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www.ncwelca.org 
 

FEBRUARY 2010 BULLETIN 
 
Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 

Although this is the February newsletter, you are receiving it before Committee Day II, and just after the 
“Twelve Days of Christmas” which ended with the Epiphany. Some of us may have made New Year’s 
resolutions – some not because they knew it wouldn’t be long before they would fall out of resolve. I would like 
to suggest that this is a great time to take time to think about our theme for this year --- 

Sister take my hand… come to the fountain…dance with me…let us serve together. 
We each need to examine how we have lived this theme.  What have we done to invite our sisters to take our 
hand and carry out the responsibilities we acquired when we came to the fountain at our Baptism?  Each time 
we dip our fingers in that water we are reminded that we were made children of God and as sisters and brothers 
we are not only are charged to share the Word with those we come in contact with but also we are to love each 
other as Jesus loves us. 

We each need to extend our hand and invite our sisters to dance in praise to God. We need to set 
ourselves free – able to move with the music in praise to our Savior who created the music and gives us all that 
we need. 

We need to join our sisters to serve together and make sure that all God’s children know of His loving 
presence.  

 
·  News from Women of the ELCA: 

o Individual partnerships – a new way to grow:  For $20 a year you can give a gift to your 
daughter, niece, granddaughter or friend who would enjoy learning more about Women of the 
ELCA.  Individual partnerships provide a subscription to Lutheran Woman Today and Café, as 
well as access to Bible studies, advocacy efforts, global networks, and other resources. Visit the 
website www.womenoftheelca.org or call 800-638-3522 – Ext. 2730 for more information.  

o Katie’s Fund – you or your congregational expression can make a contribution to Katie’s Fumd 
in memory or in honor of a loved one or a woman who is special to you. 

o 2011 Triennial: See the enclosed brochure.  If you have questions you may contact our Triennial 
Gathering Promoter, Melissa Holden. 

 
·  Financial Update: 

As of October 31, 2009 the total pennies collected equals $6082.40 and the “buck in the bucket” 
campaign total is $765.89.   
 

·  Leadership: 
o If you live near Salem Lutheran Church in Salisbury and have room to host one or more 

committee members on January 22, 2010 let Sherry Grissino know.  We are trying to be good 
stewards of your offerings and find housing other than hotels for the women traveling 150 miles 
or more to come to the committee meeting. 
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·  Conference Coordinator: 

o Fall Conference Gatherings Report:  As of October 31, 2009 offerings for the North Carolina 
Companion Synod-Papua New Guinea Task Force equaled $4,374.20;  Rainbow Scholarship - 
$1,215.00;  Pennies - $2,683.74. Thank you all for your generosity   

o Listing of Spring Gatherings:  All the dates are not confirmed but those we have are listed on the 
calendar attached. 

o Spring Gathering Offering:  Companion Synod Costa Rican Task Force to help support a Costa 
Rican young woman going to seminary. 

 
·  Mission Action:  

o Watch for Fair Trade snacks – organic dried cranberries, roasted salted pecans, organic tamari 
roasted almonds and chocolate at the Annual Gathering. 
 

·  Mission Community:   
o Tidbits and More – see the articles enclosed. 

 
·  Mission:  Growth: 

o One-Day Retreats:  “Refill the Well” - Make plans now to attend February 27, 2010 (complete 
registration brochure enclosed).  

o Spring Retreat:  “Come to the Fountain of Mary”, Kure Beach – April 9 -11, 2010, (registration 
brochure is enclosed). 
 

·  Gathering Planning:  See the enclosed note from the Gathering Planning Committee.  
o Need Women of the ELCA tote bags? (see enclosed order form)  

 
·  Important Reminders: 

 
o BOLD WOMEN’S DAY – Sunday, February 21, 2010 

 
o One-Day Fall Retreats:  February 27, 2010  (see enclosed registration form) 

 
o Kure Beach Retreat: April 9-11, 2010 (see enclosed registration form) 

 
o Annual Gathering: June 11 – 13, 2010 (see enclosed registration form) 

 
 
Sister take my hand…come to the fountain…dance with me…let us serve together 
 
Reach out and touch the future, 
 
Cathy Sell 
 
Cathy Sell 
President, NC Women of the ELCA  
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Gathering Planning Committee                                                                                  
Register now for the 2010 Gathering!! 

 
As we mentioned last month, the Early Bird Registration  forms are included here and are posted on the 
website.  Remember these form are good only if postmarked by March 15, 2010. Costs are rising everywhere 
and we are not exempt – so, try to take advantage of the Early Bird option which amounts to about a 17% 
discount!  
 
The regular cost for the entire weekend is $150.00 this year – which is still a great price for two nights lodging, 
five meals and wonderful fellowship!  Register early and the cost is only $125.00!!. Saturday only and 
commuters also receive a discount for registering early.  
 
As you begin to register and determine the delegate for your CE, please remember that registration will begin at 
Noon on Friday. Orientation and the First session will begin Friday at 3:00 or 3:30PM.  This means that 
delegates will need to plan to be there early. As Cathy mentioned before, we will be electing delegates to the 
Triennial in 2011. Some of you may remember that this can be a time consuming process and we want to allow 
plenty of time for fellowship with our sisters in Christ.  
 
We are diligently trying to work out all of the details to provide childcare this year.  Even though we still have a 
few hurdles (like getting people to commit to be caregivers and at what cost), we have included on the 
registration forms the costs for children’s lodging and meals. Children under 6 may stay in the room with you 
for no charge. Those 6-10 years old are charged for lodging.  Children’s meals are $3.20 – for those ages 2-10.  
 
We will be reaching out to you for feedback and suggestions in the next bulletin.  If you believe you will take 
advantage of the childcare, please go ahead and register your child.  Should we run into an insurmountable 
problem, you’ll be notified by April 1. (Of course, is there really such a thing as an ‘insurmountable problem’ 
for a Lutheran Woman?!?)   
 
For those of you who always say ‘I wish I could have attended more Awareness Sessions – there are so many 
good ones!’, we are inviting back many of the presenters from last year.  So if you missed out in 2009, you may 
be able to catch them in 2010.   
 
We also have some great music planned for this year. Sherry Grissino and her brothers will be providing the 
accompaniment – guitars and all – and Amanda Klusman will be our song leader. Get ready for some lively 
tunes and the learning of some new ones!  
 
Your Gathering Planning committee is hard at work to make this an exciting and inspiring Gathering, so stay 
tuned and check the website periodically as well! Our primary goal is to focus on our theme: Sister, take my 
hand – and provide plenty of opportunities for you to… Come to the Fountain, Dance with me, Let us serve 
together.  
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                                                          TIDBITS AND MORE 

MISSION COMMUNITY 
FEBRUARY 2010 

 
·  Sisters, join hands in spiritual unity. 

I challenge each of you to join me in increasing advocacy for justice and peace within our communities.  
We are in a spiritual crisis.  As prayer warriors, we are being called to the front lines and as 
missionaries, we must be prepared to travel great distances and sometimes to wilderness places.  The 
war in the Middle East is not the only war taking place.  The church makes a plea for us to search our 
hearts and examine our faith.  The ELCA and Women of the ELCA are both committed to justice and 
peace.  We are called to be Disciples of Christ even though at times it feels like we are failing.  Find 
renewal and purpose by observing Black History during the month of February.  Take a spiritual 
journey, making it profoundly deep and religious by doing the following things: 
 

1. Face God – pray for those who are different from us. 
2. Envision God’s promise – every people under heaven will be represented-God’s people are 

called and gathered –not scattered. 
3. Confess your sins---1John 1:8. 
4. Commit to the future –it is a given that the Church will reflect the diversity of culture 

 
           Submitted by Gail Starr for Mission Community 
 

·  Sisters, join hearts.  
Our Women’s circle at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in Hickory started “Have a Heart” campaign several 
years ago.  If you would like to start this campaign in your church, pick out a Sunday in February that is 
convenient with your congregation and give a temple talk or have a children’s sermon about feeding the 
hungry.  Pass out paper grocery bags to all church members and ask them to fill them how ever full they 
want and return them on the last Sunday of the month.  You may decorate with red hearts glued or taped 
to the front of the bags.  Give the food you collected to your local cooperative Christian Social 
Ministries or the local food pantry.  Have a Heart and serve the community by utilizing gifts of time, 
talent, and earthly treasures to unite women to walk, dance, and work together to welcome the Kingdom 
of God. 

     Submitted by: Gail Welch for Mission Community. 
 

·  Come to the Well. 
Come and enjoy your sister’s at the Well at The One-Day Lenten Retreat to be held on February 27, 
2010. Check the Bulletin for locations nearest you.  This retreat will be led by Mission Growth 
Committee. 
 

·  Come let us Dance together. 
Plan now for the 2011Triennal Gathering at Spokane, Washington on July 14-17th.  The theme is Renew, 
Respond, and Rejoice! 
 

·  Come let us Praise and Pray. 
On March 5, 2010 we will take a journey to the continent of Africa where the women of the World Day 
of Prayer Committee of Cameroon give us the opportunity to enter a world with song and praise. 
Together, we will dance in such a procession while singing praise to God.  Theme:  “Let everything that 
has breath praise God” (based on Psalm 150) more information in next months Bulletin. 
Judy Gainey Mission Community Committee 



 5 

 
 
 
 

CONFERENCES NORTH CAROLINA WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
Spring Gathering Dates 2010 

 
Alexander /Iredell, St. Johns, Statesville, April 17  
 
Blue Ridge Mountain, Holy Communion, Banner Elk, April 17  
 
Cabarrus/Stanly, Holy Trinity, Mt. Pleasant, April 17 
 
Catawba, TBA 
 
Central, Grace, Thomasville, April 10 
 
Mecklenburg/Union, Holy Trinity, Charlotte April 17 
 
North Coastal, Good Shepherd, Goldsboro, APRIL 10 
 
Northern, Macedonia, Burlington, TBA 
 
Rowan, Organ Lutheran, April 17  
 
Salem, Shiloh, Lewisville, April 17 
 
Sandhills, Living Word, Laurinburg, May 2 
 
Smoky Mountain, Good Shepherd, Brevard, April 17  
 
South Coastal, TBA 
 
Southwestern, TBA 
 
Triangle, Abiding Presence, Fuquay Varina, March 20 
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TOTE BAG ORDER FORM  
 
 
 
We have had several requests from our fellow Sisters to bring back the Tote Bags.  We will be happy to do this 
for the 2010 Annual Gathering.  The cost will still be $3.00.  Please fill out the order form below to insure that 
you receive the quantity you need.   
Bags will be available at the Gathering and you may pay for them at that time.  
(Checks should be made payable to NC Women of the ELCA.)  Please have your order in by May 1, 2010 to 
guarantee their delivery. 
  
Please send order form to Kathy Wallace or e-mail your order with requested information to 
herseywal@aol.com 
 
 
 
Contact Name_____________________________________________ 
 
Telephone #________________________________________ 
 
E-mail____________________________________________ 
 
Congregational Expression____________________________ 
 
City____________________________________ 
(If applicable) 
 
Quantity Needed_________ 
 
 
If you have any questions please contact: 
Kathy Wallace 
828-327-4939 
herseywal@aol.com 
150-27th St. N.W. 
Hickory, N.C.  28601 
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SPRING GATHERING OFFERING  
 

COSTA RICA COMPANION SYNOD TASK FORCE  
 
At the July Board Retreat, board members viewed a slide presentation presented by Hannah Ward, chair of the 
Task Force.  As a result of that presentation, the Board voted to designate the Spring Offering to the Costa Rica 
Companion Synod Task Force to help send a young Costa Rican woman to seminary. 
 
The following information will give you some idea of what our dollars will do. It costs about $4,500 a year to 
provide the basic tuition, books, room, board and travel for a student.  What a bargain!  In contrast some of our 
seminary students graduate with student loans totaling $50,000. 
 
 
ILCO proposal to the NC Synod for support for the formation of youth for pastoral ministry: 

 
 Goal:  to facilitate half-time scholarships for the theological and pastoral formation (education) of young 
pastors, mainly women, who will assume pastoral ministry in the near future so that the work and positions of 
former foreign missionaries in new faith communities will be carried on by Costa Rican nationals.   
 

All aspects of society in Costa Rica are being affected by the crises that the world is experiencing. In 
response, the Costa Rican Lutheran Church has proposed to develop actions that will help achieve a sustainable 
church. Proposals include generating economic resources through sister-church exchanges that would 
strengthen relationships such as the formation of leaders at different levels, including youth and women with an 
emphasis on pastoral ministry. This would create the groundwork for scholarships in order to support one leader 
per year for the next triennial, especially women leaders. 
 The plan of studies would be for four years, during which the student would be simultaneously involved 
in diverse pastoral practicum with children, youth, women, religious schools, camps and diaconal programs so 
that when they finish their formal studies, the pastoral internship will also be completed. 
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Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA  
NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION    �

June 11-13, 2010 Lenoir-Rhyne University, Hickory, NC  Early Bird Registration due March 15 .  
DELEGATE REGISTRATION FORM 

North Carolina Women of the ELCA Gathering 2010 ~ S ister Take My Hand…  
Delegate's Name___________________________________ Telephone________________  
Address __________________________________________Email____________________  
City_____________________________________________________ Zip_______________  
Congregation______________________________ Conference________________________  
Church City_________________________________________________________________  
Roommate _________________________Dorm Preference    Living Learning Center 
         _______ Isenhour ___ None 
Check here if this will be your 1st SWO Gathering  .  
Complete the following if your child, T.A.G.G. or T.G.I.F. will be staying with you:  
CHILD CARE FOR AGES 10 AND YOUNGER will be availabl e during the Business Sessions Friday and Saturday.  

Child’s Name:_______________________________  Age: ______(There is no lodging charge for children under 6.)  

“T.A.G.G.” Name      “TGIF” Name           

T.A.G.G. (Totally Awesome Groupies for God) ages 11 -14 and  
T.G.I.F. (Teens Gathering in Faith) available for g irls ages 15-19. (You must complete a T.A.G.G. /T.G.I.F. 
registration form and return by March 15 for Early Bird discount.) 
 
Check here if you need 1st floor because of a physical condition ____            If you have any special dietary needs,  
Check here if you need a sign language interpreter for the gathering        please check here and note on the back. ___ 
Check here if you would be willing to sing in the choir (There is no pre-registration)_____ (Sunday morning worship, only.)  

   
ROOMMATES MUST MAIL REGISTRATIONS TOGETHER !    

ENTIRE WEEKEND ($125.00 - lodging included) $ 
SATURDAY ONLY (Registration and Lunch) ($40.00) $ 
SATURDAY ONLY (Registration, Lunch & Dinner) ($50.00) $ 
COMMUTER (Registration and five (5) meals) ($75.00) $ 
CHILD’S LODGING (Ages 6 -10)  ($40.00) $ 
CHILD’S MEALS  (5) ages 2-10 if applicable – (16.00) $ 

                                                                                TOTAL $ 
 
REFUNDS will only be made if extenuating circumstances occur and only after written request to the SWO 
Treasurer and approval by the SWO Board.  Refund requests must be received in writing or via e-mail by June 25 . 
NON-REFUNDABLE REGISTRATION FEE ($20.00). 
 
A check for the correct amount must be included. Make check payable to NC Women of the ELCA. 

Mail To: Jean Beaver, 1963 13th Street NE, Hickory,  NC 28601 
(828-327-2490)  jean.beaver@lr.edu 

 
 

Amount Received              Date Received         
 
 

CRITERIA FOR RECOGNITION AS A CONGREGATIONAL UNIT  
�  Agrees to the Statement of Purpose of the Women of the ELCA 
�  Agrees to come together to fulfill the purpose 
�  Agrees to participate in the program activities of Women of the ELCA beyond the congregation 
�  Agrees to support financially the total program of Women of the ELCA 
�  Agrees to designate leadership that shall be in communication with  the Synodical women’s  

organization and Churchwide women’s organization 
 

DO NOT WRITE IIN THIS SPACE 
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Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA  
NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION    

�
June 11-13, 2010 Lenoir-Rhyne University, Hickory, NC  Early Bird Registration due March 15 . 
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North Carolina Women of the ELCA Gathering 2010 ~ S ister Take My Hand…  
  

Visitor's Name___________________________________ Telephone________________  
Address __________________________________________Email____________________  
City_____________________________________________________ Zip_______________  
Congregation______________________________ Conference________________________  
Church City_________________________________________________________________  
Roommate _________________________ Dorm Preference _ Living Learning Center 
          ______ Isenhour ____ None  
Check here if this will be your 1st SWO Gathering ___.    
Complete the following if your child, T.A.G.G. or T.G.I.F. will be staying with you:  
CHILD CARE FOR AGES 10 AND YOUNGER will be availabl e during the Business Sessions Friday and Saturday.  

Child’s Name:_______________________________  Age: ______(There is no lodging charge for children under 6.)  

“T.A.G.G.” Name      “TGIF” Name          
T.A.G.G. (Totally Awesome Groupies for God) ages 11 -14 and  
T.G.I.F. (Teens Gathering in Faith) available for g irls ages 15-19. (You must complete a T.A.G.G. /T.G.I.F. 
registration form and return by March 15 for Early Bird discount.) 
 
Check here if you need 1st floor because of a physical condition ____            If you have any special dietary needs,  
Check here if you need a sign language interpreter for the gathering        please check here and note on the back. ___ 
Check here if you would be willing to sing in the choir (There is no pre-registration) _____ (Sunday morning worship, only.)  
 
ROOMMATES MUST MAIL REGISTRATIONS TOGETHER !    

ENTIRE WEEKEND ($125.00 - lodging included) $ 
SATURDAY ONLY (Registration and Lunch) ($40.00) $ 
SATURDAY ONLY (Registration, Lunch & Dinner) ($50.00) $ 
COMMUTER (Registration and five (5) meals) ($75.00) $ 
CHILD’S LODGING (Ages 6 -10)  ($40.00) $ 
CHILD’S MEALS  (5) ages 2-10 if applicable – (16.00) $ 

                                                                                TOTAL $ 
 
Refunds will only be made if extenuating circumstances occur and only after written request to the SWO Treasurer and  
approval by the SWO Board.  Refund requests must be received in writing or via email by June 25.  
NON-REFUNDABLE REGISTRATION FEE  ($20.00). 
 
A check for the correct amount must be included. Make check payable to NC Women of the ELCA. 

Mail To: Jean Beaver, 1963 13th Street NE, Hickory,  NC 28601 
(828-327-2490)  jean.beaver@lr.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Amount Received_______________________________ Date Received____________________________ 

CRITERIA FOR RECOGNITION AS A CONGREGATIONAL UNIT  
�  Agrees to the Statement of Purpose of the Women of the ELCA 
�  Agrees to come together to fulfill the purpose 
�  Agrees to participate in the program activities of Women of the ELCA beyond the congregation 
�  Agrees to support financially the total program of Women of the ELCA 
�  Agrees to designate leadership that shall be in communication with  the Synodical women’s  

organization and Churchwide women’s organization 
 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
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Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA  
NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION    

�
June 11-13, 2010              �
Lenoir-Rhyne University, Hickory, NC          Early Bird Registration due March 15, 2010   
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North Carolina Women of the ELCA Gathering 2010 ~ S ister Take My Hand …  
 
TAGG or TGIF Name           Age     
Parent/Guardian Name       Telephone      
Address __________________________________________Email     
City          Zip________________  
Congregation        Church City      
Conference          
Roommate _________________________    Dorm Preference      
 
·  TAGGs and TGIFs eat/sleep with their mothers while at the Gathering. I would like to stay in Living Learning Center 

with other moms and their TAGGs and TGIFs.              Circle one:     YES            NO 
·  Registration is required by May 10, 2010. 
·  Absolutely NO walk-ins due to supplies that must be pre-purchased. 
·  This program will be offered for girls 11-19 years of age. 
·  Prearranged pick-up time 
·  List any health conditions that the adult staff will need to know_______________________________ 
·  List any allergies and specific medications the adult staff will need to know (You must provide meds) 
·  Would you be interested in singing in the Choir on Sunday morning?        Circle one:   YES         NO  
·  Would you be interested in dancing during the Sunday Worship Service?  Circle one:   YES        NO  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
      
ROOMMATES MUST MAIL REGISTRATIONS TOGETHER !    

ENTIRE WEEKEND ($125.00-lodging included) $ 
SATURDAY ONLY (Registration and Lunch) ($40.00) $ 
SATURDAY ONLY (Registration, Lunch & Dinner-$50.00) $ 
COMMUTER (Registration and five (5) meals) ($75.00) $ 

              TOTAL $ 
 
Refunds will only be made if extenuating circumstances occur and only after written request to the SWO Treasurer and approval 
by the SWO Board.  Refund requests must be received in writing or via email by June 25. NONREFUNDABLE REGISTRATION 
FEE ($20.00). Check our website at www.ncwelca.org for additional information and updates for the 2010 Gathering. 
 
A check for the correct amount must be included. Make check payable to NC Women of the ELCA. 

Mail To: Jean Beaver, 1963 13th Street NE, Hickory,  NC 28601 
(828-327-2490)  jean.beaver@lr.edu 

 
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 

 
Amount Received         Date Received      
 
 


