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NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 

www.ncwelca.org 
The Bulletin – October 2015 

The Bulletin comes out for each month except July and August and is the major method of communicating with the 
congregational units or expressions and participants.  Receive it either by e-mail or by regular mail.  You automatically 
receive the Bulletin if you are a unit president, a conference leader, a board member, or serve on a committee.  It is up to 
you to share the information in the Bulletin with all of the other participants.  Email it, put the information in your church 
newsletter, post it on your unit’s Women of the ELCA bulletin 
board, or make copies – get the word out so others know how 
they can participate.  Do whatever you must to be sure each 
woman gets this information.  Anyone not currently receiving 
the Bulletin can be added to the emailing list by contacting 
Stephanie Buie, our secretary.   
 
From The Desk Of The President: 
 
By the time October arrives, a group of 
women from North Carolina will have 
traveled to Maryland and returned home. 
What they return with, other than 
photographs and possibly a few souvenirs, 
will be a rewarding experience. Hopefully, 
they will also bring back with them a better 
understanding of the work of Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR).  
 
According to their website, “Lutheran World 
Relief is a ministry of U.S. Lutherans, 
serving communities living in poverty 
overseas. In 2014…Lutheran World Relief 
reached 4,763,599 people in 35 countries.” 
Founded more than fifty years ago, 
“Lutheran churches in at least twenty states 
mobilized to help in Europe” following 
World War II.  The mission of Lutheran 
World Relief is as follows: “Affirming 
God’s love for all people, we work with 
Lutherans and partners around the world to 
end poverty, injustice and human suffering.” 
 
The congregations of the NC synod, and the 
NC Women of the ELCA specifically, have 
supported this agency through its quilt and 
kit ministry for many years.   Colorful quilts 
are created during the year and are shipped 
to the LWR warehouse each fall. These 
quilts provide “warmth and comfort to 

children, the displaced, and elderly across 
the globe.”  (See more information about 
LWR collection dates and locations included 
in this edition of the Bulletin.) 
 
Besides quilts, congregational units 
assemble school kits, personal care kits, and 
baby care kits.  As local children return to 
school and school supplies are on sale, it 
would be an excellent time to begin 
assembling school kits. Personal care kits 
are a way to “share God’s grace and love by 
providing basic necessities to victims of 
violence and natural disaster;” and baby care 
kits “help to give more babies in poor areas 
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a healthy start to life.” (The LWR website 
contains information regarding the contents 
and packing of all these kits.)  
 
Last February, when I attended the 
Conference of Synodical Presidents in 
Chicago, I participated in making fleece tied 
blankets for Lutheran World Relief. Each 
president was asked to bring two pieces of 
fleece and the array of colors and designs 
were as varied as the presidents themselves, 
some flashy and vibrant and others were 
more conservative and understated. With the 
two pieces of fabric spread across the tables, 
we snipped the edges into strips and tied 
knots around the borders, securing the two 
together. From Friday afternoon until 
Sunday, as time permitted, we cut and tied 
the fleece pieces to make over fifty warm, 
thick blankets.  
 
One of the lessons I learned while making 
these fleece blankets is that some people are 
better cutters and some people are better 
with tying.  After cutting the edges of the 
fleece for the first blanket, I began to tie the 
strips together. I soon noticed that my knots 
were not as neat and pretty as those that the 
president beside me was tying. Someone 
explained that it was a Girl Scout knot, left 
over right and right over left. Well, when I 
was growing up, I was a 4-H Club member, 
not a Girl Scout. No matter how many times 
I tried, I could not perfect the skill of tying 
the knots so I ultimately decided I should 
stick to cutting rather than tying. That’s the 
way life is sometimes.  We can’t all be good 
at everything but we can all find something 
we can do well.  
 
On the Lutheran World Relief website, the 
values of that organization include the 
following statement:  “All people are made 
in the image of God (Imago Dei, Genesis 
1:26, James 3:9) and are human beings of 
dignity and worth. Each life-course is laden 

with meaning and purpose as we live out our 
callings. Working together, our common 
vocation transforms communities.” And 
quoting from their vision, “Empowered by 
God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ, we 
envision a world in which each person, 
every community and all generations live in 
justice, dignity and peace.” These words call 
to mind the theme of the NC Women of the 
ELCA for this year, I Am Created-Called-
Empowered.  We are living out our callings 
wherever we may be in life and are 
“empowered by God’s unconditional love.” 
 
Even if you were not able to participate in 
the “field trip” to the Lutheran World Relief 
headquarters in September, please join us as 
we support their mission with the collection 
of quilts and kits this fall and include this 
organization and its ministry in your 
prayers. 
 
Grace and peace,  

Susan  
NC Women of the ELCA President 
 
 
 

 

 



3 
 

 
 
Taking A Stand Against Domestic 

Violence 
By: Christine Price 

Leadership 
 
What words or images come to mind when 
you hear the words “Domestic Violence?”   
Poor, uneducated, women of color; all 
married couples have problems; mental 
illness, drug and or alcohol causes abuse; 
she stays so she must be OK; men are 
always the abusers; how can it be abuse if 
you don’t see a visible mark; kids forget 
seeing the pushing or hitting and they forget 
the yelling and harsh words over time; there 
are lots of preconceived ideas and myths 
about domestic violence but do we really 
know the FACTS? 
 
The fact is domestic violence is found any 
and everywhere, in all kinds of families and 
relationships. Domestic violence can 
originate within any culture, class, race, 
religion, marital status, sexual orientation, 
age or sex of a person.  Domestic violence 
does not discriminate. Any individual can 
potentially be a victim or perpetrator.  
 
Domestic violence can be classified into 
several different types of abuses and are 
often a combination of abuses.   
 

 Physical Abuse 
 Psychological Abuse 

 Economic Abuse 
 Sexual Abuse 
 Cyber Abuse 
 Stalking 

 
Domestic violence can be defined as when 
one person tries to control and or holds 
power over their intimate partner through 
violence or threat of violence.  Domestic 
violence abuses are not all visible burses, 
cuts, or broken bones; perpetrators of 
domestic violence can use psychological, 
economical, and cyber types of abuse to 
control their victim without ever physically 
touching.     
 

 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men will 
have been victims of some form of 
abuse by an intimate partner within 
their lifetime. 

 1 in 15 children are exposed to 
intimate partner violence each year 
and 90% are eyewitnesses.  

 According to NC Department of 
Justice in 2013, 108 individuals (62 
females and 46 males) were 
murdered by perpetrators (88 males 
and 27 females) due to domestic 
violence.  

 
WOW! These statistics are frightening, but 
it gets worse. Teen Dating, Campus 
Violence, and Cyber Stalking are all now on 
the rise. 
 

 20.9% of female and 13.4% of male 
high school students report being 
physically or sexually abused by a 
dating partner. 

 1 in 5 (18%) of ALL internet users 
has experienced a severe form of 
online abuse with females 18-24 
experiencing the most severe online 
abuse.  
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 43% of college women reported 
experiencing abusive behaviors from 
their partner. 

 Children and teens raised in violent 
homes are more likely to continue 
the cycle of abuse in adulthood.    

 
Do these statistics surprise you or are you 
part of the statistic? I was the 1 in 3 women, 
I was the 1 in 15 children, I was the 90% 
eyewitness, I was the high school and 
college student, and I survived to make a 
healthier generation and end the cycle of 
domestic violence. 
 

 Victims of domestic violence need a 
Safety Plan.  Often victims have to 
leave everything they own behind to 
get out safely. 

 In 2003 the Address Confidentiality 
Program was started to protect the 
victims of domestic violence and 
stalking.  

 
God values every one of His creations. We 
are Created, Called, and Empowered by God 
to go out, act out, and tell of His almighty 
love and grace given freely and abundantly 
to ALL. It is up to every one of us to build 
up, encourage, and guide the children and 
young adults of today to develop a healthy 
and loving future.  
 
How can you get involved to bring 
awareness and Stand Against Domestic 
Violence? 
 

 If you are being abused take the First 
Step and call: 800-799-7233 
National Domestic Violence Hot 
Line 24/7: www.thehotline.org  or  
NC Department of Justice: 
www.ncdoj.gov  

 If you are the abuser: STOP  

 Become an advocate: National 
Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence 
888-997-9124 or www.ncadv.org 
(visit their Facebook page) 

 Contact your local Family Guidance 
Center or Women’s Shelter to find 
out their needs, volunteer or make a 
donation. 

 Organize a moment of silence during 
October to remember victims and 
honor survivors.  

 Wear Purple the month of October. 
 
Take the power away from domestic 
violence perpetrators; give courage, hope, 
and build up the women, men, and children 
within your family, friends, and community.  
Take a Stand Against Domestic Violence! 
 
 

 
 

Annual Gathering Update 
By: Patti Lovell 

Gathering Planning Co-Chair 
 
As I wrote last month, your NC SWO Board 
and The Gathering Planning Committee 
really do review and discuss the Evaluation 
Forms you are given the opportunity to 
complete for our annual SWO Gatherings. 
 
>We were very happy to receive the most 
positive comments about the food over the 
weekend!  While there are a couple of things 
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to discuss for 2016, both participants and the 
dining hall staff felt meals were well 
received this year. 
 
>There were many comments about the 
lighting in Belk Centrum being poor and it 
was.  This is something that will be 
discussed with the Event Director and the 
technical staff.  There were also many 
glitches with the tech staff during the 
Business Sessions.  These are issues that are 
on our agenda list when we meet with the 
Lenoir-Rhyne University leaders. 
 
>There were requests for both more 
Awareness Sessions and fewer Awareness 
Sessions.  The time schedules will also be 
studied moving forward for both the Early 
Bird and Awareness Sessions.  Presenters do 
have the option of using only one of the time 
slots and that would allow them to attend a 
program that interests them. Obviously, 
there is only some much time with which to 
work. 
 
>There were comments that the Election 
Process was interesting while others noted 
they felt the process seemed disorganized 
and too time consuming.  The President is 
looking at ways to make the  elections 
smoother,  Be aware, though, that the 2106 
NC SWO Gathering will involve electing 
President and Treasurer, Board Members 
and Triennial Delegates and alternates for 
each of the seats North Carolina will have 
for the 2017 Triennial. 
 
The Gathering Planning Committee had a 
great working session on Committee Day I 
in Mooresville.  We brainstormed keynote 
speakers, chaplains, scripture, hymns, and 
schedule. 
We will be having information on the 
website as news about guests and programs 
are put into place. 
 

As always, we appreciate your support and 
ask for your prayers as the Board and 
committees work, remembering that we are   
CREATED  *  CALLED  *  EMPOWERED   
as children of God and sisters in Christ. 
 
 

 
 

The Malawi Project 
By: Melanie Denny 

Mission: Community 
 
Malawi is the eighth poorest nation on earth.  
The residents of this South African nation 
face a destitute lifestyle.  Most residents are 
hard put to escape malnutrition, starvation, 
disease and early death.  Even at the very 
best of times they are forced to work long, 
extremely hard days trying to raise enough 
crops to live from season to season. 
Think about making a trek from one village 
to another, taking a day of walking and then 
waiting; while ill, just to receive medical 
care.  Then, at best, you are given a few pills 
to take home twisted in a scrap of paper, 
because that’s all there is to hold them.  You 
may forget the instructions for taking them 
on that long trek back home.  Once you 
arrive home, will they be safe from 
children? 
 
Meanwhile, here in America, we probably 
all have a few pill bottles lying around that 
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we aren’t using, either in our medicine 
cabinet, kitchen drawer or bedside table.  If 
we throw them away, that’s more plastic in 
the landfill. 
Medicine bottles for Malawi is a project 
with an idea so simple- but so spot on.  It is 
easy to do, very inexpensive, and will make 
you feel good to realize you’ve helped 
others. 
 
How you can help: 
 
A – Take your medicine, keep the bottle.  
You can also send bottles like Motrin, 
Advil, vitamin bottles (just no large bottles). 
 
B – Remove the labels completely. 
 
C – Mail them.  A flat manila bubble 
envelope works well and is cost efficient.  
You may use 4th class postage.  Mail to: 
 
The Malawi Project, Inc. 
3314 Van Tassel Drive 
Indianapolis, IN  46240 
 
Now, you may decide to do this as a church 
project with all circles involved, or circle by 
circle, or even individually.  Please keep the 
mailing address and do not bring them to 
Gathering.  Whatever decision you make 
about HOW to participate; we urge you TO 
participate. 
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 29TH Anniversary of Women of the ELCA  
            September 2015 – July 2016 

  
  
                            

  
  

 
October 2015 
1 
3 
3 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
15 
15 
24 
24 
31 

                DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 
Bulletin Deadline for November 
Salem Conference Fall Gathering, Nazareth, Rural Hall 
South Coastal Conference Fall Gathering, St. Paul’s, Wilmington 
Alexander/Iredell Conference Fall Gathering, Amity, Cleveland 
Blue Ridge Conference Fall Gathering, Grace, Boone 
Cabarrus/Stanly Conference Fall Gathering, First Lutheran, Albemarle 
Catawba Conference Fall Gathering, St. Paul’s, Startown 
Central and Northern Conferences Fall Gathering, Grace, Thomasville 
Rowan Conference Fall Gathering, St. Peter’s, Salisbury 
Sandhills Conference Fall Gathering, Our Savior, Southern Pines 
Smoky Mountain Conference Fall Gathering, St. Mark’s, Asheville 
Triangle Conference Fall Gathering, Our Savior, Durham 
Bulletin Send November 
Carolina Vine (Fall issue) Send out 
Mecklenburg/Union Conf. Fall Gathering, A Mighty Fortress, Charlotte 
North Coastal Conf. Fall Gathering, Shepherd of the Sea, Atlantic Beach 
Board Reports Due 
 
 

November, 2015 THANKOFFERING MONTH 
1 Bulletin Deadline for December 
1 
6 
 
13-14 
15 

All Saints Sunday 
Church Women United, World Community Day 
Lutheran World Relief Fall Collections Drop-Off Deadline  
SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake 
Bulletin Send December 

 
 
 
 
 
December, 2015 

 
                                  
                                
 
 
                              CHRISTMAS 

1 Bulletin Deadline for January  
1 World AIDS Day 
15 Bulletin Send January  
25 Christmas 
31 Board Reports Due 
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January, 2016 

 
 
                              NEW YEAR 

1                                          Bulletin Deadline for February  
15 Bulletin Send February  
15 Carolina Vine (Winter issue) articles to Editor and Pres 
23 Committee Day II – St. Jame’s, Fayetteville 
18-24 
30 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Committee Day II (Snow date) – St. Jame’s, Fayetteville 

31  
 
 

Carolina Vine (Winter issue) Send out 

February, 2016 BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
1 Bulletin Deadline for March  
10 
13 
15 

Ash Wednesday 
One Day Retreat – (held in many Conferences) “Stitches in Scripture” 
Bulletin Send March  

15 Board Reports Due 
19-21 Conference of SWO Presidents – Chicago 
28 Bold Women’s Sunday (Women of the ELCA Sunday) 
  
 
 
March, 2016 
1 

 
 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
SWO Committee Reports Due for GPR 

1 
4-5 
11-13 

Bulletin Deadline for April  
SWO Board Meeting – High Rock Lake  
Spring Retreat – Kure Beach – “Prayers of Jesus” 

15 Bulletin Send April  
27 Easter 
30 Carolina Vine (Spring issue) articles to Editor and Pres 
  
  
  
April, 2016 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 
1 Bulletin Deadline for May/June  
15 Bulletin Send May/June  
15 
 

Carolina Vine (Spring issue) Send Out  

 
 
 

 

May, 2016  
1 
4 
TBD 

Christine Bohr Anderson Seminary Scholarship Applications Deadline 
Rachel’s Day 
NC Synod Assembly 
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June, 2016                     
1 Board Reports Due 
24-26 
25 

NC Women of ELCA SWO 29th Annual Gathering  
Patterson Memorial Scholarship Applications Due  

30 Committee Evaluations Due 
 
 
July, 2016 

 
 

15 
22-24 
30 

Carolina Vine (Summer issue) articles to Editor and President 
Board Retreat – Location TBD 
Carolina Vine (Summer issue) Send Out 
 

  
August, 2016  
1 Bulletin Deadline for September  
15 Bulletin Send September  
TBD Committee Day I – Location TBD 
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
URGENT! NEW &  IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE LWR FALL 
COLLECTION! 
 
To:  All Lutheran Congregations of NC  
 
From: The Mission Action Committee/ Lutheran World Relief Synod Coordinator,  Rachel  Price 
 
Re:  Parish Projects/ Drop-off Info 
 
Date:  September 1, 2015 
 
We remember with sadness the earthly passing in December of Phyllis Still who was the LWR 
co-ordinator at Augsburg in Winston-Salem.  At the same time we rejoice that she is now in her 
heavenly home. 
 
I hope your congregation is continuing its efforts in these LWR Year Round Projects.  THANKS 
FOR ALL YOUR HARD WORK.  Terri Brown, the NC women’s treasurer made a chart about 
our parish projects that were donated the past several years.  This chart was published in one of 
the monthly bulletins last year. LWR headquarters will pay for our TOTAL shipment to New 
Windsor, MD IF the total weight is more than 15,000 lbs.  If the total weight is less than 15,000 
lbs., then the Women of the ELCA would have to pay for that shipment, too.  I encourage each 
congregation to prepare   as many items for LWR as you can and keep this info in mind as you 
make items for the coming years. 
     
 Remember:  IT IS THE RESPONSBILITY OF THE NC WOMEN OF THE ELCA to pay 
for the shipments that are picked up at each drop-off site!  The charges vary due to distance, 
but more importantly, the weight.  We invite congregations, groups, and individuals to make 
monetary contributions to this very worthwhile cause.  You can make your check payable 
To: NC WOMEN of the ELCA.  and mark it for LWR pickups.  Send your check to the  
NC Women's treasurer.  She is Terri Brown   1112 Cruse Road  Salisbury, NC 28146.                                                                                                   
DO NOT put the check in the cases or take it to the drop-off sites.    
 
For the new kits, look at the LWR Quilt & Kit Ministry Guide-2012-2013.  PLEASE pay 
close attention to the info for assembling and packing items. (page 1).  You can call 1-800-
LWR-LWR2 for extra copies of the 2012-13 guide which are free.  Please keep these brochures 
as they probably will be used for several more years. You can also get the same info at the 
website lwr.org.—Get Involved. 
  
Follow packing directions—Remember that the new kits have new names.  The new kit 
names are “Personal Care Kits”, “Baby Care Kits”, and “Fabric Kits”. The only kit that 
has the same name is the school kit.  The quilts are now “Mission Quilts”. 
 
No more than 40 pounds to a carton                                                                                                                                                                                         
Only one kind of an item to a carton   
No plastic or paper bags. 



 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO TAPE CASES AND WEIGH THEM!                                                                                                                                                  
Label with contents, your church information and address to: 
 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  
601 MAIN ST.  
NEW WINDSOR, MD 21776 
 
  It would be very difficult to find a drop-off site for every conference and poor stewardship of 
our money as it would be very expensive.  (If the drop-off site listed for your conference is 
not convenient for your church, you may take your items to another drop-off site.  It does 
not matter which drop-off site you use, as all items are consolidated in Hickory and send as 
one shipment from the NC Synod.) 
 
 
The churches at the drop-off sites may contact you if your donations are not packed 
according to LWR specifications! 
 
The dates are  (Mon.- Fri.) Nov 2-6,  (Mon-Fri.) Nov 9-13.  (EXCEPT FOR ASHEVILLE, 
HICKORY and SALISBURY-- SEE DETAILS BELOW).    The first two drop-off sites 
have elections on Nov 3--NO DELIVERIES THERE ON NOV 3.   
 
 We gratefully appreciate these churches agreeing to be drop-off sites for the conferences.      
 
Asheville--St. Mark's (Blue Ridge Mtn. and Smokey Mtn. Conferences)     Dates are                     
Wed. Nov. 4-Tues. Nov. 17, except Sundays. No deliveries on Election Day—Nov.3.                                                                                                                  
P O Box 8608 
10 N Liberty St.   
Asheville, NC 28814-8608 
Contact Eileen Cram 828-253-0043 
 
Charlotte—Morning Star  (Mecklenburg/Union and Cabarrus Conferences)  
12509 Idlewild Road 
Matthews, NC 28105 
Contact   Anne Glovier (cell) 704-222-1831 
 
Dallas--St. Paul's (Southwestern and Gaston Conferences)     
531 Hardin Rd. 
Dallas NC 28034 
Contact  Gail Summey 704-922-4387 
 
Hickory--New Jerusalem   (East Catawba and West Catawba Conferences)    PLEASE 
NOTE: Dates are for SIX DAYS ONLY!  Mon., Nov. 9-Fri. Nov. 13.  Also, Mon., Nov. 16. 
No deliveries on Election Day—Nov.3.                                                                                                                  
2120 Startown Rd. 
Hickory, NC 28602   Contact Pastor Randall Cauble  828-324-7272 



 
Jacksonville--Church of our Savior   (Northeast and Southeast Conferences) 
1115 Lejuene Boulevard Road 
Jacksonville, NC 28540 
Contact Sherry Ercolanese  910-347-2207 
 
Raleigh--Grace (Northeast Piedmont and Sandhills/Piedmont Conferences) 
5010 Six Forks Road 
Raleigh, NC 27609    919-787-1815 
Contact Lois Jean Query   919-847-5497 
 
Salisbury Area--Faith (West Central, West Rowan and East Rowan Conferences) 
NOTE:  DATES ARE FOUR DAYS ONLY! 
Wednesdays (Nov. 4 & 11) 9-11 AM, and Fridays (Nov.6 & 13) 5-7 PM 
205 S. Main St.   P. O. Box 669 
Faith, NC   28041 
Contact  Judy Cobb--704-279-2750                                                             
 
Winston-Salem--Augsburg (Northern Piedmont, Triad, and Northwestern Conferences) 
845 W. 5th St. 
Winston-Salem  NC 27101 
Contact  Nancy Carbone and Marty Tanyi   336-722-8144 
 
These cartons will then be picked up by, consolidated in Hickory, and delivered to the LWR 
warehouse in New Windsor, Md.  Many,  Many, Many thanks to those who will deliver our 
goods to New Windsor all these years.  They have also picked up some of the local 
shipments FREE OF CHARGE.  What a wonderful display of love and friendship! 
 
 
 Thank you so much for your efforts, 
 Rachel T. Price, LWR Coordinator  
 1330 Wessex  Lane  Hickory 28602  
 Home Phone--828-294-1135 
 Email: rtp1330@gmail.com 
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September 1, 2015 
 
 
To: All Lutheran Congregations of North Carolina 
 
From: Rachel T. Price, LWR Synod Coordinator 
1330 Wessex Lane, Hickory, NC 28602 
Home Phone: 828 294 1135 
Email: rtp1330@gmail.com 
 
Re: 2015 Information Sheet for LWR Blankets, Quilts, and Parish Projects                                                                                                          
(The number of bars of soap is not needed.)  Please circle the kind of kits in your cases. 
   
Please fill in the following information for your 2015 collection of blankets, quilts, and parish 
projects for your congregation. Make 3 copies. One goes with your collection to your drop off 
site, send one to me by December 16, 2015 at the above address and keep one for your 
record.  Thanks for your participation in our on-going efforts for Lutheran World Relief. 
 
 
Name of donor church:                                                                          
 
Address:                                                                                          
 
                                                Conference                                         
 
LWR Contact Person:                                                                                                     
. 
 
 Item # of Items # of Cases Weight (lbs) 
 
Baby Care Kits              ____________     ___________    __________________ 
 
Blankets & Mission Quilts               .                  .                       .  
 
Fabric Kits                               .                  .                       . 
     
Personal Care Kits               .                  .                       . 
     
School Kits                   ___________     _____________  __________________ 
            
Soap                                                            .                       . 
           
  TOTALS _________.                       . 
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