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NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION

www.ncwelca.org
JANUARY 2011 BULLETIN
. . .In His great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade . . . 1 Peter 1:3
Dear Sisters in Christ,

How good it feels to experience something new – a new outfit, a new puppy, a new beginning, a new year.  It is hard to believe that 2010 is coming to a close.  During this past year we may have faced some challenges – the impact of the economy or maybe personal issues.  We may be part of a congregation that has been struggling.  As we leave behind the old year we look forward to a new beginning, a new birth.  

With the new year, the NC Women of the ELCA begin a new theme.  The theme for 2011 is “Women of Faith – With Arms Wide Open”.  What a beautiful image that is – women of faith reaching out with wide open arms to welcome, accept, comfort, and serve.  

2011 will be a busy year for us.  Included in this “Bulletin” are opportunities for all of us for growth, ministry and service.   

Be sure to share the information in the Bulletin with all of the other participants.  Additionally, anyone not currently receiving the “Bulletin” can be added to the e-mail list by contacting Kiana Sinz, our secretary.  The “Bulletin” and lots of other information can be accessed on the NC Women of the ELCA website ncwelca.org.  
In this issue of the Bulletin you will find:

· Mission: Community
· Taste those M&M’s - Mission Morsels 
· Ideas for programs for the coming year
· January 17-24, 2011, is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
· Grow Your Group – take a fresh look at ideas to bring women into the Women of the ELCA
· Mission: Growth  
· A prayer for your use.
· Here are some things to consider for 2011
· The One-day Retreat is February 26 - “Faithful Women: Invite, Encourage, Serve”.  The retreat will be held at locations in each of the 15 Conferences – each on the same day at the same time.  The registration form is in this “Bulletin”
· The Spring Retreat at the Beach is April 8 – 10, 2011.  Mark your calendar
· There is an article about “squirreling” – putting something aside so you can go to these events.  
· The Theological Seminar for Women is scheduled for November 11 and 12, 2011.  See the brochure and decide now that you won’t miss this opportunity.  

· Gathering Planning
The 24th Annual NC Synodical Women’s Organization Women of the ELCA Gathering is June 10 – 12, 2011, at Lenoir Rhyne.  
· Gathering Planning updates:  Day care will be available at the Gatherings.  There will be programs for teens and tweens.  Begin now to encourage the young women of your congregations to attend.   
· Awareness Session Registration Forms are due January 23.
· Eighth Triennial Gathering will be held in Spokane, Washington, July 14 through 17, 2011.  

ESCAPE from the busyness of your life.  

RENEW your spirit

REJOICE in fellowship with your Lutheran Sisters!

DISCOVER your heart for service.  

RESPOND to your calling

ATTEND workshops, worship services, bible studies, and other events that will 


transform your life…
· Register for the Triennial Gathering online at www.womenoftheelca.org/triennial4 or call 800-638-3522, ext.2730.  Remember the reduced registration rate of $299 ends January 7, 2011.
· Submit your photos for the Triennial Banner Project.  

· Begin to gather in-kind gifts to be taken to Spokane.  At the Triennial we will be assembling Health, School, Support, and Quilt Kits.  There is also a need for socks, gift cards, and pre-paid phone card.  

· You can order shirts with the Women of the ELCA or the Triennial logo through this website:

http://ocs.landsend.com/cd/frontdoor?store_name=WomenoftheELCA&store_type=3

· Nominations:

· For SWO officers and board – it is time for nominations for Vice President, Secretary and four board members.  You will find the nomination form and job descriptions in the November Bulletin.  (The November Bulletin can be found on the website ncwelca.org)  Prayerfully consider this opportunity.  The deadline is January 2, 2011.  Tamarah Hefner and Jane Cadwallader are the nominating co-chairs. 
· Are you hesitant about running?  Read the article from Kiana entitled “Consider Running for Board”
Mark your Calendar:  Committee Day II will be January 22, 2011, at Kimball Lutheran Church in Kannapolis.  
We have a busy and exciting and challenging new year ahead.  Come and take part.
Sisters – Pray With Me and your sisters around the nation each Monday at noon.  Just stop for a few minutes to pray for all the many projects in which we are all involved and in remembering all those who might need a special prayer on that particular day or throughout that week.  If you wish to receive our list of individuals wanting prayer, let me know by sending me your email address.

Grace and peace,
Sharon Johnson
NC Women of the ELCA President
MISSION: COMMUNITY

M&M’s 

(MISSION MORSELS)

FOR JANUARY, 2011

M&M’s are tiny bits of information from Mission Community Committee for you to share with your church units. Go to www.ncwelca.org or www.womenoftheelca.org for more information.

     As we start a “NEW YEAR” with our new theme: “Women of Faith – with arms wide open”, let us thank our heavenly Father for all our faithful women among us.  How do we show our faith? How can we encourage others? How can we grow as a community of women created in the image of God? How can we serve our fellowman through our projects we are undergoing? With all this being said, let us all unite together and grow in faith for the glory of God the Father.

· Have you planned your programs for the New Year?  

Here is a suggestion: Invite the Anti-Racism Team for “Today’s Dream Tomorrows Reality” to your church unit to give a program.  

And another suggestion: The Adult Saving Kids Team can come and show you ways you can protect your children from predators.  

For more information contact Sharon Johnson, our President, Alice Nelson from Mission Action, or Judy Gainey from Mission Community.  There are many trained people in all areas of NC who can provide this service.  

· January 17-24, 2011, is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  This years Theme is:  “One in the apostles teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayer” Acts 2: 42-47.  This theme looks to Jerusalem for essentials of unity.  Go to the web page 

www.worldcouncilofchurches for more information.

· Have you chosen your day for Women of the ELCA Sunday for 2011?  Now is the Time for Planning when your unit would like to celebrate.  Ladies get busy, and set your date, and get involved.
Growing the Group

Mission: Community

    Growing through Mission Community by inviting a friend, daughter, neighbor, new church member, to your circle group and have a “Community of Women Night”.  Make a display table of what your church unit is active in - like quilts, prayer shawls, Lutheran Family Services, Crossnore School, soft drink tabs, Adult Saving Kids, Today’s Dream Tomorrows Reality, Bible study’s, etc. Serve snacks and have fellowship. Start with a game to get to know one another. Provide child care for those who need this arrangement. Ladies show your BOLD and get it on.

SQUIRRELING

Squirreling may not be a familiar to many of the readers. You may have observed squirrels busy gathering nuts and acorns and hiding them in a tree or elsewhere. That is squirreling! For some of us, squirreling is putting away (hiding) money for something special. Many of us began squirreling away money away in preparation for the Triennial to be held in Spokane, Washington in July 2011. 

Now is a good time to begin putting some money away in preparation for the Spring Retreat to be held at Kure Beach on April 8-10, 2011. “Sacred Spaces” is the theme and the Director of Justice at Women of the ELCA, Inez Torres Davis, is the presenter. 

Mark your calendar and begin squirreling. Please remember hiding place.

                               (Prepared by Mission: Growth Committee)

Consider Running for Board

Have you ever wondered what it takes to be a board member?  The answer to that is to only have a willingness to serve.  When I was asked to run for board 5 years ago I said, “Yes,” and then was not elected. That was okay with me; I felt it just was not my time.  The very next year I was asked to run for board again, and I said, “Yes”.  Soon after, I was asked to run for Secretary instead.  Well, I had to think about that for a little bit; but I said yes in the end.  Believe me when I said I was just a little bit nervous about running for Secretary.  Could I do it?  Would I be able to do a good job?  I had never in my life been elected to anything.  

I must admit that when I was elected I was a little worried.  I had a lot of questions, but I got a lot of support from all the ladies on the board.  They were just a phone call away for any support I needed or questions I may have had.  

By being on the board I have learned so much about what we, as Women of the ELCA, do.  I also grew to understand what each committee is all about.  It has been the most rewarding thing I have ever done in my life.  So, if you feel you would like to run for the board, but are just a little afraid to, DON’T BE.  Even if you have never done something like this in your life, I promise you, it will be the most rewarding thing you will ever do. So consider running for Vice President, Secretary or Board, wherever the Holy Spirit is leading you.  Even if you are not elected this time, that is okay.  Run again next year.  You never know when it will happen.

Kiana Sinz,

Secretary

THINGS TO CONSIDER FOR 2011

As the New Year approaches, there is a tendency for individuals to begin making New Year’s Resolutions. Too often these resolutions are made and, within a few days, they are forgotten. With the theme for 2011 “Faithful Women: With Arms Wide Open”, what comes to mind? Many will think of the statues of Jesus with his arms wide open. Others may think of Jesus gathering us as a hen does her chicks. 

What are some things that faithful women with arms wide open could consider during the year 2011? Ask the women in your group this question. These are a few of the many things one could consider for the New Year:

· Journaling – consider writing a devotion, a prayer, a song or a poem

· Focus on what it means to be a faithful Christian

· Strive to heal broken relationships

· Consider the only source of forgiveness and love 

· Identify fears women face – remember that fears can rob you of peace

· Focus on your vocation – are you able to serve God through your vocation

· Schedule time away from your busy schedule to fellowship with other Christian women and meditate on the Word of God

· Pray for an outpouring of the Spirit of God for our families, church, nation and world

· Commit to grow stronger in your faith – serve where needed instead of looking for and giving excuses

Through the North Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization and your own congregational unit, there are many opportunities for faithful women with arms wide open and witness to the love of Jesus whose arms are always wide open for us.

                         (Prepared by the Mission: Growth Committee)

PRAYER for JANUARY 2011 BULLETIN

As I began to think about writing a prayer for this bulletin, I wanted to use parts of a devotion that I had used before for a program, and use myself at the beginning of the year. It is from a book called “Please Give a Devotion” by Amy Bolding.

Dear God,

As we enter a New Year our hearts breathe a prayer asking God to help us every day – to help us to love all those about us, for no one ever has too much love. We ask God to make us gentle, kind and thoughtful – to make us so long to win others to Christ that we will seek to do some good every day.

Also, as we enter the New Year, we must not forget to be thankful for all the blessings of the past. We are grateful for the peace in our hearts when the world seems to be in turmoil. We thank God for our friends and the freedom of worship. We dedicate our hands, our feet, our hearts and mind to making this a year of service for our Lord.  Amen (Prepared by Geraldine Aldridge, member of the Mission: Growth Committee)
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                                            FAITHFUL WOMEN    

INVITE – ENCOURAGE – SERVE                            

As Christian women, who are faithful, we INVITE, ENCOURAGE and SERVE.

We will look at when, what, to whom and how we do each of these actions.  For 

example, when we invite others, what do we invite others to do; whom do we

invite and how do we invite others?  We will apply these actions in specific ways to our daily ministry.  The study is adapted from “Lesson’s for Today’s Disciples” from the Women of the ELCA.  Each participant is invited to bring a Bible to the retreat.

ONE-DAY RETREAT

Saturday, February 26, 2011
9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Registration and Refreshments begin @ 9:00 a.m.

Cost:  $8.00 (includes materials, snacks and lunch)

Registration Deadline:  February 12, 2011

CONFERENCE/CITY

HOST CONGREGATION
LEADER

Alexander-Iredell/Bethlehem
Shiloh



Sharon Sharpe

Blue Ridge/Granite Falls
Philadelphia


Krickett Militello

Cabarrus-Stanly/Richfield
Mt. Zion


Denise White

Catawba/Hickory

St. Andrews


Karen Birkedal

Central/Lexington

Beck’s



Becky Hoppensteadt

Meck-Union/Charlotte

A Mighty Fortress

Ann Glovier

North Coastal/Greenville
Our Redeemer


Phyllis Myers

Northern/Burlington

St. Paul’s


Jeanette Snipes

Rowan/China Grove

Ebenezer


Terri Brown

Salem/Winston Salem

Augsburg


Melanie Denny

Sandhills/Southern Pines
Our Savior


Tonie Neal

Smoky Mt/Hendersonville
Grace



Phyllis Seibert

South Coastal/Wilmington
Reconciliation


Laura Frank

Southwestern/Lincolnton
St. Luke’s


Marguerite Taylor

Triangle/Durham

Abiding Savior


Sue Kepley and Donna Robey

You may attend any location.  Please send a check for $8.00, payable to NC SWO, with registration form to:  Marguerite Taylor, 1118 Dumbarton Road, Gastonia, NC  28054.  Phone # 704-867-2653.  

Registration deadline is February 12, 2011.
ONE-DAY RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM

Name__________________________________________   Phone ____________________________

Address _____________________________________   City ______________________Zip ________

E-mail Address _____________________________________________________________________

Your Congregation Name/City__________________________________________________________
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Gathering Planning Committee

Women of Faith

With Arms Wide Open

The Committee has been very busy these past few months, so far we have in place:

*Our Keynote Speaker will be Pastor Kristina Johnson.  Pastor of La Iglesia Luterana La Vela in Greensboro.

*Our Chaplain will be Pastor Ruth Ann Sipe, Pastor of Mt Zion in Richfield.

*Scriptures have been chosen.

A. We are working on choosing hymns and music.

B.  Finding a Pianist and Choir Director.

C.  We are working on Awareness Sessions.

D.  We will provide Child Care this year and have two capable young women to take care of our children.

E.  We are working on registration forms.  

F.  We want to offer the "Early Bird" option again.  

G.  For the TAGG and TGIF programs there will be a bigger discount to help mom or grandmother with the

      registration costs.  The Leadership Committee is giving something for these two groups so the discount 

      would be bigger.

Your Gathering Planning Committee will have more to report in the coming months and is working hard to make this an exciting and inspiring Gathering.

Respectfully Submitted By

Kathy Wallace

