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NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 

www.ncwelca.org 
 

APRIL BULLETIN 2009 
 

“Grace teaches us that God loves because of who God is, not because of who we are.” 
         What’s So Amazing About Grace?” by Philip Yancy 
 
Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 
Wow! This is such a busy time of the year for the NC Women of the ELCA. The SWO board members and 
their committees are putting plans in to place for the SWO Gathering to be held May 29 – 31, 2009 at Lenoir-
Rhyne University, Hickory; Triangle and Mecklenburg/Union conferences have held their Spring Gatherings; 
the other conferences leaders are working on agendas for their Spring Gatherings; congregational unit hosts for 
the Spring Gatherings are preparing decorations and meal plans; there is a Spring Retreat happening, and 
somewhere in all of this is our Lenten journey preparing us for Easter. Not a problem – right. Please make plans 
to attend these events. Lots and lots of work have gone into each event and the best way that we can say thank 
you to our volunteers is with our presence.  
 
 

• Spring Conference Gatherings: 
 

o Offering Designation:  Me Fine Foundation – a non-profit foundation whose mission is to 
provide necessary resources and financial assistance to parents and caregivers with children 
being treated at Duke and UNC Children’s Hospital regardless of race, diagnosis, economic 
status or religion..  (For more information see the March Bulletin, the website 
[www.ncwelca.org] or [www.mefinefoundation.org].) 

o Pennies for Mountain Women Rising: This non-profit organization is a movement of women 
and girls who are raising consciousness and self-esteem, creating a common vision, and taking 
collective action to make things better in Appalachian communities. (See article in last month’s 
Bulletin or the website www.appalachianwomen.org.) 

o Schedule of Spring Gatherings:  Check the website or last month’s bulletin for the date and 
location of your conference spring gathering. Please support your conference with your presence 
and BRING THE WOMAN YOU ARE MENTORING OR A FRIEND WITH YOU. The 
program, Abigail, A Bold Woman of Courage, was written by Joy Cook and Bobbie Slaughter.  
What are you doing to stop Global Warming?  You don’t want to miss this excellent program.  

 

• Help us keep our records current.  Send all your updates to our Secretary, Kiana Sinz. 
 
• Twenty-second Annual NC Synodical Women’s Gathering, May 29-31, 2009: 

o Rev. Sue Gamelin will be the Keynote Speaker. (See article attached.) 
o vEnnessa Acham will be our CWO representative.  Rev. Charlene Limejon will be our 

Chaplain. 
o Delegate Responsibilities: Registration Deadline April 12, 2008 – Delegate Information Form 

attached (Registration forms are on the website and were in the March bulletin.)  Please send a 
delegate from your congregational unit.  Last year we had 84 delegates – our potential is almost 
200.  Where were the rest of you?? 
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o Submitting Resolutions: Resolutions are your voice. They provide for the vision and direction 

of our organization. If you have an area of concern that you feel needs to be addressed, a 
resolution is a way of requesting action and beginning discussion and deliberation (See the 
website for instructions on how to submit a resolution.) 

o Sunday Worship Singers:  We will have a choir for the Sunday worship service. No robes 
required just come with your voices.  The rehearsal will be held during one of the Awareness 
Session times. 

o T.G.I.F. (Teens Gathering in Faith) available for girls ages 15-19 and T.A.G.G (totally Awesome 
Groupies for God) ages 11-14 – be sure to register your “teen” for these special programs. 
Deadline is May 1, 2008.  Registration Form on the website and in the March bulletin. 

o Visitors:  The visitor’s registration forms are due May 1, 2008.  There will be a late fee of 
$10.00 for those registering after May 1st.  Please aid us in our planning and register on time.  
We will be using Living Learning Center, Fritz/Conrad and Price Village for housing this year.    

 
• Mission – Action:   

o Ask training – see the attached article.   
o Advocacy – see the attached article. 
 

• Mission - Community:   
o April Morsels: Read about the many ministry opportunities available in the coming month.  

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.  (See attached.) 
 

• Mission - Growth: 
o Women’s Theological Perspective Seminar.   Mary J. Streufert, Ph.D is presenter. (See the 

article attached). 
  

• Gathering Planning:  Has your conference put their “act” together for the Showcase of Stars on 
Saturday night of the Annual Gathering?  See Krickett and Kathy’s article attached. 

 
• Important Reminders: 

o Special Dates: 
§ Delegate Registration for the Annual Gathering, May 29-31, 2009 due April 12, 2009.  

Each conference has been challenged to send the most delegates and more than last year. 
(See details and registration form in March Bulletin and on the website. 
www.ncwelca.org.) 

§ Visitor/T.A.G.G./T.G.I.F. registrations due May 1, 2009.  (Forms available in the March 
Bulletin and on the website www.ncwelca.org.)  

§ March 21st – May 2nd - Spring Gatherings.  Check the calendar on the website for your 
conference date. 

§ Seminary Auxiliary Luncheon, June 5, 2009 – reservation due May 20, 2009. 
 

Hope you enjoy your Spring Gathering...Living Water - Flood of Grace. 
Make a ripple, make a wave, make a difference - reach out and touch the future. 
 
Peace and walk wet, 
 
Cathy Sell 
 
Cathy Sell 
NC Women of the ELCA President 
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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS MEET IN CHICAGO 
 
The Presidents of the 64 synodical expressions of the Women of the ELCA met in Chicago 
February 19-22, 2009. The theme was Ministry, Message, Mission, Mentoring.  Beth Wrenn, 
the churchwide president welcomed us. Beth, Linda Post-Bushkofsky, the executive director, 
and Anjanette Hodges, treasurer, shared the “state of the ministry” with us. Churchwide has a 
budget of $2.6 million and received 74% of the projective revenue. They kept the expenses to 
75% of projected. Designated gifts are above budget. 
 
Linda shared the Triennial results.  The budget was $855,000; actual revenue was $813,435 and 
expenses were $778,817. 391 pre-registered at Salt Lake City for the 2011 Triennial, and to date 
there are 431 pre-registered. Linda also announced that Women of the ELCA would release a 
new resource each month that will be downloadable from the website. Watch for these starting 
with a Lenten resource – “Call to Return to Right Relationship with God.” 
 
Valora Starr was our keynote speaker.  She took us through a “Spiritual Gifts Assessment” and 
helped us analyze our results. It was very interesting and I will be using it with our Board at 
their retreat in summer. 
 
We also had the opportunity to meet with all the Region 9 presidents on three different 
occasions. We also spent time at the Churchwide office. Our chaplain was Rev. Teresita 
Valeriano or “TeTa” as she liked to be called. 
 
There were three opportunities to attend workshops which ran from Conflict Resolution to 
Sacred Spaces.  The three I attended were full of good information. The weekend ended with 
Holy Communion. 
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PASTOR SUE GAMELIN- KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT GATHERING 
 

 
 
Pastor Sue Gamelin is the pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church in High Point , along side her 
husband, Pastor Tim, her high school sweetheart.  She has been a pastor for nearly 30 years, and 
loves being with the people of Emmanuel as together they serve the Lord, each other, and the 
world around them.  Pastor Sue’s heart has always been with the folks “on the edges” of the 
church and society.  She feels the blessing of ministry beyond the congregation with a local 
shelter, with recovering drug addicts, with nursing home and retirement community residents, 
with Habitat for Humanity, and with mission trips to Tanzania and Uganda.  Pastors Tim and 
Sue take every opportunity they can find to visit with their four children and their families, who 
live in Sarasota, Asheville, Columbus and Denver.  How she loves those eight grandchildren, 
her three granddogs, and the big people who take care of all of them!   
  
Those of you who don’t know Pastor Sue are in for a real treat.  She is energetic and alive with 
God’s “flood of grace.”  If you attend the Women’s Theological Seminars you will remember 
Pastor Sue was our leader in 2004.  She has written several articles for Lutheran Women Today 
and wrote the bible study in 2005-2006.   
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Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

NORTH CAROLINA SYNODICAL WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION    
 

2009 Showcase of Conference Stars Talent Registration  
 
On Saturday night of the 22nd Annual Gathering, the 2009 Showcase of Conference Stars 
will be presented.  Each conference is challenged to provide at least one act. We have an 
abundance of talent. Let’s show it – individually or in groups – whatever you like.  
Deadline for registration is May 1, 2009 – but don’t delay!  
 
Conference Represented  
Participants  
Home Congregation   
Participant(s)  
 

 

Type of Act (Music, Dancing, Comedy, etc.)   
Primary Contact   
Telephone   
Email Address of Primary Contact  
 
Title of Act:            
Approximate length: (Maximum of 5 minutes please.) _____________ 
Brief Description: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Will you need any audio visual equipment (microphones) or will you need assistance with any 
props or set up?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: The “Showcase” will be held in the Auditorium. We will have a ‘Mini Dress Rehearsal’ or 
walkthrough on Saturday afternoon.  This will NOT be open to the public J   but will allow us to 
workout any last minute issues and adjust the schedule.   
 
 
 
Please return to Krickett Militello or Kathy Wallace, Gathering Planning Committee, ASAP but no 
later than May 1, 2009*  
Contact us if you have any questions.  
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From the Gathering Planning Committee 
 
Don’t forget, because we have so much talent here in North Carolina, we are going to entertain 
ourselves on Saturday night!  
 “Showcase of Conference Stars - 2009 Talent/No Talent Show”!   
 
We need one 3-5 minute act from each conference. (Your Spring Gathering would be a good time to 
determine who will represent your conference.) The forms were distributed to the conference leaders 
at Committee Day 2 in January. However, just in case, we are including them with this bulletin.  
These will be due no later than May 1, 2009 so we can get the program together!  We can’t wait to 
see the variety of talent we are sure you will provide.   
 
We have also issued a challenge to increase participation and attendance!  An award will be 
presented to the Conference with the largest percentage of units represented and the Conference 
with the greatest increase of total attendees over last year.  
 
Registration forms were included in the March Bulletin and are available on the web site.  
We are excited about the plans for our 22nd Gathering and don’t want you to miss out. Plan now to 
attend and bring as many of your Sisters in Christ with you as you can.   
 
Krickett & Kathy  
Co-Chairs Gathering Planning Committee 
 
 
 

Come And See 
Here I Am Lord 

 
 
Have you ever thought how does the Lord speak to us?  For me it could be a thought, a feeling, and a nagging, 
through a Bible verse or song.  At my church Sunday January 18, 2009 we sang the hymn “Here I Am Lord”.  
When asked to CoChair a committee, what could I say but yes after a hymn like that!!  In the Gospel reading for 
that Sunday (John 1:43-51) Jesus calls his disciples and his disciples in return tell their friends about Jesus (they 
walk wet) and when the friends question them about Jesus they in turn say “Come and See”. 
 
Have you ever wondered what the North Carolina Women of the ELCA Annual Gathering is like?  What we 
do?  How you can grow in your faith?  My answer to you is “Come and See”.  If that little nagging feeling or 
thought continues just say “Here I Am Lord, Use Me For Your Service”. 
 
I guarantee you will have fun being with fellow sisters.  I guarantee you will grow in your faith.  I guarantee 
you will want to return the next year.  See you at the annual gathering and don’t forget to “WALK WET” 
 
 
Submitted by Kathy Wallace 
Co-Chair Gathering Planning Committee 
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ASK  T R AI NI NG/ R E UNI O NASK  T R AI NI NG/ R E UNI O NASK  T R AI NI NG/ R E UNI O NASK  T R AI NI NG/ R E UNI O N        
    

March 27 – 29, 2009 
    

The mission of ASK is to prevent the commercial sexual exploitation of young people.   
The North Carolina Women of the ELCA have partnered with ASK since 2000 and are 
sponsoring the March training event. 
 
In today's society our young people face huge challenges.   They are vulnerable and in 
danger of being preyed upon.  What chance do our young people have to stave off the clever 
manipulators coming at them from many sides – through the internet, though destructive 
“friends”, seducers, drug dealers, pornographers, gangs, etc.?  Any one of these predators 
could have a life altering effect on them.  Our goal is to prevent the victimization from 
happening in the first place. 
  
Prevention has three vital parts.   

• Information - to raise the awareness in the congregation and community of the 
problems or dangers   

• Education – provide the tools so young people can have a safe place to talk about the 
numerous things which they encounter every day – at school, in social settings, and 
yes, even at home in some cases - and equip them to respond in a healthy manner 

• Prayer – the foundation is a prayer project where each adult in the congregation 
commits to praying daily and intentionally for a child of the congregation - for safety, 
wellbeing, and their future. 

 
The training is for anyone interested in learning about ASK – about how you can be part of 
the prevention process. This will also be a renewal experience for current ASK leaders.  
 
If you are interested in this training for yourself or someone in your congregation 
please contact Sharon Johnson, sadj@bellsouth.net, (704) 392-1932 for more 
information. 
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Mission Action – Advocacy 

 
 
Feeding Body and Soul!  If the body is not fed, there is no energy to nourish the soul    
The Internet provides a powerful tool for us to join with others in our country to 
advocate that all bodies in our world may be nourished so that there is strength to 
feed the soul as well.   Mission Action would like to share a couple of powerful 
websites that provide easy tools to advocate for the powerless and the oppressed of 

our world.   
 
The first site is www.bread.org -   Bread For the World – a Christian organization in 
existence since 1970.  The organization is headed by a Lutheran pastor who serves 
there as his call from the ELCA.  Bread advocates for people throughout the world 
who live with hunger and poverty.  The site provides a format for expressing your 
concerns to your representatives in Washington.  It is an easy site to use and your 
representatives actually answer you!  When you get to the site, click on Take Action.  
It will guide you through the current issues and how to contact your representative and senators. 
 
You can sign up for an email newsletter to keep you informed about hunger issues.  In addition, there 
is a wealth of information about hunger and poverty both in the US and around the world under Learn.  
If you like, the site will direct you to other sites for further information.  
 
The ELCA Washington office has been in operation for several decades.  To become 
familiar with the advocacy work that the ELCA is involved in through the DC office, go to 
www.elca.org/advocacy/.    Learn why the ELCA does advocacy.  See the issues that the 
ELCA addresses.  From there you can go to several sites that cover world-wide as well as 
national advocacy.  You can click on E Advocacy alerts to receive email notices about important 
issues.    
 
Because of security, written letters are no longer as effective in Congress as they used to be.  Phone 
calls, faxes and emails are the best ways to communicate.  When an issue arises, the ELCA and 
Bread websites will help you compose and send an email, make calls, send faxes, and find your 
representatives. 
 
Mission Action encourages you to explore new ways to feed not only your body and soul, but the 
bodies and souls of our sisters and brothers around the world by advocating with our government for 
better policies.  Feel free to contact Karen Montaperto (kmontaperto@carolina.rr.com) if you have any 
questions. 
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MISSION: COMMUNITY MORSELS 
FOR APRIL, 2009 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 
 

Morsel: A tiny, tasty bite of information.  Please share these Morsels with your church unit for 
information updates, check these websites:  www.neelca.org, www.womenoftheelca.org. .  
 

• Have you prayed for your Adult Saving Kid today?  Call a A.S. K. Team to come and 
talk to your church women’s unit, church council, or congregation about safe guarding 
our children from the cradle through college and equipping our children through the Wise 
as Serpents curriculum.  They would be more than happy to come and do a program for 
your Women’s ELCA group. Help us to protect all our children. Contact either Mission 
Action or Mission Community they will find someone to help you. 

• Have you signed up for the North Carolina Synodical Women’s Organization Gathering 
yet? You will find a registration form in this Bulletin just for that purpose.  Hope you 
don’t miss all the fun!  Deadline is April 12th for Delegates and May 3RD for Visitors’ and 
Tweens’.  See you there! 

• You will also find the IN-KIND GIFTS FORM include with this Bulletin. We ask you to 
have these forms filled out BEFORE you attend the Gathering to help the volunteers from 
Mission Community Committee and Lutheran Family Services out. 

 
Submitted by:  Judy Gainey, Mission Community chair.   
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Auxiliary LuncheonAuxiliary LuncheonAuxiliary LuncheonAuxiliary Luncheon    

    
Members of the Seminary Auxiliary 

Southern Seminary Alumnae 
Assembly lay voting members and other friends 

Are cordially invited to attend the 
 

North Carolina Chapter 
Of the Lutheran Theological Southern 

Seminary Auxiliary 
 

Meeting and Luncheon 
12:30 P.M. Friday, June 5, 2009 

(During North Carolina Synod Assembly) 
 

The Bears Lair 
Voigt R. Cromer Center-lower level 
Lenoir Rhyne University campus 

Ticket Price is $10.00 
 

(synod lunch ticket may NOT be used) 
RSVP by May 20, 2009 to 

Mrs. Carolyn Allard 
2924th Street Drive NE 

Hickory, North Carolina, 28601 
Phone: 1-828-256-2536 

 
Kindly make checks payable to 
N.C. Chapter of LTSS Auxiliary 

 
 
Auxiliary Luncheon – Friday, June 5, 2009 
 
Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Congregation: ____________________________________________________ 
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( Publicity for Women's Theological Perspective Seminar from Marie Mauney ) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                           

Christ For Us 

 Christ Among Us 

 

 This is the theme for the Women's Theological Perspective Seminar to be held September 25-

26, 2009 at the Ramada Convention Center in Burlington.  Our presenter, Mary J. Streufert, PhD., 

serves as the Director for Justice for Women program at the ELCA Churchwide Organization in 

Chicago, where she works with others to develop and promote theological and social analysis, 

discussion, and action that seeks to promote justice for women and girls in church and in society.  

Prior to joining the Church in Society program unit staff  of the ELCA, Streufert held a Lilly 

Fellowship in Humanities and Theology at Valparaiso University, where she taught the Christian 

tradition, Lutheran theology, and global feminist theologies.  She lives with her spouse, Doug, who is 

a stay-at-home dad with their three young sons.  She can often be found reading or playing baseball 

with them. 

 

 Dr. Streufert shared the following description of the content for our seminar.  "Contemporary 

theologians have affirmed that the gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of salvation and redemption, 

must be declared ever-anew in every generation.  What this means is that your questions and 

struggles matter in answering Jesus' question:  "Who do you say that I am?" 

 

 In other words, the proclamation of the gospel in every generation involves thinking about the 

significance of Jesus' life and death in relationship to the concerns of our time in history.  Theologians 

of the church assist in delving into the Christian tradition in order to look with new eyes at the 

present and in analyzing the present in order to see the past with new eyes. 

 

 Over the past forty years, more and more women have become academic theologians.  What 

do these women see and say that might enrich our understanding and expressions of Christology?  

How do they see the past and present in ways that might assist others in the life of faith in Christ, 

who is for us and among us? 
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 Join others at the North Carolina Women's Theological Perspective Seminar on a revealing 

journey through scriptural interpretation, early church history and contemporary Christology, 

looking for deeper insights into the meaning of Jesus' life and death for us and for our world." 

 

   Any woman who is interested in Christian faith will enjoy learning in this setting.  Studying 

theology is for all of us, from those who never completed school to those who are ordained pastors.  

Although our leader is a distinguished theologian, she will teach us at a basic level that will have 

meaning for all of us.  By scheduling the seminar over a part of two days, we have time to focus and 

reflect on our theme.  We have a Friday night introductory  session;  then we have Saturday morning 

to develop and deepen our learning.  The group breaks for lunch together and then concludes with 

an afternoon session.  Friends from other denominations are always welcome.  Women from nearby 

areas could attend the sessions without staying overnight. 

 

 The following schedule will be helpful for those commuting as well as those staying at the 

motel. 

 Friday      6:30-9:00  Introductory session  (Be sure to eat dinner before arriving.) 

 Saturday  8:30-3:30  Devotions, study sessions, lunch, and closing session 

 

 Registration fee of $60. covers cost of meeting room, Sat. lunch, and snacks.  Make check 

payable to NC Women of the ELCA and send to Laura Spain, 2660 Greencrest Drive, Winston-Salem, 

NC 27106  336-748-8033  before Sept. 15. 

 

 For those staying overnight, please call the Ramada Convention Center 336-226-5541 for your 

reservation before Sept. 15.  The cost is $63. per room (single or double occupancy.)  It is located at 

Exit 143, Interstate 40-85. 
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Change of Name/Address for Unit Officers 

 
Name of Conference________________________________________ 
Effective date of change: ______________________________________________ 
Church Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Church Town: _______________________________________________________ 

 
President           Treasurer 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
City: ______________________________________Zip Code: ________________ 
Phone: ______________________ E-mail: ________________________________ 

 
Send information to:  Kiana Sinz, 123 Crescent St., Kannapolis, NC  28081-7107 

Or 
E-mail information to: ksinz@vnet.net 

 
 

 

Kiana Sinz 
123 Crescent St. 
Kannapolis, NC 28081-7107 
 

LIVING WATER – FLOOD OF GRACE 

 
Please Share This Mailing With Your 
Congregational Participants 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

Paid 
Kannapolis, 

NC 



 14 

 
 
 
 

 


