serious problem this year. As we move forward, hopefully this issue
will be resolved and our lines of communication will improve. In the meantime, let us
remember that we are “Commissioned to Go, LOVE, SERVE, PRAY, PROCLAIM, GIVE.”
Peace to you,
Susan P. Harris President
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North Carolina Women of the ELCA 2018 Budget
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NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION
OF THE WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA
June 24, 2016
Lenoir-Rhyne University, Hickory

BOARD REPORT

GPR REPORT 2016-2017

June 2016 – May 2017 MEETINGS:
June 26, 2016 Lenoir-Rhyne University, Hickory
July 10-12, 2016 Blowing Rock, NC
August 20, 2016 Mt. Moriah, China Grove
November 4-5, 2016 High Rock Lake, Salisbury
January 21, 2017 St. Mark’s, Claremont
March 17-18, 2017 High Rock Lake, Salisbury
The Board of the North Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) met seven
times during the past year to conduct the business of the Women of the ELCA. The
SWO Board consists of four officers and eight board members who are elected by the
voting members at the annual gathering. The 2016 theme was “I Am Created, Called,
Empowered” and the new theme beginning in 2017 is “Commissioned to Go” The
committees promote this theme at conference gatherings, retreats, Bible study, and
the programming of the annual gathering through awareness sessions, worship and
the keynote address. Each board member chairs or co-chairs a synodical committee.
The committees are comprised of women, like you, from all across the synod who
volunteer to share their gifts and time. Generally, the committees meet twice each
year but some meet more frequently in order to carry out their specific goals. The
conference leaders (three from each conference) meet at committee days as well,
along with the many women who serve on the various committees. Please consider
volunteering to serve on a committee this year by completing the Service
Opportunities form or contacting one of the officers or board members.
Susan P. Harris, President
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Report of the Vice President of the NCSWO

GPR REPORT 2016-2017

I am very blessed to be able to serve in the elected position of Vice President.
As you may know, one of the primary roles of Vice President is to act in the role of
President in her absence or resignation and to “handle” a few moments during the
Annual Gathering while our President gives her report.
One of my most enjoyable roles is to send cards of encouragement, sympathy or get
well to our NC sisters. I get information from our President or others. I hope they bring
joy and comfort to the receiver.
Another role, is finding hotels in the area of our Committee Days. I coordinate that
information with our President who gets the letter out to all participants. It has been a
busy year personally. I started classes at Luther Seminary working toward a Master of
Divinity degree. The NC Women of the ELCA have been a blessing to me by being my
“holy encouragers”. I could not do this without you and your support! I am blessed to
be among you!

With warmest regards,
Denise H. White, Vice President

SECRETARY’S REPORT

GPR REPORT 2016-2017

The secretary is responsible for attending all board meetings and writing the minutes
of these meetings. The minutes are then approved by the board. These meetings
include the Summer Board Meeting, Fall Board Meeting, Spring Board Meeting, PreGathering Meeting, Annual Gathering, Post Gathering Meeting, Committee Days I and
II, and the Fall and Spring Gathering.
The secretary also creates, copies, and mails the monthly Bulletin to each unit’s
president or representative during the year and emails the Bulletin to Conference
Presiders, Directors for Communications, Treasurer Assistants, Committee Members
and others by request. She also mails special mailings as requested by the president
and/or board members.
The secretary keeps an updated list of physical mailing addresses and email
addresses of Committee Members, Congregational Presidents, Directors of
Communication, and Treasurer Assistants. The secretary also attends her assigned
Spring and Fall Gathering as a liaison for the President.
Chelsea Jones, Secretary
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CONFERENCE CO-ORDINATOR

GPR Report 2016-2017

CONFERENCE CO-ORDINATOR GPR REPORT 2016-2017 The Conference CoCoordinators assist all Conference Leaders (Presiders, Directors for Communication and
Treasurer’s Assistants) with training, planning the Fall and Spring Gatherings, keeping the
conferences informed of Synodical information and collecting data from the Gatherings.
Newly elected Officers receive a Welcome Letter with a digital resource upon election in the
spring to acclimate themselves with the new roles prior to Committee Day 1 in August. At
Committee Day 1 on August 20, 2016, we had an impressive attendance with 31 Conference
Leaders in attendance representing 14 out of 15 conferences. This year has been a little
different from any other year because all committees have two leaders instead of one. Melissa
Holden-Jernigan is the Conference Leader for the East which includes Cabarrus/Stanly,
Central, North Coastal, Northern, Rowan, Sandhills, South Coastal and Triangle conferences.
Tamarah Hefner is the Conference Leader for the West which includes Alexander/Iredell, Blue
Ridge, Catawba, Mecklenburg/Union, Salem, Smoky Mountain and Southwestern conferences.
The total for the 2016 Fall Gatherings were outstanding with over 370 ladies from more than
70 Congregational Units (CU) participating. We are hoping our attendance numbers in the
Spring will be even more. This year our Conference Leaders have partnered with our other
committees and groups to achieve our goals. Conference Leaders have assisted with helping to
locate One Day Retreat host churches and presenters, meeting with churches to coordinate Fall
and Spring gatherings, and anything else that they have been asked to do. The Conference
Leaders are a very busy group and help to keep the NC Women of the ELCA working well
with our local Congregational Units. Thank you to our Conference Leaders who have worked
very hard to accomplish the meetings of the Fall and Spring Gatherings. We couldn’t do our
jobs without you and we have been blessed this year to work with many bold women who
stepped out of their comfort zones to accept their roles in the positions that they serve in.
Thanks to Lorri Monterose who was the Conference Coordinator for the last four years who
had so many items in place to help us with our new positions and being a mentor to us this
year. She was been a tremendous help to us. God’s Peace.
Co-chairs - Melissa Holden Jernigan-East Coordinator Tamarah Hefner-West Coordinator

69

Gathering Planning Committee

GPR Report 2016-17

The Gathering Planning Committee is charged with the planning and execution of
each North Carolina Women of the ELCA Synodical Gatherings. Through hard work,
prayers, and God’s leadership, we have come to the 30th Annual NC Gathering.
The Gathering Planning Committee members were actively engaged throughout the
year in brainstorming suggestions and plans as we began the process of developing
the 2017 Gathering. Evaluations from 2016 were reviewed and helped direct our
planning for this year. Articles for the Vine and Bulletin were written to keep the entire
organization informed and encouraged as well as working with Communications to put
updates and forms on the website. NC SWO Committees collaborated to develop
schedules, programs, and pertinent registration information.
Members have stepped up, using their time and gifts to support this committee and
the organization. Between volunteers and work being delegated among individuals,
this has been a very active group. Communication (phone calls, emails, texts) is
integral in putting all the components together to offer the annual SWO Gatherings.
Members of Gathering Planning, other NC SWO committees, and our Board have
come together throughout the year to share the opportunities available this weekend.
God’s presence has been with us since the first Board Retreat in July, 2016 and
Committee Day I in August 2016 and Committee Day II, January, 2017 has carried us
to the culmination of the 2017 Gathering. We realize, though, that the work is not
completed and that, as Sisters in Christ, we are all “Commissioned to Go” and “Love,
Serve, Pray, Proclaim and Give”.
Co-chairs-Jane R. Cadwallader and Eleanor von Trovorsky
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DISCIPLESHIP

GPR Report 2016-2017

Report 2017 (Formerly Mission: Growth and Leadership)
Discipleship is a lifelong journey of living out and sharing the good news of Jesus
Christ. Women of the ELCA practice the seven marks of discipleship: praying,
studying, worshiping, inviting, encouraging, serving, and giving. NC Women of the
ELCA discipleship is lived out through opportunities for spiritual education and
growth such as: retreats, Bible studies for Conference Gatherings, devotions,
coordinating the Women’s Theological Seminar and encouraging personal faith
development. The committee also coordinates the Young Women Guests program at
the synodical gathering; programs to encourage the participation of middle school,
high school, college and post-college aged young women, including overseeing the
Leadership Legacy event scholarship program. The committee provides leadership
training and conducts matins, dorm devotions and delegate orientation at the Annual
Synodical Gathering.
For the 2016/17 program year, the committee has planned and/or carried out:
2016 Fall Retreat (planned and led by the 2016 Mission: Growth Committee) was
held on Oct 31-Nov 2, 2016. Stephenie Oxford led “God’s Bucket List.”
One Day Retreat: The program, “enCourage,” was written by Karen Birkedal and
Donna Prunkl and held on February 11, 2017. The goal of the committee was to
increase attendance by 10 but it was increased by almost 100 with 188 participating
(205 registered) at six locations: Zion-Hickory, Trinity Elms Health & RehabClemmons, Ebenezer-China Grove, Grace-Hendersonville, Our Savior-Durham, and
St. James-Fayetteville. The event at Shepherd of the Sea-Atlantic Beach was
dropped for lack of registrations.
Spring Retreat, held at Agape Kure Beach Retreat Center March 10-12, 2017, was
once again at capacity with 45 attending. Eight of those were young women, middle
school to post-college age. The program, "Liturgy Through the Looking Glass," was
written and presented by Judy Schlegal and Lois Beddard. Lisa Philbeck planned
and led the program for the young ladies. Terri Brown planned and prepared the
meals and coordinated the facilities.
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Gathering Responsibilities: Donna Prunkl will lead a pre-gathering Awareness
Session on Women of the ELCA: The New Way, demonstrating new models for
organizing Women of the ELCA Congregational Units. Joyce Cross, from St. Peter,
Salisbury, is writing the dorm devotions for Friday night. Denise White will plan
and lead Saturday morning Matins. A host will mentor Young Women guests. Janet
Creasy is organizing Generation Stations during Saturday lunch, where women will
sit together in decade groupings. Lisa Philbeck is organizing the
“Commissioned to Go” t-shirts for the gathering. A new health form is being
designed by Judy Schlegel and Donna Prunkl and will be utilized for all participants.
Young women will sign a Youth Expected Behavior Contract developed by Robin
McCraw. The committee will lead child care and the young women programming.
Women’s Theological Seminar: Inez Torez Davis, a retired member of the
Churchwide staff, will lead the seminar on racial justice from a female perspective.
It will be held November 17-18, 2017, at the NC Synod Office in Salisbury. A task
group made up of committee members has been established. The brochure will be
available at the gathering.
Co-chairs – Donna Prunkl and Denise White
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JUSTICE

GPR Report 2016-2017

Goals: To educate and encourage any area of participation available by articles and
information on:
1) Recycle, reuse, reduce articles
2) Ronald McDonald House Tabs
3) Crossnore School support with educational labels
4) Knowledge about Special days, i.e. Rachel, World Day of Prayer, Church
Women United
5) Ways to use clean medicine bottles
6) Lutheran Immigration and Refuge Services
7) Day Kits for Girls Missing School
8) Annual Gathering Speaker from Crossnore School for 2017-School committed
August 2016
9) Anti-Racial and Human Trafficking information
10) Lutheran Services Carolinas collections
Members took topics of interest for articles for the Bulletin. For those that were not
comfortable with articles they elected to find ways to present information to their
congregations to encourage participation or to further educate, i.e. bulletin insert on
Sunday, bulletin board at church, outdoor church sign, church newsletter, temple talks,
circle gatherings.
Ronald McDonald House and Crossnore School has been featured in many Bulletin’s.
Green Spaces, Recycle, Reuse, reduce steps have been suggested the entire year in
the Bulletin.
Medicine bottles found new homes due to investigation of needs.
World Community Day, Church Women United, Rachel’s Day and World Day of
Prayer have been recognized by publication in the Bulletin.
Best practices was also explored and suggested for growing our congregations and
communities.
Anti-Racial speeches and articles have been delivered by members of the team.
Day Kits for young girls awareness was made to encourage participation state wide.
Lutheran Immigration/Human Trafficking has been brought to the attention of our
SWO, with awareness knowledge and supportive suggestions for the victims.
Lutheran Services Carolinas has varied need levels and this team made available list
of items and deadlines for pick up, delivery and area of delivery.
This is a group of Bold Women that supported Women of the ELCA of NC in areas
across the state. They truly have been God’s Hands, with laughter, tears, and
commitment.
Co-Chairs - Rev. Mary Lautensleger and Tonie Neal
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STEWARDSHIP

GPR Report 2016-2017

The Stewardship Committee is a newly formed committee that seeks to carefully
and responsibly manage the money, property, and resources that God has entrusted
to us. We have several goals: 1) To encourage and equip women to consider their
responsibility and capacity for stewardship and faithful giving, 2) To seek financing
in creative ways such as grants, 3) To educate women in lifelong financial and endof-life planning, 4) To manage and encourage giving to our scholarship program, 5)
To aid our congregational units in drafting and updating constitutions, and 6 ) To
update the Synodical Constitution with amendments by the Synodical Women’s
Expression and as mandated by the Church Women’s Organization.
Our committee has worked diligently to review all constitutions of the
congregational units that are on file. Many were updated within the last five years,
but others will need updates. We will wait until after the Triennial Conference in
July 2017 to request these new constitutions. Brochures for the Christine Bohr
Anderson Scholarship were distributed to Spring Gathering attendees and are
available on the website. We hope that every unit will inform their congregation of
this need and opportunity to donate to this worthy scholarship.
Several articles were written for the Bulletin concerning giving. We ask each
woman of the ELCA to prayerfully consider increasing their giving by just $1 per
month. That small amount per person would create a huge sum statewide. 1st Peter
4:10 instructs us, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace.”
Co-chairs - Nena Babb and Terri Brown
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NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION OF THE
Women of the ELCA OFFICERS 2016-2017
Susan P. Harris
President
Denise H. White
Vice President and Discipleship Co-Chair
Chelsea Jones
Secretary
Nena Babb
Treasurer and Stewardship Co-Chair

NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION OF THE
Women of the ELCA BOARD MEMBERS 2016-2017
Terri Brown
Jane Cadwallader
Tamarah Hefner
Melissa Holden-Jernigan
Rev. Dr. Mary S. Lautensleger
Tonie Neal
Donna Prunkl
Eleanor von Taborsky

Stewardship Co-Chair
Gathering Planning Co-Chair
Conference Leaders Co-Chair
Conference Leaders Co-Chair
Justice Co-Chair
Justice Co-Chair
Discipleship Co-Chair
Gathering Planning Co-Chair
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
THE PATTERSON MEMORIAL FUND
WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
NORTH CAROLINA STATEWIDE WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION (SWO)
CASH RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2016
(2016-2017 School Year Awards)
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
The Committee on Nominations, having given prayerful and thoughtful deliberation to
the duty assigned, submits the following names of women to be placed in nomination:
nominees for each officer to be elected, for Executive Board and for Triennial voting
members.

VICE PRESIDENT
Jane R. Cadwallader

Catawba

Beth Eden

Newton

Congregational: Co-President of WELCA, Secretary of WELCA,
WELCA Participant; choir member, hand bell ringer, supply
organist, pianist, children’s music, member of Outreach
Committee. Conference: Board Liaison for Alexander/Iredell and
Smoky Mountain Conferences, prior Board Liaison for Blue Ridge
Conference. Synodical: Board Member, Co-Chair Gathering
Planning Committee, prior NC SWO Vice President; supply
organist. CWO/Church-at-Large: Volunteer and Participant at
CWO 9th Triennial Gathering in Charlotte (July 2014), Delegate to
several and attended all prior Triennials, elected Voting Member
to 2017 Triennial. Interdenominational: Volunteer work at LWR
warehouse. Occupational: Retired educator, school volunteer,
supply organist for several congregations. Community:
Community Theater, supply organist for local senior retirement
home. Other: Love spending time with family, especially the grandchildren. Age,
Ethnic/Racial Heritage: 65+, Caucasian.

Denise White

Salem

Epiphany Winston-Salem

Congregational: Program Leader, hostess for circle meetings,
speaker at Annual Meeting; Encounter Faith teacher, VBS teacher,
lay reader, gives Children’s Sermon, member Transition Team,
Christian Public Leader practicum. Conference: Retreat program
leader, attends Gatherings, prior Presider for Cabarrus/Stanley
Conference. Synodical: Board Member since 2013, currently
serving as Vice-President, have written programs and Bible
Studies, leader/co-leader for Spring Retreats, prior Board Liaison
for Cabarrus/Stanly and current Board Liaison for Northern
Conference, current Co-Chair of Discipleship Committee and prior
Co-Chair Leadership, Communications and Mission: Growth; first
year Seminarian at Luther Seminary. CWO/Church-at-Large:
elected Voting Member to the 2017 Triennial Gathering.
Occupational: Currently School Counselor for Davidson County
Schools and previously for Cabarrus County Schools, member NC School Counselor
Association. Community: participated in 5K runs that benefits community and involves
students from my elementary school, oversees the fold bag program. Age, Ethnic/Racial
Heritage: 50-64, Caucasian.
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SECRETARY
Joyce Ohlson

Mecklenburg-Union

A Mighty Fortress Charlotte

Congregational: WELCA Participant since moving to NC in
2015, prior WELCA Participant in Montana since 1997, prior
WELCA President, Secretary and Board member since 2002 in
Montana; current Member of Church Council and prior Church
Council experience in Montana. Conference: Secretary for
Montana Cluster (2013-2015). Synodical: Member of Justice
Committee. CWO/Church-at-Large: elected to Churchwide
Women of the ELCA Board at Triennial in July 2014 at Charlotte,
served on Board until moving to NC in Oct 2015. Occupational:
Registered Nurse in a hospital. Community: Relay for Life.
Age, Ethnic/Racial Heritage: 50-64, Caucasian.

Alice Nelson

Triangle

Holy Trinity

Raleigh

Congregational: Circle member and Bible Study leader; Sunday School teacher for Pre-K,
4th grade and adults, consistent volunteer and proofreader for
weekly and annual documents, replacement for office manager
during days off and vacations. Conference: Attend Spring & Fall
Conference Gatherings in home conference and other
conferences, attend One-Day Retreat. Synodical: Member of
various Synodical Committees, Parliamentarian for 2015 NC
SWO Annual Gathering, attended Spring Retreat at Kure Beach
(3 yrs). CWO/Church-at-Large: Attended and volunteered at
Triennial Gathering in Charlotte. Occupational: Retired Special
Education teacher and school administrator; event planner and
editor/proofreader for pharmaceutical company.
Age, Ethnic/Racial Heritage: 65+, Caucasian
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BOARD MEMBER
Linda Davis

Mecklenburg-Union

Holy Trinity Charlotte

Congregational: President and Vice President of WELCA; Church Council Member and
Treasurer, Communion Assistant, Assisting Minister, choir member. Conference: Treasurer’s
Assistant for Mecklenburg/Union Conference.
Synodical:
Member Gathering Planning Committee. CWO/Church-at-Large:
Volunteer and Participant at CWO 9th Triennial Gathering in
Charlotte, July 2014.
Occupational:
Marketing & Public
Relations at Presbyterian Hospital, owner Accounting & Tax Prep
office. Community: C Volunteer Merry Oaks International
Academy, President of PTA. Other: Regent, Vice Regent and
Secretary for Piedmont Patriots Chapter DAR.
Age,
Ethnic/Racial Heritage: 65+, Caucasian.

Alecia Harrison

Triangle

Lord of Life

Garner

Congregational: Local liaison to state-wide activities; Church
Council Member (6 years) and Church Council President (1
year), Mutual Ministry, Christian Education. Conference:
Treasurer’s Assistant for Triangle Conference (8 years), Bible
Study leader at Gatherings. Synodical: Conference Leader,
member of Discipleship and Leadership Committees, participated
in bus trip to LWR, participant in Kure Beach Retreats, Spring &
Fall Gatherings & Theological Seminars; attended Synod
Assembly. CWO/Church-at-Large: Attended 9th Triennial
Gathering in Charlotte, July 2014. Interdenominational: BSF,
Sigma Sigma Sigma Chapter advisor. Occupational: CRNA
(Nurse Anesthetist), member of AANA and NCANA. Community:
CROP Walk, Relay for Life, Rotary Breakfast. Other: US Army
Reserves. Age, Ethnic/Racial Heritage: 50-64, Caucasian.
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Lisa Philbeck

Southwestern

Ascension

Shelby

Congregational: President of WELCA, Easter Egg Hunts, Fall
Festival; Youth Leader, Sunday School, Church Council Member,
Vice Chair of Council, President/Chair of Council, VBS, and
Christmas Pageant. Conference: Board Liaison for
Alexander/Iredell and Blue Ridge Conferences. Synodical:
Member Leadership and Discipleship Committees; Call
Committee. Occupational: Teacher for 13 years. Community:
Girl Scout Leader, Relay for Life Team Captain, Girls on the Run.
Age, Ethnic/Racial Heritage: 35-49, Caucasian

Eleanor vonTaborsky

Sandhills

St Mark’s Lumberton

Congregation: Chair or Music and Worship, Council member, Worship Assistant, Bible
Study, Youth Advisor, Hurricane Relief Ministry. Conference:
Previous Treasurer’s Assistant for Sandhills Conference, Spring &
Fall Conference Committee. Synodical: Current NC SWO
Board Member; member of start-up Mission Church in Florida,
President/Vice President Florida WELCA, Member Florida (19742013). CWO/Church-at-Large: Attended Triennial in 2014,
Delegate to National Assembly in Denver. Interdenominational:
Attend interdenominational tent meetings. Occupational:
Retired medical assistant, 30+ years. Community: Boy Scouts
25+ years, Blood donor, Hospice Volunteer. Age, Ethnic/Racial
Heritage: 65+, Caucasian.
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Kathy Wallace-Bailey

Catawba

St. Andrew’s Hickory

Congregational: President of Unit (4 yrs), Bible Study participant; Co-Chair Evangelism

Committee, Communion Assistant, Shut-In Visitor, attend
Adult Sunday School, projects as the need arises.
Conference: Current Treasurer Assistant for Catawba
Conference, prior Catawba Conference Presider.
Synodical: Member of Mission: Growth and Discipleship
Committees, leader for two Fall Retreats at Blowing Rock
and one at Kure Beach, prior NC SWO Board Member (4
yrs); Lutheran World Relief volunteer, annual collection of
Lutheran World Relief kits. CWO/Church-at-Large:
Attended and volunteered at 9th Triennial Gathering in
Charlotte NC; Voting Delegate at 8th Triennial Gathering in
Spokane WA; World Hunger, ELCA projects.
Interdenominational: Work with and support Church
Women United. Occupational: Activities Assistant at Kingston Residence of Hickory
(17 yrs) which is an independent and assisted living community where I make a
contribution to their lives by keeping the residents active and happy. Community:
Through St. Andrew’s I help and support many projects like CCM, Family Care Center
and the homeless. Age, Ethnic/Racial Heritage: 65+, Caucasian.
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Proposed Change to the NC SWO Constitution and Bylaws
The purpose of this change is to increase the number of board members.
By increasing the number of board members, it will be possible to have
two co-chairs for each of our committees. The proposed change was
read at the 2016 Annual Gathering and shall be brought before the 2017
Annual Gathering for a vote.

ARTICLE VII
BOARD OF THE SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION

SECTION 1. Composition and Authority.
Item 1. There shall be a board of this synodical women’s organization
consisting of the four elected officers together with eight (nine) elected
members. As nearly as possible, at least 10 percent of the board
members shall be persons of color and/or persons who primary
language is other than English, and no more than one officer or board
member shall come from the same unit.

SECTION 6. Board Members.
Item 1. There shall be eight (nine) members of the board elected by the
convention of the synodical women’s organization for a term of two
years. Each board member shall be a participant in a unit and a
member of the ELCA.
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In Appreciation
…and to the glory of God for this weekend with our Sisters and Brothers in faith!
2016-2017 Women of the ELCA Board: for their outstanding work and devotion
to “mobilize women to act boldly on their faith”
Jean Beaver: for serving as our acting secretary and being our “go-to” person with all her
wealth of knowledge, patience, energy, and dedication to NC Women of the ELCA and LenoirRhyne University
North Coastal Conference: for serving as our hostess and ushers for the 2017 Annual
Gathering
North Carolina Synod Office: for their support, cooperation, and loan of the altar linens and
communion ware
Lenoir-Rhyne University: for the use of their facilities
Carol Ann Norris: for making the beautiful Gathering banner
Pastor Jennifer Ginn: for her inspiration as Gathering Chaplain and for hosting an
Early Bird Bible Study, leading our Friday night worship service, and offering
prayers for guidance throughout the weekend
Ada Smith:
Gathering

for graciously serving as our music director and pianist for the

Jody Smiley: for sharing information from the Women of the ELCA Executive Board
Stephanie Bell Burke: for her inspiration as the keynote speaker and artistic work
Janet Matthews, L-R Director of Conferences and Events: for making arrangements for NC
Women of the ELCA and accommodating our many requests
Scott Woodard and Cassidy Robbins: for their assistance and patience in getting us set up
and ready to go in Belk Centrum and Grace Chapel
“Chef Jeremy” McKosh, Executive Chef and Director of ARAMark Food Services: for working
with Gathering Planning in attempting to satisfy the taste buds of the women and children, all
the while, with a sense of humor
Kiana Sinz: for providing hospitality to our CWO Representative
Eleanor von Taborsky: for providing hospitality to our Chaplain
Awareness Session Leaders: for leading informative and stimulating sessions
Linda Davis, Gathering Planning committee member: for providing technical support during
the Annual Gathering
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In Appreciation (continued)
Denise H. White, Co-Chair of Discipleship Committee: for writing and leading Saturday
Morning Matins
The Discipleship committee: for writing the dorm devotions
Lois Beddard: for serving as Parliamentarian
Donna Prunkl: for design and explanation of the logo, for Gathering publicity and coverage,
ministry video, and all the other things she does for Women of the ELCA
NC Synod staff: for sharing the video presented at Synod Assembly
Leaders working with our youngest participants and all the girls’ groups, the
Future Women of the ELCA
Marguerite Taylor, Linda Davis and Dot Fairchild: for serving as members of the audit
committee to review the financial records of the NC Women of the ELCA
Unique World Gifts, 10,000 Villages: for providing merchandise
Jacque Yacobucci: for overseeing the displays at Cromer Center
Lutheran Chapel, Gastonia: for providing water bottles for presenters
Kay Lineberger and Linda Davis: for proofreading the GPR
Gathering Planning Committee Members: for all your ideas, energy, enthusiasm, support, and
dedication to this committee and NC Women of the ELCA
And to the many, many other people who have helped in so many ways:
a big THANK YOU!
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How to Report on the Gathering
The congregational/inter-congregational unit should schedule a report of the Gathering as soon as possible following the
Gathering. Here are some suggestions for making your report interesting and thought provoking.
1. Have a notebook available or use space provided in the program book for all Gathering notes. Include those facts and
statements that seem most important. Be conscientious in quoting accurately.
2. Mark in your Program and Reports the actions on which the Gathering votes.
3. Review and summarize notes while the Gathering is still fresh in your mind. Correlate information and ideas to make
an interesting and informative presentation.
4. Brighten your report with visual aids. Display contents of the gathering packet and other material obtained.
5. Use a wipe board or flip chart to list names, figures, and facts you feel are important enough to remember.
6. Plan a report that sustains interest, highlights important information, and remains within the time allotted by your
presiding officer.
•
State the date, place and setting of the gathering.
•
Give the theme and gathering hymn, scriptures, and goals.
•
Report briefly on addresses – share a few statements concerning some of the messages you found
meaningful.
•
Report on election results.
•
Report on resolutions adopted.
•
Briefly summarize the report of the president and the board.
•
Report on special features that were most meaningful to you – worship services, devotions, Bible study,
awareness sessions, and messages from guest speakers.
Conclude your presentation with some general observations as to the fellowship and spirit of the gathering. You might have the
group sing the gathering hymn.

Offerings will be divided between the Patterson Memorial Scholarship fund, the on-going
programs of the Women of the ELCA, and the Triennial Offering. In-kind gifts will be donated to
Lutheran Services Carolinas.

Friday
Offering

Saturday
Offering

At t endance
Report

Sunday
Offering
Fri da y
Reg i str at ion

Total
Offering
S atu rd a y
Reg i str at ion

In Kind
Gifts
Fin al R eg ist r ati on

Vot ing M emb er s
P art i cip ant s
NC SW O O f f i ce r s
NC SW O Bo ar d M emb er s
CW O Re pr e se nt a t iv e( s)
Cl er g y
G ue st s
T he Y oun g W o me n G ue st s
High S choo l/ Co ll eg e
M iddle S cho ol
Chi ld C a r e ( t h rou gh 10 yr s)

Total

90

NOTES

91

92

93

